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COVER PHOTOGRAPH: P.Woods - Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust. 
Bulmers Pullman car AQUILA at British Rail Shildon Works on August 2nd 1975. 
With thanks to Richard Barber. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Publication of this newsletter will be on or about the 1st of January, March, May, July, September and 
November. The next edition editorial deadline date of Tuesday October 27th, with the scheduled publication 
date of Sunday November 1st 2015. 
 
The views and articles within this publication are not necessarily those of the editor. 
 
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list, please send an Email to the 
t.bye@ntlworld.com with your request, it’s as simple as that. 
 
 
Editors Acknowledgement. 
 
My thanks to the following contributors for their assistance in the production of this issue by way of either 
articles and or images. Rest assured without you contributions this edition would not have been published:- 
  
 G.Behrend, D.Lindsay, D.Jones, T.Knox, R.W.Kidner, J.Morel, N.Marshall, S.Widdowson, C.Long, R.Barber, 
C.Buttery, C.Hanley, S.Cordery, C.Lewis, K.Gunner, G.Martin, P.Woods, N W Skinner, G.Turner, T.Teague, 
P.O’Connor, S.Dressler, T.Mulligan. 
  
In addition my thanks to the following Publications, Societies & Web Sites: - 
Pullman in Europe, Pullman Cars on The Southern 1875 to 1972, Pullman Trains In Britain, Railway 
Magazine & Railway World. 

 
“Information is for sharing - not gathering dust” 

 

  

From The Coupé. 
  

                 Welcome aboard your bi-monthly newsletter. 
  
I take this opportunity to thank those readers who have kindly 
taken time to forward contributions in the form of articles and 
images for this edition. 
I remain dependent on contributions of news, articles and ‘jpg’ 
format images in all aspects of Pullman and CIWL operations both 
past, present, future and of course aspects of both within the 
model railway interests. 
All I ask of you for the time I spend in producing your newsletter, 
is for you to forward on by either E-mail or printing a copy, to any 
one you believe would be interested in reading matters Pullman & 
CIWL. 
 
 
 

mailto:t.bye@ntlworld.com
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PULLMAN CAR HISTORY.  
 

CAR No.24 Third Class. 
 

Pullman Identity:  CAR No.24 Third Class. 
Type of Car:    Parlour Third Class. 
Into Service:    February 1922.  
Builder:    Rebuild - Pullman car Company Longhedge Works.  
Pre 1960 Schedule No:  142. 
Post 1960 Schedule No:  139.   
Tare:    31t. 
Seats:     47.  
Bogies:    2 x 8wheels. 
Brake:    Vacuum. 
Length (over Vestibules): 58’ 3”.    
Extreme Width:  8’    7”.  
Roof:    Ellongated. 
Table Lamps Type:  -. 
1Type 1932 List:   -. 
2Route Restriction  (SR): 2. 
 
1Entries such as -/H indicate that the car was not originally given a Type letter, but was classified as Type H  
  after 1932. 
  Entries such as (A)/G indicate that the car was originally (old) type A, and was re-classified as Type G about  
  1932. 
 
  Entries such as (D) indicate that the car was originally (old) Type D, and was withdrawn before the new 
  Classification was introduced in 1932. 
 
2Entries such as (I) indicate that the car concerned would have been Restriction( I) had it been allocated to 
  the S.R. when the latters scheme of Route Restrictions was compiled. 
  Entry (4) for the 1960 cars (Schedule Nos.311 to 354 inclusive) is the  B.R.(S.) equivalent of the  
  British Railways Standard Restriction ‘CI’. 
 
 Entries such as 6/2A indicates that the car concerned was originally Restriction 6, and  
 S.R. Route Restriction2A. 
   
 Entries such as -/2A indicates that the car concerned was not originally given a S.R. Route Restriction  
 because it was not originally allocated to the S.R.; and that it was given Restriction 2A on being transferred  
 to the S.R. 

 
1914 to 1918.  Formerly Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway Ambulance Train No.42 Coach. 
 
1938 July 14th.  Approved for scrapping by PCCo Board.   
 
Information Sources:  - 
1 & 2 Pullman in Europe     G.Behrend 1962   ISBN not registered. 
Pullman Car Services - Archive.  
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FREE INTERNET NEWSLETTERS, MAGAZINES & WEB SITES. 
 
Coupé News, Coupé News Special Editions and Pullman & CIWL News Past Editions. 
All past issues can be readily accessed by visiting: - 
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html       
 
Bringing Back the Brighton Belle. 
The wonderful Brighton Belle, the only electric all-Pullman train in the world, succeeded the steam service 
between London and Brighton in 1933 and became the world's first electric inter-city train. A much loved 
railway icon, the three five-car train sets were withdrawn by BR in 1972. Now we have a wonderful idea - 
an amazing feat of restoration, to bring together a complete train set and return the Belle to the mainline! 
To follow progress with the restoration and help.  
http://www.brightonbelle.com 
 
BritPull.                                                                                                                                                                               
Pullmans in Britain. An opportunity to discuss all aspects of Pullman vehicles and their workings in Britain. 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/ 
 
Blue Pullman. 
A group for anyone interested in the British Rail Blue Pullman sets which operated between London and 
Manchester / Birmingham / South Wales. 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/ 
 
Pullman Company Researchers. 
A friendly discussion group for anyone with a genealogical or historical interest in the Pullman Company 
and their ancestors who were associated with it. Includes Pullman Company, Pullman Car Works, Pullman 
Palace Car Company, Pullman porters etc. and the town of Pullman near Chicago built for Pullman 
employees. 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/  

  
MRE Mag. 
Model Railway Express - Britain's leading FREE online magazine for railway modelers with thrice weekly 
news and readers' discussion.  Also, model and book reviews, classified ads, etc. Over 1,000 readers and 
published every Monday, Wednesday & Friday by editor Phil Parker.   
Visit http://www.mremag.com/ for further detail and information. 
 
Raildate. 
The weekly newsletter produced and also published by Howard Sprenger every Friday covering general 
railway subjects with links to sites for further information visit: - 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/ 
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter. 
 
Model Railways On-Line. 
The British Railways modeller’s source of prototype information, modeling articles, hints & tips, electrical 
and DCC articles, current & historical photographs. 
 http://www.mrol.com.au/ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html
http://www.brightonbelle.com/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/
http://www.mremag.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
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LOOK BACK AT PULLMAN. 
 
1875 - 140 Years Ago.   
 
October 26th. Pullman Parlour car ‘MARS’ enters service on the London Brighton & South Coast 

Railway. Remaining the sole car service on the LB&SCR until 1881. 
 (Information Source: J.Morel & C.Long). 
 
1915 - 100 Years Ago.  
 
September 12th.  Third class included in the LB&SCR services, two cars allocated for Brighton and one  
   to Eastbourne services.  
  (Information Source: PCS-Archive). 

 
1920 - 95 Years Ago. 
 
October.  A works visit to the Clayton Waggons at Lincoln by members of the Colonial – 

Railway Officers. The chairman of the Pullman Car Company Davison Dalziel being 
one of the invited guests. The party travelling by an all Pullman private train 
departing London, Kings Cross at 08:30 am. 
The train formation being hauled into the Clayton works by a Great Central – 
Railway locomotive.  

  (Information Source: PCS-Archive).  
 
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         ©Clifford Buttery. 
The group photograph in front of new Pullman car ‘ARCADIA’. Davidson Dalziel being seated within the 
front row, from the left side seventh seat. 
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1925 - 90 Years Ago. 
 
September 19th. Due to poor patronage the ‘Manchester Pullman’ service is withdrawn. 
  The Pullman cars re-allocated to the ‘West Riding’ & ‘Yorkshire Pullman’. 
  (Information Source: Railway World June 1978).  
 
September 21st. The 11:10 ‘Leeds Pullman’ introduced, two cars being forwarded to Bradford arriving 

at 15:00. 
 (Information Source: Railway World June 1978).  
 
September 21st. The ‘Edinburgh Pullman’ re-routed non-stop to Harrogate via Shaftholme Junction, 

Church Fenton and Tadcaster. 
  (Information Source: Railway World June 1978).  
 
October 27th. Great Northern Railway coach No.2992 withdrawn from service.  

 Originally Pullman car ‘IONA’. Moved to Lincoln and as a grounded body served as a 
Mutual Improvement Classroom. Finally broken up c1970. 

                                          (Information Source: PCS-Archive). 
 
1930 - 85 Years Ago.  
 
September.             All Great Western Railway Pullman services withdrawn.  
                                         (Information Source: Railway Magazine May 1933 & May/June 1947). 
 
1935 - 80 Years Ago.  
 
September 30th.           The ‘West Riding Pullman’ re-named the ‘Yorkshire Pullman’. With the introduction  
                                        by the London North Eastern Railway’s ‘Silver Jubilee’ service Newcastle to  
                                        Kings Cross the ‘WRP’ service is withdrawn.                       
                                        The ‘Yorkshire Pullman’ serves Harrogate, Leeds Halifax & Hull.  
                                        The Hull portion added & removed at Doncaster, Halifax portion added & removed at  
                                        Wakefield.    
                                         (Information Source: PCS-Archive). 
 
1945 - 70 Years Ago. 
 
October.            Merchant Navy Pacific No.21C2 noted hauling ten Pullman cars on a private charter. 
                           (Information Source: R.W.Kidner). 
 
1960 - 55 Years Ago. 
 
September 28th.           Inaugural run of the new BR Mk1 Pullman cars within the formation of the 
                                        ‘Master Cutler’ service. Cars ‘EAGLE’, ‘FALCON’, ‘AMBER’ & ‘CAR No.332’. 
                                         (Information Source: PCS-Archive). 
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1940 - 75 Years Ago. 
 
October 9th.            ‘Brighton Belle’ set No.3052 consisting of cars ‘VERA’, ‘AUDREY’ & CAR No.90, 91 & 
                                        87 heavily damaged during an air raid at Victoria station. (Refer to Page 8). 
                                        The ‘Brighton Belle’ service withdrawn until 1946. 
                                        (Information Source: PCS-Archive). 
 

 
©PCS-Archive. 
 

The morning of October 10th 1940 at Victoria station. Car ‘AUDREY’ displaying clearly shrapnel damage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pullman & La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens News  
Edition No.26 - September & October 2015 - Page 9 of 74 

 

The Selsey Pullmans - David Jones. 
 
On Saturday June 20th 2015, members from the Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society were conducted on a 
guided tour around the seaside village of Selsey in West Sussex visiting most of the grounded carriage 
bodies there, many of which are ex-Pullman Cars.     
 
The guide for this event was Dr. Bill Martin who lives in the area and helps to organise various walking 
festivals and wildlife excursions, and has recently published a leaflet called ‘All Aboard’ about these railway 
carriages. 
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We started at the conveniently located ‘Pay and Display’ East Beach Car Park and then walked along the sea 
wall observing various LBSCR Stroudley carriages built into bungalows, many of which are second homes or 
holiday lets so are not occupied all year. Also of interest were two blue plaques, one commemorating the 
WW2 Mulberry Harbour, parts of which were built there before being towed across the Channel, and one 
for composer Eric Coates who lived in this area of Selsey. 
 

 
©D.Jones. 
 

MABEL. 
 
The first Pullman Car to be encountered was ‘Mabel’ (above) in East Beach Road, running parallel to the sea 
wall. Built in 1897 for the Folkestone Limited, but subsequently renamed by its current owner to ‘Santos’, it 
is an obvious carriage as it has not been covered up by subsequent roofing.  
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©D.Jones. 
 

HILDA. 
 
Two further Cars can be discerned nearby, ‘Tulip’ and ‘Hilda’, mainly by their original names being displayed 
on the later extensions which largely obscure their true identity.  
 
Retracing one’s steps back to the junction with Park Lane, ‘Dora’ at No. 4, built in 1897 is encountered, then 
walking inland the obvious outline of clerestory-roofed Pullman ‘Princess Ena’ comes into view, but be 
aware that the property is now known as St. Georges. This is a 1906 Pullman Kitchen Car supplied as a kit to 
the LBSCR from the Pullman Company in the USA and which appeared in the centre spread of the Pullman 
Society magazine ‘The Golden Way’ in 1994. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pullman & La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens News  
Edition No.26 - September & October 2015 - Page 12 of 74 

 

 
©D.Jones. 
 

PRINCESS ENA. 
 
At right angles to Park Lane and parallel with the coast is Park Road where four more Pullmans are located, 
identified by their original names shown on the buildings that now enclose them, otherwise they could be 
missed.  
 
First is ‘Venus II’ on the left at No. 14, again a Car built for the Folkestone service, followed by ‘Figaro’ at 
No. 11 on the right, built in 1892 by the Gilbert Car Company for the Hastings Car Service. It is a sister to 
‘Constance’ now in store on the Bluebell Railway having been rescued from Elmer near Bognor Regis a few 
miles up the coast in 1997. The other two in this road are ‘Louise’ at No. 9, an 1876 Pullman originally called 
‘Ariel’, and ‘Dolphin’ at No. 6, another Gilbert Car of 1891. 
 
Anyone who wishes to visit Selsey and seek out these vehicles should remember that the area is residential 
with most of these properties being occupied and private.  
Please therefore respect the privacy of those who live there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pullman & La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens News  
Edition No.26 - September & October 2015 - Page 13 of 74 

 

 
                  ©D.Jones. 
 

VENUS (II). 
 
 

 
                    ©D.Jones. 
 

DOLPHIN. 
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The Eastern Region of British Railways Pacific Class Locomotive Pullman Workings - Tommy Knox. 
 

As ever my thanks to Tommy Knox for the following information on steam hauled Pullman services on the 
East Coast Main Line. 
Within the text reference is made to ‘Down’ and ‘Up’ workings. These relate thus, an ‘Up’ working is a 
service to London Kings Cross, and ‘Down’ working is a service working from Kings Cross. 
I.e. All lines to any of London’s terminals are classified as the ‘UP Line’. 
 
The Queen of Scots Pullman - September & October 1935 (80 years ago). 
 
Date:            Locomotive: 
  

35.09.07            60038   Up Queen of Scots Glasgow - Leeds / 19.10 Leeds - Newcastle  
35.09.14            60039   Up Queen of Scots Glasgow - Leeds / 19.10 Leeds - Newcastle  
35.09.14            60080   Dn Queen of Scots Leeds - Glasgow  
35.09.21            60070   Up Queen of Scots Glasgow - Leeds / 19.10 Leeds - Newcastle  
35.09.21            60079   Dn Queen of Scots Leeds - Glasgow  
35.10.05            60085   Up Queen of Scots Glasgow - Leeds / 19.10 Leeds - Newcastle  
35.10.07            60081   Dn Queen of Scots Leeds - Glasgow  
35.10.12            60079   Dn Queen of Scots Leeds - Glasgow  
35.10.19            60038   Up Queen of Scots Glasgow - Leeds / 19.10 Leeds - Newcastle  
35.10.19            60079   Dn Queen of Scots Leeds - Glasgow 
35.10.26            60085   Up Queen of Scots Glasgow - Leeds / 19.10 Leeds - Newcastle  
35.10.28            60081   Dn Queen of Scots Leeds - Glasgow  
 
The Queen of Scots Pullman - September/October 1955 (60 years ago). 
 
Date:            Locomotive: 
55.09.05            60529   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 19.25 2nd Portion of Dn Heart of 
Midlothian  
55.09.06            60123   58 Dn Queen of Scots  
55.09.07            60130   58 Dn Queen of Scots / 47 Newcastle - Kings Cross  
55.09.10            60009   131 Up Queen of Scots / 52 KX - Glasgow from Ncle 15.40  
55.09.10            60036   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle/ 131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.12            60084   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.12            60094   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 52 10.10 Kings Cross - Glasgow from 
Newcastle 15.35 
55.09.12            60099   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
55.09.13            60036   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
55.09.14            60074   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.15            60037   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle 
55.09.15            60074   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.15            60084   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
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Date:            Locomotive: 
55.09.16            60074   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.16            60084   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle  
55.09.17            60074   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.19            60130   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.20            60074   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 89 Up North Briton from Newcastle  
55.09.20            60148   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.21            60074   58 Dn Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 89 Up North Briton from Newcastle  
55.09.21            60092   40 Dn Norseman into Newcastle 14.14 / 58 Dn Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.21            60123   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.22            60080   58 Dn Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.22            60123   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.23            60074   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.23            60123   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.24            60084   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.09.24            60123   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.24            60133   58 Dn Queen of Scots  
55.09.24            60162   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 52 Kings Cross - Glasgow from Newcastle at 
15.40  
55.09.27            60118   34 Kings Cross - Bradford / 131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.28            60118   34 Dn from Kings Cross / 131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.29            60117   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.09.30            60133   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.01            60084   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.10.01            60101   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 52 Kings Cross - Glasgow from Newcastle 
15.40  
55.10.03            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.04            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.08            60058   131 Up Queen of Scots from Leeds - Kings Cross  
55.10.08            60853   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.10.10            60133   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.15            60017   131 Up Queen of Scots from - Leeds - Kings Cross  
55.10.15            60081   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.10.15            60096   131 Up Queen of Scots into Newcastle / 52 Kings Cross - Glasgow from Newcastle 
15.40  
55.10.17            60133   131 Up Queen of Scots from Leeds - Kings Cross  
55.10.18            60139   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.20            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.21            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.22            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.22            60501   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.10.24            60133   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.25            60086   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.10.25            60133   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.26            60133   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.27            60133   131 Up Queen of Scots 
55.10.28            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots  
55.10.29            60004   131 Up Queen of Scots into Ncle / 52 Kings Cross - Glasgow 
55.10.29            60074   142 Dn North Briton into Newcastle / 131 Up Queen of Scots from Newcastle  
55.10.31            60118   131 Up Queen of Scots  
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Tees Tyne Pullman - September/October (60 years ago). 
 
Date:            Locomotive: 
55.09.01            60006   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman failed at Retford (hit a Hay Cart and front end damaged) 
61126 on   
55.09.01            60010   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.02            60010   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.09            60021   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.12            60006   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.57  
55.09.13            60006   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.13            60026   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.14            60006   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.15            60029   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.57  
55.09.16            60033   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.19            60008   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.19            60014   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.20            60008   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55  / 108 Dn from Kings Cross  
55.09.20            60026   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.21            60008   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55  
55.09.22            60008   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.23            60008   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman 
55.09.23            60017   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.29            60005   109 Up Night Scotsman / 82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.30            60115   109 Up Night Scotsman / 82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.09.30            60151   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55 (62,271) / 110 Dn Night Scotsman  
55.10.03            60033   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.04            60033   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.05            60033   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.06            60033   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.07            60033   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.13            60013   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55  
55.10.14            60021   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.17            60014   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.17            60029   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.18            60014   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55  
55.10.18            60029   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.19            60014   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.19            60029   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.20            60014   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55  
55.10.20            60029   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.21            60014   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.21            60029   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.24            60013   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.24            60014   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.25            60013   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.25            60021   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.26            60013   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.26            60021   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman 
55.10.27            60021   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.27            60034   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55 
55.10.28            60021   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman  
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Date:            Locomotive: 
55.10.28            60034   82 Dn Tees Tyne Pullman  
55.10.31            60034   145 Up Tees Tyne Pullman arr 13.55  
 
Yorkshire Pullman - September/October 1935 (start of Pacific haulage on this train). 
 
Date:            Locomotive: 
35.09.30            60045   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.01            60060   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.02            60045   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.03            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.04            60045   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.05            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.07            60111   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.08            60093   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.09            60098   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.10            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.11            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.12            60093   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.16            60097   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.17            60045   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.18            60060   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.19            60045   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.21            60108   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.22            60098   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman 
35.10.23            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.24            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.25            60108   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.26            60062   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.28            60111   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.30            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
35.10.31            60054   548 Up Yorkshire Pullman arr 14.40 / 595 16.45 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
 
Yorkshire Pullman - September/October 1955 (60 Years ago). 
 
Date:            Locomotive: 
55.09.03            60029   84 17.30 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
55.09.15            60034   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
55.09.19            60007   53 Sunderland - Kings Cross / 84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
55.09.20            60022   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
55.09.21            60034   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
55.10.10            60134   19 Up Yorkshire Pullman  
55.10.24            60008   84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
55.10.25            60028   971 09.50 Leeds - Kings Cross / 84 Dn Yorkshire Pullman  
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Harrogate Sunday Pullman - September/October 1955 (60 Years ago). 
 
Date:            Locomotive: 
55.09.25            60130   19 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman  
55.10.09            60058   84 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman 10on  
55.10.16            60053   19 Dn Harrogate Sunday Pullman  
 
Here are two Pullman formations for the period we are considering this month 
 
55.09.07            Queen of Scots.  
CAR No. 70, 73, 74, 78, 79, 81, EVADNE & JUANA.                                       
 
55.10.08            Queen of Scots. 
CAR No. 64, 66, 74, 79, 81, JUANA, LYDIA & 1xBR                   
 
Can you help Tommy. 
 
Tommy is updating the database on a daily basis and would be most grateful if any newsletter reader who 
undertook train spotting in steam days could look through their notebooks and if they find any information 
to contact him. Tommy is also happy to answer any reasonable enquiries if he can. 
 
My email address is Tommy@lner-pacifics.me.uk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

This space could have 
been filled with your 
photograph or news 

contribution. 
  

  

  

mailto:Tommy@lner-pacifics.me.uk
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The Pullman Society 

  

  

The Pullman Society is dedicated to the study of all aspects of Pullman operations in the  
British Isles and Continental Europe - and in the United States, where the first cars were built and 
services began.  
  

The Golden Way 
 

The journal of the Pullman Society is 
published four times a year. 
 
Posted to your home address on 
publication. 
 
Each publication details matters 
relating to both the Pullman Car 
Company and the Pullman Cars 
operated, in both text and 
photographs. 
 
 

Pullman Society Membership details 
treasurer@thepullmansociety.org.uk 

Contents Issue No.105 - 2015/3. 
 

The Curious History of the ‘Golden Arrow’ 
Bar Cars. 
 
The ‘Golden Arrow’ at Dover Marine. 
 
My Southern Pullman Memories - Part 3. 
 
More on the Mk2 Pullmans. 
 
Modelling Notes. 
 
Preservation Notes. 
 
The Churchill Funeral Train. 
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MAILBAG. 
 

 
©Clive Hanley. 
 
Clive Lewis Emailed. 
 
Hello Terry, 
 
Thank you for this Newsletter including the past ones - it was remiss of me not to have thanked you from 
the beginning. 
Fantastic services the Pullman's - I was born in 1946 and lived adjacent to the East Coast main line at 
Newark and I remember the period from about 1950 to say 1963, but unfortunately haven't any 
photographs - only fond memories of the steam-hauled down Yorkshire and Tees-Tyne usually hauled by a 
pristine K/X pacific, A4, but when the A.3's were rejuvenated in the late 50's then one of these, equally 
gleaming headed the Yorkshire - the down Queen of Scots passed through in the afternoon worked by a 
clean Copley Hill A1 and in the up direction the Yorkshire and Tees-Tyne came through about lunchtime 
with a well-kept A4 - the Pullman cars had a great ambiance with the liveried staff, and the posh-looking 
diners. I often saw the Master Cutler when it became a Pullman service on its transfer from the ordinary 
carriage train that it was on the Great Central route, and that was type 4 diesel hauled usually 
D201/6/7/8/9 and I think that ran through 2 times per weekday down/up. I also went regularly to 
Nottingham and saw the beautiful Midland Pullman in its pristine glory, supposedly the best train 
introduced up to that date (1960) since the Silver Jubilee/West Riding/Coronation streamliners, which I 
never saw, but in my opinion for what it's worth the steam-hauled 50's Pullman's had something special 
about them - not forgetting the Sunday Harrogate Pullman with its Hadrian's Bar Car. 
  
I love looking at Tommy Knox's contribution - some archive and effort there - thanks Tommy - much 
appreciated. 
(P.S. above is straight from memory - hope it's 100%! - I'd have to look up some books to obtain the passing 
times/sequence of service and the pathing number of the up/down trains to give a fuller account) 

    
Terry, 
 
Very interesting and it is nice to know that at least one person appreciates what I put in. 
 
Many thanks, Tommy 
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Keith Gunner Emailed. 
  
Hi Terry, 

Thank you for another Newsletter with the usual mix of fascinating photos and stories.   
 
Greg Martin Emailed. 
 
This short announcement appeared in “The Engineer” magazine for 26th November 1920 on page 533. 

 

 
 

Mailbag is your opportunity to ask and also respond to questions and queries as raised. 
Send your Email questions, queries and responses to t.bye@ntlworld.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          ©P.Woods. 
  

BR Mk1 Pullman Kitchen First E314 at Darlington within the Tees Tyne Pullman on June 8th 1973. 
 

  

The Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust - Richard Barber. 
 

For further details visit the Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust website. 
  

www.arpt51a.com 
  

mailto:t.bye@ntlworld.com
http://www.arpt51a.com/


Pullman & La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens News  
Edition No.26 - September & October 2015 - Page 22 of 74 

 

 
       ©N W Skinner. 
 

Western Region ‘Blue Pullman’ at Newport. 
 

 
       ©Gordon Turner - Graham Dudley. 
 

The ‘Golden Arrow’ passing through Ashford hauled by E5015. 
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Glenlo Abbey Hotel - Pullman Restaurant - ‘LEONA (II)’ - July 2015 - Tony Teague. 
 

 
©T.Teague. 

The Glenlo Abbey Hotel Pullman Restaurant. 
 
My wife and I have just returned from a holiday in Ireland, during which we stayed at several good hotels, 
including Glenlo Abbey near Galway.  
I was surprised when checking in to be asked whether I wanted to book a table for dinner in their “Pullman 
Restaurant aboard the Orient Express”, having forgotten, or perhaps never realised, that they owned 
Pullman Parlour 1st, ‘LEONA (II)’, but having checked the archive, I find that this was previously covered in 
Coupe News No. 75 for May 2009; nevertheless, with the Editor’s forbearance, my update and pictures 
follow. 
 
The brief history is that ‘LEONA (II)’ was built in 1927 at the Midland Railway Carriage & Wagon Co., in 
Birmingham as a 26 seat parlour car, however, what is missing from the history shown on the Hotel’s 
website (http://www.glenloabbeyhotel.ie/en/pullman-restaurant-galway/ and 
http://www.glenloabbeyhotel.ie/en/pullman-restaurant-galway/history-orient-express/ )                           
is that in 1948 it was converted to a 3rd class guard parlour car and 1+1 armchairs replaced by the current  
2+1  seating, this is confirmed within Vol.2 of Anthony Ford’s excellent series.                                      
Conversely the same reference shows that the car was aluminium plated by 1951, but if this is true, then it 
has subsequently been removed as the vehicle now has matchboard sides. 

 
‘LEONA (II)’ as CAR No.208 claim to historical fame was that the car was within the formation of  
Sir Winston Churchill’s funeral train on January 30th 1965. 
‘LEONA (II)’ finally reached Ireland in 1997, following use in two locations as a static restaurant, 
at Cressing within a public house and Elsenham in Essex following its withdrawal by British Rail. 
 
At Elsenham ‘LEONA (II)’ was joined company with the BR Mk1 Second Open coach No. 4474 and the BR 
GUV No. 86558 to which it remains coupled even now.   The three vehicles remain on their wheels and 
bogies on a short length of specially laid track; for further technical information on ‘LEONA (II)’ see Anthony 
Ford’s history. The two accompanying vehicles refer to see Coupe news No.75. 

http://www.glenloabbeyhotel.ie/en/pullman-restaurant-galway/
http://www.glenloabbeyhotel.ie/en/pullman-restaurant-galway/history-orient-express/
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      ©T.Teague. 

‘LEONA (II)’ alas no longer in Pullman livery, note the body side matchwood. 
 
Turning to current status, the most obvious and to me, disappointing aspect is that the, hideous livery bears 
no resemblance to anything ‘Pullman’ and all lining and lettering has been overpainted in a dreadful plum 
colour; the external condition of the car is not clear under the thick layer of paint, but all three vehicles 
have stood outside in the prevailing damp Galway conditions for 20 years, as well as during their previous 
spell at Elsenham. The roof of each of the three vehicles appear to have been recently re-covered and the 
condition inside suggests that they are generally watertight. The luggage and light fittings within ‘LEONA 
(II)’ look original or if not, then pretty good, whilst the Waring & Gillow marquetry remains stunning and is 
clearly looked after; upholstery is in very good condition and seats comfortable. 
 

 
                                                           ©T.Teague. 

On boarding the train for your meal, the attendant issues you with a ticket. 
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      ©T.Teague. 

Ex BR Mk1 SO No.4474. 
 

 
               ©T.Teague. 

Ex BR GUV Mk1 SO No.4474 in use as the kitchen to the Pullman Restaurant. 
This vehicle has been reduced to 75% of the original, as can be clearly seen the body has been cut back 
by 25% at the end next to LEONA (II).   
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More importantly, perhaps, the food, wine & service are all excellent, with cooking undertaken in the 
converted GUV, although uniforms and table cloths for example, do not appear ‘Pullman-like’; we were told 
unofficially that there are plans to upgrade the staff uniforms later this year to more closely resemble the 
originals and at the same time ‘luggage’ and other detritus is to be added to the platforms either side of the 
vehicles to enhance the surroundings. What is intriguing is that the hotel has an excellent restaurant which 
is used for breakfast but that this generally does not open in the evenings unless they are heavily booked 
(bar food is also available), so that the Pullman train actually serves as the principle restaurant for dinner. It 
is heavily patronised and booking is essential; it seems that it is unique within Ireland and diners certainly 
travel long distances to experience it. This can only bode well for the future of the vehicles, although one 
wonders what it might cost if and when a full refurbishment proves necessary! 
 

 
                                ©T.Teague. 
 

The Saloon interior of ‘LEONA (II)’. 
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©T.Teague. 

The classic First Class Pullman car table setting with 1+1 armchair seating within ‘LEONA (II)’. 
 

 
©T.Teague. 

The superb original marquetry panel within the salon of ‘LEONA (II)’. 
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At the Glenlo Abbey Hotel web site  
http://www.glenloabbeyhotel.ie/en/pullman-restaurant-galway/history-orient-express/ 
A brief history of the ‘LEONA (II)’ details the following: - 
 
“The Pullman has experienced a very varied life. Built in 1927, its routes included the Monaco/Istanbul/St. 
Petersburg runs, and also the Brighton run. 
This latter brought theatrical personages from Brighton to London, when they were starring in London’s 
West End. One of these celebrated people was Sir Laurence Olivier, who was very fond of the Pullman and 
was, in fact, an outspoken objector, when a decision was made to remove all Pullman Carriages from the 
line in 1963. This is not the Pullman’s only claim to fame, however. In 1974, it played a starring role in the 
Agatha Christie film “Murder on the Orient Express”. That never to be forgotten movie, directed by Sidney 
Lumet, featured a host of Greats, including Albert Finney, Ingrid Bergman, Sean Connery, Vanessa Redgrave, 
Lauren Bacall and others”. 
 
I can find no reference to the car operating outside Great Britain or operating on the Brighton to London 
operations. With regard to the reference starring in the film ‘Murder on the Orient Express’, 
Other than the exterior views of the train which were shot in France, all the interior views of the train were 
shot at EMI Elstree Studios, Borehamwood. 
At the time the film was being made ‘LEONA(II)’ was static within the confines of a public house at Cressing. 
 
I detail below the known history of the car, if any newsletter can expand on the car history I would very 
much appreciate the details being forwarded to me at the editorial Email address. 
 
The history of Pullman Car ’LEONA (II)’ - PCS-Archive. 
 
1960 Pullman Schedule Number:  208. 
Type of Car as Built:                       Parlour. 
Into Pullman Operation:                 1927. 
Car Builder:                                     Midland Carriage & Wagon. 
Length & Width:                              63’-10” x 8’-7” 

Tare Weight:         38t. 
Type:     -/K. 
Route Restriction (S.R.)    1.  
Seating/Covers:                              26. 
Livery on Delivery:   Ivory/cream & Umber. 
 
Timber framed car with matchwood boarding below windows and oval lavatory window. 
 
1927-1939:                      Allocated to London North Eastern Region Pullman services 
                                        from/to Kings Cross. 
 
1936 April 15th:                Allocated with Pullman Car MARJORIE to the  
                                        German Ambassadors Funeral train from London Victoria  
                                        to Dover. 
 
1947 June:                      Remodelled at the Pullman Car Company Workshops at  
                                        Preston Park, Brighton as a Guard Parlour Car.  
                                        Covers 36 (2+1) Third Class. Allocated the identity of CAR No.208. 
 
1947 June:                      Allocated to the “Golden Arrow” all Pullman train formation.  
                                        London Victoria Dover/Folkestone operation.    
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c1951:                            Standard Pullman oval lavatory windows replaced with square type  
                                        (as today) to match those fitted new the new Pullman Cars built in 
                                        1951 & 1952 for the “Golden Arrow” service.  
                                        Match wood panelling from below the windows to the chassis, 
                                        panelled over with aluminium sheathing.      
 
1952 October 5th & 17th: Brighton Locomotive Works Centenary. 
                                        All Pullman Car train for the Railway Correspondence & Travel 
                                        Society Charter. London Victoria - Brighton and return. 
                                        Train formed of Pullman Cars No.99, 61, 98, 17, 35, 31, 60 & 208   
 
1965 January 30th:          Within the formation of the late Statesman Sir Winston Churchill’s 
                                        Funeral Train. 
                                        The train consisted of Pullman Cars ISLE of THANET, PERSEUS, 
                                        LYDIA, CARINA, Bogie Luggage Van S2464 and CAR No.208. 
                                        Coupled to CAR No.208 was Battle of Britain class steam 
                                        Locomotive No.34051 WINSTON CHURCHILL. 
                                        The train departed from London Waterloo at 1.28pm arriving at 
                                        Handborough (for Bladon) at 3.23pm. 
                                        Following the internment the train returned to London Paddington.    
 
1967 June 5th:                Noted in a three Pullman Car train at Portsmouth Dockyard. 
                                        Train formation Pullman Cars AQUILA, ISLE of THANET &  
                                        CAR No.208 hauled by D6526 & E6018. 
 
1967 Late:                       First Golden Arrow car to be repainted from standard Pullman 
                                       livery of umber & cream into the reverse standard BR livery for 
                                        Pullman cars of Grey & Blue. 
                                       Although this was the livery applied to the Mk1 Pullman Cars built in 
                                        1960/1, it did not work when applied to the cars built pre-1960. 
 
                                        A decision was made to repaint Car No.208 into Blue & Grey 
                                        livery. At this time the identity of CAR No.208 was replaced by the 
                                        wording “GOLDEN ARROW” and the number S208S located on 
                                        the body side near the vestibule door.  
 
c1970:                             Withdrawn from service, made available for disposal. 
 
                                        Purchased by the vicar of Cressing, near Braintree, Essex. 
                                        Given to the village as a gift. 

Moved to Witham Station by rail operation.                                                                           
Lifted of its bogies and moved by road to the site of the Pullman Inn.  

                                        The premises were built around the Pullman Car.  
                                        The bogies were scrapped and form no further part of the cars history. 
                                         
1988 June 1st.                Purchased and relocated to Elsenham Station yard. 
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1989.                               The “Orient Express Restaurant” with additional vehicles: - 
BR Mk1 Second Open E4474 (Lot No.30227 Built by BRC&W Co., 1957 Seating 33). 
Within the interior a Bar is fitted reducing seating. 
BR GUV No.86558 (Lot No.30402 Built by BR at either York or Glasgow 1958/60. 
Note, only 75% of the original vehicle length was preserved and used as the 
kitchen.   

 
1992.                               All vehicles made available for purchase. 
 
1997.                               Sold and relocated to the Glenlo Abbey Hotel near Galway, Ireland.  
 
 
 

 
       ©T.Teague. 

The coupé interior of ‘LEONA (II)’. 
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                ©S.Widdowson. 

June 20th 2015 at Crewe Station Ex Br Mk1 Pullman Parlour Second No.353 (99353). 
 

 
                 ©S.Widdowson. 

June 20th 2015 at Crewe Station Ex Br Mk1 Pullman Kitchen Second No.335 (99361). 
 

  

‘PULLMANS IN ACTION’ 
Images of Pullman cars as recorded by Steve Widdowson  
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©S.Widdowson. 

June 20th 2015 at Crewe Station Ex Br Mk1 Pullman Parlour Second No.349 (99349). 
 

 
©S.Widdowson. 

July 22nd 2015 at Worcester Shrub Hill BR MkII Kitchen M506 ‘WINDERMERE’ (99697). 



Pullman & La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens News  
Edition No.26 - September & October 2015 - Page 33 of 74 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Bluebell Railway Pullman News, August 2015. 
 
During the recent ‘Sidings Tour’ at Horsted Keynes at 5.45 pm on August 8th, about 30 Bluebell members 
were conducted by Richard Salmon and Dave Clarke on a walk along the Ardingly Branch and into the back 
sidings behind Platform 1. This is an area not accessible to the general public, and is where many carriages 
awaiting restoration are stored. Most are covered with tarpaulins so are difficult to identify if one is not an 
expert on bogies as these were the only parts on view, although two could be entered up ladders just for 
that evening. 
  Of interest to many were the four Pullman Cars, ‘Car 54’, ‘Carina’, ‘Doris’ and ‘Constance’, the latter 
originally being a Gilbert Car prior to purchase by the Pullman Car Company. The two that have most 
chance of being restored in the not too distant future are ‘Carina’ and ‘Doris’, both being linked  by the 
desire of the Brighton Belle Trust to acquire ‘Doris’, a First Class Kitchen car which used to run with ‘Hazel’. 
They own ‘Carina’ and wish to exchange it for ‘Doris’, but this can only happen once ‘Carina’ is restored to a 
similar condition to the complete Belle Car. 
  The tour had been arranged by the Carriage and Wagon Department as a fundraising scheme to support 
the restoration of the Maunsell Buffet Car No. 7864 but also was a good opportunity to view the stock prior 
to the completion of the new OP4 carriage storage shed. The site where this new shed will be built is 
currently being cleared ready for the foundations, and involves the demolition of several old buildings one 
of which is the Peckham Shed. This has been used in the past to store many carriage parts including spare 
Pullman Doors, so was good opportunity to photograph some of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pullman Preservation & Restoration  

  
  

David Jones. 
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©D.Jones. 
 

Vestibule doors from cars FINGALL & CAR No.35. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kent and East Sussex note. 
 
Pullman Car ‘Aries’ was spotted from the train by your contributor on August 3rd, in the siding at 
Wittersham Road whilst travelling to Tenterden. This car had arrived by road from Barrow Hill a month 
earlier but is awaiting space in the C & W Works at Tenterden before it can be moved. Currently one of the 
KESR four wheeled carriages is on jacks awaiting its wheelsets to be returned from Ashford, so cannot be 
moved to provide space for the Pullman. Although the underframe and bogies were attended to at Barrow 
Hill, all the bodywork repairs will be done at Tenterden. It is most likely that this will involve completely 
removing all the corroded steel exterior panels and replace with new. 
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©D.Jones. 
 

Photographed from a passing train car ARIES Wittersham sidings on August 3rd 2015. 
 
 

 
 
 

 http://www.bluebell-railway.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                 

  

  

http://www.bluebell-railway.com/
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                                               All photographs Copyright D.Lindsay 
 

  
 
I was ‘volunteered’ to work as an attendant on the Wealden Pullman service of the Kent & East Sussex 
Railway on Saturday 8th August.  I am not usually available on Saturdays due to often being Tour Manager 
on one of the popular UKRailtours Excursion Trains. 
 

 
 
However, my availability, their need as always for staff, and a pleading email from the roster clerk 
encouraged me to volunteer!  It was a really lovely summer evening, warm, dry and windless.  
The train is prepared by a mixture of volunteer and paid staff under the expert eye of André Freeman the 
KESR catering manager.  When I arrived at 6.00pm the train was fully laid-up, the chef and assistant were 
beavering away in the kitchen of Car 69 (formerly Mk1 RU E.1955, now named ‘Diana’) and had been for 
several hours, other volunteer staff were checking the tables, arranging the canapés, chopping fruit for the 
Pimms service, polishing glasses etc.   

  

THE WEALDEN PULLMAN 
 

Saturday August 8th 2015 
 

Doug Lindsay 
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The Conductor for the evening was completing the task sheet, this is a ‘service’ advice sheet which details 
which member(s) of the team of attendants will ‘meet & greet’ the guests, who will take drinks orders at 
the reception, who will serve Pimms and canapés, and importantly who will serve each course of the all 
important six course dinner!!  Once completed, this list is put up in the staff section of ‘Diana’ to enable the 
staff to consult it as the evening progresses to ensure they are ready to take up the next task at the right 
time, and with the right equipment.  This has to be carefully organised to reflect the capabilities and 
experience of the volunteers available.  Some may not have learned the art of silver service as yet, some 
may be happy covering the bar duties rather than waiting at table, some will be rostered to wash up only. 
The conductor will know these people and will assign the various tasks accordingly from, delivering hot 
plates, serving soup, joint and vegetables and who will man the dessert trolleys or serve coffee and petit 
fours.  On a good Saturday evening there will be an on-board team of some dozen personnel in addition to 
our resident chef, an assistant chef,  a conductor, six attendants, barman and three washers-up.   
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Also, importantly there will be up to another six to eight operational staff who have volunteered to ensure 
our premier service runs promptly and without problems. Two or three signalmen, crossing keepers, driver, 
fireman, guard and RO. 
 

 
 
The guests start to arrive from about 6.45pm onwards and they are welcomed and advised which part of 
the train to board and handed a wine list. On a warm summer evening such as August 8th, the train I 
worked, complimentary Pimms (or orange juice) is served from a table on the platform as they consult their 
wine lists and perhaps order wine and even champagne if they are celebrating an event such as a birthday 
or anniversary.  
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Many will circulate, taking photos of the train and locomotive, making conversation in the evening sun, 
enquiring about the railway and how everything works and are offered complimentary canapés whilst 
doing so.   
 

 
 
The conductor will establish if all the guests have arrived, confirmed that any pre-ordered special dietary 
requirements are all as notified to the chef from the booking arrangements, consulted with the guard that 
all is ready to depart at the normal time of 7.30 and then ask the guests to board the train. 

 
When they are all seated the attendant who is assigned as a ‘flapper’ will visit each guest and unfurl their 
napkin and place it on their lap and whilst doing so will ask if they understand the menu and check again if 
there are any dietary requests that we may have missed.  Once we were under way I checked with the list 
to see that I was serving the soup, so as soon as the soup plates were being delivered to the tables and the 
delivery of bread rolls from the basket were also being distributed I collected the first tureen of soup from 
the servery, making sure that I had a good covering of linen on my left hand and wrist to protect them from 
the heat of the tureen. It is vital also that I maintain a firm hold on the base of the tureen, particularly when 
it is full, as negotiating the gangways of a moving train then serving at table without spilling it takes some 
practice!  However, although somewhat out of practice these days due to other commitments, I managed 
without a problem. 
 
As soon as the last guest is served three cars away, the first served will have finished, and other attendants 
will be clearing prior to the whole team delivering the fish course to the tables. The fish course had been 
prepared and plated prior to departure and it was just a matter of distribution to our guests after clearance 
of the soup plates.  Whilst this task was being accomplished two other members of the team were busily 
scooping sorbet into pre-refrigerated glasses and placing these on trays ready for the third course. Again, as 
the fish course plates were cleared, the sorbet went out to each guest. 
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Meanwhile in the kitchen area the chef and assistant are now at their busiest preparing the ‘flats’ of meat, 
‘flats’ of vegetables, special dishes for the dietary requests and ensuring the sauces are in suitable serving 
utensils. The washing up team are now flat out with two courses worth of washing up to wash, rinse and 
‘sterilise’ in very hot water before drying up and stowing back in their respective places. 
 
The sorbet course has a very quick turnaround and is soon cleared along with the ‘liner plate’ which has 
been on the table since the start. The conductor then ensured that all was ready in the kitchen and that we 
were all clear as to our duty, and main course service commenced. First away were the very hot plates with 
an attendant immediately behind with the meat, once a complete table is served the meat, the potatoes 
follow with another attendant, this is followed by vegetables.  I was a vegetable attendant, we have two on 
this task if enough staff are available as it is the slowest part of the service due to having to serve three 
items from the flat whilst checking that the guest would like all three, or some thereof. There is always 
discussion and chatter amongst the guests as this is served which adds to the time taken at each table. It is 
a custom for the veg attendants, if we have two, to ‘leap frog’ on this service as the meat and potatoes are 
far quicker to serve and it is vital that everything is served quickly to ensure their meal is complete and hot! 
Finally another attendant follows up with the sauces as appropriate to the dish.  It is normal for the 
conductor to keep his eye on the progress and as the service approaches a table that has a special dish 
prepared, he would collect that dish and serve it so the vegetables can be served immediately to that guest, 
thereby ensuring that all guests at a table are served simultaneously.  
 
With all the guests served with main course one has a few minutes to recover before starting to clear from 
the end that was served first as they will be finished by then! The schedule of the train is geared that our 
arrival at Bodiam coincides with the clearance of the main course.  
 
The conductor will announce to each car that we have about 40 minutes at Bodiam whilst the loco runs 
round and the loco crew eat, so the guests are free to leave the train for a leg stretch, visit the loo, visit the 
exhibition in the Edith Cavell van, visit the loco and take the evening air. 
 
 Meanwhile, we on the train are clearing and tidying the tables, prior to putting out the cheese, biscuits and 
butter for the next course as well as chatting to and answering guests questions, many of whom rejoin the 
train and take their cheese along with port ordered from an attendant assigned to take orders for same. 
Soon we are on the return journey and once it is apparent that guests have finished with the cheese we 
start to clear. Meanwhile the dessert trolley attendants collect the range of desserts and accompaniments 
from the kitchen and ensure they have the right range of servers, pie lifters, knives etc on their trolleys to 
enable service to begin. The conductor will check, then advise the two trolleys to commence service, they 
will start at opposite ends of the train and work towards each other.  
 
My task on August 8th at this point was to prepare the coffee/tea service.  I make two pots of coffee and 
one of tea and warm the milk for coffee service. Once the dessert trolley has completed service in Car 
Barbara I take sugar bowls to each table and deliver cups, saucers and tea spoons to each guest followed by 
serving them coffee or tea as required. Another attendant will offer them petit fours or mints. This service 
continues as each of the three cars have been served dessert.  By now we are well under way on our return 
journey and shortly arrive back at Tenterden Town Station. Our booked arrival is usually about 11.15pm.  
During this last assault of Tenterden bank the barman will be issuing bar bills to each table and taking their 
money or debiting their credit cards with our electronic card machine.  Many guests leave substantial tips 
and these are all collected and separately accounted for as they all go towards further restoration of our 
Pullman train and, especially at the moment, towards the impending restoration of our new acquisition, Car 
Aries, which has recently arrived on our railway. 
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Attendants assigned to door duties after arrival at Tenterden ready themselves to bid farewell to our guests 
and see them safely off the train and wish them a safe homeward journey.  Many linger a while to chat with 
the staff, take further photos before heading off into the darkening skies.  Other attendants will be clearing 
the last of the tableware and cloths from the vacant tables prior to perhaps enjoying a meal themselves, 
which have been left prepared for them by the chef, who has departed on arrival as she has to get some 
sleep before an early start the next day, Sunday, when the train will be in action again providing Sunday 
Luncheon for another 65 or so guests!   
 
When all guests have departed the train is then shunted back into the berthing siding to allow the loco 
crew to take the loco back to the depot at Rolvenden for disposal, a task which will take them at least 
another hour or so. 
 
Early the next morning the train has to be cleaned and re-laid up to make it ready for the Luncheon service 
so the evening staff will leave the train as clean as possible before heading off home themselves.  Often the 
last to leave will be the washing up staff whose task seems never ending as the evening turns into the early 
hours of Sunday!  The conductor will then see that all is safe, the gas and lights are turned off, the charging 
leads are connected and the Wealden Pullman rests in her siding for a few hours until the Sunday staff 
arrive early to start all over again! 
 
 

 
 
Just for the record, our loco for August 8th ‘Pullman’ was the visiting ex-GWR Pannier tank in London 
Transport livery as L92 (Formerly GWR No. 5786) on loan from the South Devon Railway. 
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Restoration of Pullman Car FORMOSA Update - Pat O’Connor. 
 

 

The Pullman Society visited Portsmouth Arms in July as part of their West Country visit to see Pullmans in 
the region. The visit coincided with the return of repaired panel framing for one of the FORMOSA saloons. 
So the opportunity was taken to temporarily assemble some of the marquetry panels on one side of the 
saloon although much of the secondary woodwork such as cornicing and beading has yet to be fitted.  

 

Also installed are the new cross partition frames which were missing, the originals having been removed as 
part of the camping coach conversion circa 1959-60. The door, freize and one of the octagonal mirror 
panels were all that had survived from the coupe following the conversion.  
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The other octagonal panel was originally on the saloon side of the coupe partition. Thus one of the two 
saloons will consist of entirely original marquetry panelling. The partition for the other saloon (not 
illustrated) is made up of new octagonal panels with lower panels to match. All of the remaining marquetry 
panel frames will be repaired over the coming months and the panels shown dismantled for additional 
french polishing. In time, the stop-gap carpet will be replaced and the chairs re-upholstered to match. 

 

The coupe compartment will eventually be fitted with restored panelling from JUNO bought from the then 
owners prior to the car being scrapped. 



Pullman & La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens News  
Edition No.26 - September & October 2015 - Page 45 of 74 

 

 

The other images show the oval light from the former urinal compartment in FORMOSA. When this small 
compartment was removed the original stained glass light was replaced with clear beaded glass, 
presumably to improve lighting in the somewhat dark lavatory corridor. However, FORMOSA came to me 
with this light in broken condition so I've had the brass frame re-glazed to match the lavatory oval light 
which is original.  

 
All Photographs copyright P.O’Connor. 
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The Trains That Time Forgot - Neil Marshall - August 2015. 
 

 
 
The first in a new series of the BBC 4 ‘Timeshift’ programmes is broadcast on Wednesday 2 September at 
9pm. It journeys back to a lost era of rail travel, when trains had names, and character and style.  Back to a 
time when, instead of buying a ticket for a journey, you booked yourself on a ‘service’.  If you were 
travelling to Bristol, you might select ‘The Bristolian’; to Sheffield, ‘The Master Cutler’; and to Dover … ‘The 
Golden Arrow’.  These trains were named by the original railway companies essentially as a marketing tool; 
attract passengers by differentiating their offering amidst considerable competition. 
  
Once the pride of the railway companies that ran them, the ‘named train’ is now largely consigned to 
railway history.  Around 350 named trains have come, and mostly gone, in this country.  Trying to answer 
the question why we once named trains and why we don’t do so anymore, noted railway writer Andrew 
Martin Andrew embarks on three railway journeys around Britain. He follows the routes of three of the 
most famous named trains:  The Flying Scotsman, from Edinburgh to London, Kings Cross … The Cornish 
Riviera Express, from London, Paddington to Penzance and The Brighton Belle, from London, Victoria to 
Brighton.  In recreating these journeys, he reflects on travel during the golden age of railways - and 
compare them with the passenger experience today. 
  
The earliest of our named trains - The Cornish Riviera Express - dates from 1904.  Its operators, the Great 
Western Railway, were past masters in the art of promotion and they came up with the name largely to 
encourage passenger traffic to Cornwall, which they marketed as a mysterious and fabled land; a place of 
history, legend and magic.  It was the GWR that came up with the idea of the ‘Riviera’, comparing the 
Cornish coastline to Italy and even going so far to plant palm trees on their Cornish railway stations to give 
passengers the sense they were in another land. 
  
Like The Cornish Riviera, the second named train service - The Flying Scotsman - is one that still runs today, 
although the journey is only named on the ‘up’ leg of the route, from Edinburgh to London.  In its 1930s 
heyday, The Flying Scotsman was the most glamorous of trains, speeding non-stop from capital city to 
capital city at great speed and with great panache.  Its operator, the London and North Eastern Railway 
equipped the train with services that would be unimaginable today.   
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Passengers enjoyed a dining car decorated in Louis XVI style, a radio lounge, a barbershop and a bar serving 
cocktails that could ‘fell a horse’. 
  
Today, with the imminent return of ‘the real thing’ (at long last!) The Flying Scotsman departs Edinburgh at 
05.40, a time that reflects its modern purpose - to compete with domestic airlines for the business market.  
Gone are the barbershop, ladies retiring room and cocktail bar, replaced instead with airline seats and fold 
down tables, perfect for laptops and breakfast ‘on the go’.  
Even in its early life, The Flying Scotsman was a train that meant business.   
 
The final named train, The Brighton Belle was, by comparison, rather more self-indulgent. Introduced in 
1933 by the Southern Railway, The Brighton Belle was the flagship of their newly electrified network.  But 
you might argue, modernity seemed to stop; the beautifully upholstered cars with their exquisite Art Deco 
marquetry, also had overtones from the earlier Edwardian era, with their tradition of individual names and 
discrete coupés.  
  
Like the town it was named after, The Brighton Belle’s was racy as well as elegant, the tone set by its  
‘clientele’.  The favourite of ‘theatricals’ - regulars included  Laurence Olivier, Terence Rattigan, Dora Bryan 
and Flora Robson - who'd swap stories of good and bad first nights, sipping champagne whilst the 'Belle' 
rattled its way home to Brighton shortly after the West End curtains has dropped down. 
  
By the 1970s, most of the named trains had made their final departures.  The unique style of the named 
trains coincided with a time during the golden age of the 1920s and 1930s when railway wages were low 
and the multitude of porters, waiters and cocktail bar men were reliant on tips.  When wages began to rise 
in the 1960s, it was no longer profitable to run these luxurious services. Nor did the idea of looking 
backwards to a kinder and gentler era fit with the new British Rail, with its eye firmly fixed on the future. 
The 1970s were all about high speed trains and leading edge technology, not about kedgeree and properly 
brewed coffee. 
  
As we look misty eyed into the world of corridor trains, dining cars and white jacketed waiters, we have to 
ask whether we might have back some of those features that made the named trains so appealing.  Could 
we foresee a return to dining cars instead of seat trolleys … would it not be more civilised to sit in a 
compartment rather than the airline style open plan carriage of today? 
  
But all is not lost.  The Brighton Belle is being restored to full Pullman glory and will shortly return to the 
mainline.  Virgin Trains plan to re-instate the north bound leg of The Flying Scotsman and The Cornish 
Riviera is still the most picturesque way to get to Penzance. 
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Bringing Back the Brighton Belle - Report on Progress - Neil Marshall August 27th 2015 - 5BEL Trust. 
 
The team at Barrow Hill are working flat out to meet the 5BEL Trust’s schedule to launch a mainline running 
service in April/May of next year. The installation of many kilometres of wiring into the first three cars has 
been completed and the multitude of electrical and electronic components are either in place in the various 
cabinets and desks of the two driver’s cabs or will be installed shortly. 
 

 
 

Here we see the refurbished 4-CIG driver’s desk which is incorporated  
into a full cab width console to host control and other gear. 

http://www.brightonbelle.com/
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The beautifully finished jumper box internals on the rear elevation of Car No.88. 
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The new seat bases incorporate electrical wiring for the 60s stock heaters. 
An improvement over the distinctly chillier 1930 stock items! 

 

 
 

The restored ceilings are being fitted with refurbished original light fittings. 
The beautifully restored marquetry panels will soon be back covering the walls. 
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Seen here in an undercoat of umber and cream is the kitchen side of Car No.85. 
 

 
 

The new corridor for the kitchen - one half of the car - has the framework in place. 
The kitchen fittings are being installed before the wall is panelled. 
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The front of Cars No.88 and 91 are required to have running lights and a cyclops fitted for mainline 
operation. After trying several different approaches the team have settled on a fairly sympathetic design 
with subtly faired in light positions.  
 

All Photographs copyright N.Marshall 5BEL Trust. 
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Cleveland Model Railway Club Exhibition - August 1st & 2nd 2015. 
 
 

 
 
 
At the kind invitation of the members and committee of the CMRC, I attended the two day event at Redcar 
in the North East of England. 
 
The theme of the stand for the weekend was the ongoing restoration by the 5BEL Trust of the Pullman cars 
that will make up the restored mainline operational set. 
 
With the use of photographs displaying the enormous engineering that has been undertaken on the first 
three cars at the 5BEL Workshop at Barrow Hill, near Chesterfield. 
 
Two Hornby 5BEL sets enhanced the display, with additional items linked to the final day of operation of 
the legendary ‘Brighton Belle’ on April 30th 1972.   
 
Interest in the project was surprising, with a constant stream of questions and surprise that the  
Belle is coming back in the Spring of 2016.  
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Dover Harbor - National Railway Historical Society Convention at Rutland, Vermont in June 2015. 
 

Photographs Clive Hanley and Text Professor Simon Cordery. 
 

 
 
Can there be such a thing as a modest Pullman Palace Car?  The very name evokes ostentatious luxury, 
travel of a kind unknown before the nineteenth and rarely bettered today. The introduction of Pullman 
sleeping cars in the 1860s revolutionized long-distance travel and, a decade later, parlor cars cemented an 
already formidable reputation for comfort and style at speed. Yet the penultimate car on a Vermont Rail 
System excursion train in June 2015 achieved the feat of offering a self-effacing Pullman presence. That is, 
until you entered it. 
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Owned by the Washington, DC, chapter of the National Railway Historical Society, Dover Harbor looks from 
the outside like a standard American heavyweight passenger car, its heritage evident only in the word 
Pullman painted in gold above the windows.  Dover Harbor travelled roughly 500 miles from its home near 
the nation's capital to join the annual NRHS conference.  Five journeys in six days through the rugged 
Vermont countryside promised plenty of Green Mountain scenery and a glorious Pullman experience for 
those fortunate enough to have booked a seat.   
 

 
 
Built at the Pullman works near Chicago in July 1923, the carriage rolled out of the paint shed as a 
combination baggage and library car named Maple Shade. Assigned to prestigious Pennsylvania Railroad 
trains, including the Broadway Limited, it provided the quintessential extras associated with railroad travel 
at its height in America. But, with the Great Depression denting profits, the Pullman Company embarked on 
an ambitious program of rebuilding its fleet. Maple Shade reappeared in 1934 as one of nine "Dover" series 
cars. Now named Dover Harbor and outfitted in standard Pullman green with gold lettering, it offered 
double bedrooms, a buffet, and a lounge along with air conditioning. It was assigned to run between New 
York City and Chicago over the New York Central Railroad, paralleling its earlier service. 
 
A 1948 anti-trust lawsuit brought by the federal government against Pullman required the company to sell 
its cars to the railroads on which they ran.  Dover Harbor was sold to the NYC and repainted into that 
railroad's distinctive two-tone gray livery. Dover Harbor continued to operate on the NYC, running from 
1954 between Washington, DC, and Montreal, until the Pullman company repurchased it in 1958 and finally 
retired it in 1965.  Like seven of its nine classmates it escaped the scrap yard, passing through several 
private owners before being purchased and refurbished by the NRHS.  
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The refurbishment has resulted in a comfortable ride regardless of conditions.  The lounge area looks like to 
be a classic Gentleman's Club on wheels.  Armchairs and settees face across the aisle but can be shifted for 
a view of the passing the scenery, and three "dinettes" (small, booth-like tables) provide intimate settings 
for a tête-à-tête en route.  With period light fixtures and elegant carpeting, the car takes full advantage of 
the American loading gauge, offering a sense of spaciousness even when filled with passengers. 
 
Off the lounge, a narrow corridor leads to the bedrooms, where careful planning and heavy springs on the 
bogies make for a comfortable night's sleep.  The sofa folds into a bed and a hidden berth swings down to 
make the room into a double.  Even more carefully planned is the kitchen, where not an inch has gone to 
waste.  Here, the cook creates three-course meals while the porter and the steward meet the needs of 
passengers between meals. 
 
Two Dover series heavyweights have been scrapped, but amazingly seven survive.  Of these, three are in 
museums around the USA, two are on preservation railroads, one is privately owned, and the other is the 
NRHS DC Chapter's Dover Harbor.  Of the seven, only two are in running condition.  And run they do, in 
their modest yet luxurious fashion. 
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Bill Phillips tidying a table. 
 
 

 
 

Ken Brooks welcomes you aboard. 
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DOVER HARBOR. 
 

 
 

No.4 MACINTYRE - An office car built in the 1920s by Pullman.   
National Railway Historical Society www.nrhs.com  

 

http://www.nrhs.com/
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Summer of Steam - Terence Mulligan. 
 
Norfolk Southern, which operates freight trains over one quarter of the USA map, has been hosting a 
summer of major steam excursions for the public in 2015, beginning in June.   
 

Not to be missed. 
 
Two different, historic, locomotives have starred at the head of eighteen passenger cars of 20th century 
vintage, half of which were built or operated by the Pullman Company. 
“Dover Harbor” provided uniformed first-class meal service for up to 24 passengers per excursion.  Trains 
averaged 600 passengers. 
These photos are of the August 22 trip, leaving near dawn, hugging the Lehigh River, boxed in by Vermont-
size Mountains, from steel center Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, north to a turning wye at Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, deep in the anthracite belt, where mines that brought out millions of tons per year are now 
overgrown. 
It was a trip through a scenic ravine, kayaks and whitewater rafters, far below, waving and raising oars to us 
as the engineer filled the whole canyon with the guttural whistle. 
“Dover Harbor” was coupled one car back from storming Nickel Plate Road 2-8-4 #765 (Lima, 1944), so out 
on the vestibule, with Dutch doors open, there was a steady shower of pea-size cinders raining down, and 
enough engine roar and hissing to make any seven-year-old ecstatic. 
 

 
©T.Mulligan. 

 
NKP765 near dawn departure from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
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©T.Mulligan. 
 

Breakfast pastries and fruit. 
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                ©T.Mulligan. 
 

Instructing the next generation. 
 

 
                  ©T.Mulligan. 
 

Luncheon is served. 
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              ©T.Mulligan. 

 
Lima Super-Power #765 at Jim Thorpe, PA. 

 

 
                        ©T.Mulligan. 
 
1923 Pullman Dover Harbor in foreground; behind is rare 1956 Seaboard Railway Pullman “sun lounge” 
Hollywood Beach with 5 bedrooms, lounge with glass roof, lighting made of driftwood for New York –
Miami Silver Meteor. 
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Find details below of a video link covering one hour and 23 minutes produced to mark the end of mainline 
operations for Merchant Navy class pacific No.35018 ‘Clan Line’.  
The program contains a number views of 35028 hauling the Belmond British Pullman. 
 
So it is time to put the kettle on, make a brew, grab a couple of chocolate digestives and indulge in some 
real UK Steam action with 35028.  
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGODkDyuk24-UmCMr2UiO7g 
 
 
In a small shed, in the corner of Stewarts Lane depot, near Battersea, a steam locomotive, built in the 
1940s, is being brought to life for its final main line rail tour. Southern Railway Merchant Navy class 
no.35028 Clan Line is bowing out of service after 9 years on the main line with a trip from London to Crewe. 
In this film, UK Heritage Hub take a look back at some of Clan Line’s best performances, and meet some of 
the volunteers who are preparing it for its final trip.  
 
With outstanding lineside photography from a number of regular UK Heritage Hub contributors, this film 
revisits the best bits of the second half of Clan Line's most recent boiler certificate.  
 
This, is Project 28: UK Heritage Hub’s Clan Line Farewell. 
 
Produced and edited by: James Corben 
Filmed by:                           James Corben, Daniel Gosling, David Oldham, James Batcheler and Kristian Gough 
 
Website:    www.ukheritagehub.co.uk 
Twitter:     @UKHeritageHub 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/UKHeritageHub 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGODkDyuk24-UmCMr2UiO7g
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La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens. 

 
  

  
International Railway Preservation Society. 

 
 

  

Les Grands Express Européens. 
 

The journal of the International Railway 
Preservation Society. 
 
Posted to your home address on 
publication. 
 
For membership details visit 
www.irps-wl.org.uk 
 
  

Contents Issue No.14 
Spring 2015. 

 
Editorial & Progress 
Report. 
 
Mitropa - Its History 
and its Struggle with 
CIWL - Part 2. 
 
Meet the Team. 
 
VL3929 Update. 
 
Mitropa competes with 
CIWL for Baltic 
passengers 1920 - 
1939. 
 
Plus further articles.     

http://www.irps-wl.org.uk/
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CIWL Sleeping Car type YTb No.3929 - Steffen Dresler. 
 

 
©S.Dresler. 
 

The CIWL sleeping car type YTb number 3929 at the Danish Railway museum in Odense, Denmark. 
 
The first thoughts about the possibility to display other rolling stock and items than from the Danish State 
operated railways (DSB), took its start in 1998 with the purchase of the blue dining car number VR 4247 
from the International dining and sleeping car company (CIWL).  This car was bought with sponsored help 
by the “The friends of the museum society” direct from the CIWL in Ostende in 1997. Here the car had been 
sitting for many years since it was taken out of active service in the middle of the 1970’s. The car was 
completely rebuilt and brought back as close one could come to the last service years in Denmark in 1964. 
The car was used from 1998 and onwards running in some “specials” with dining guests. But in order to 
keep the car in good condition (still running order) it was decided to display the car inside the museum and 
at the same time tell the story of the CIWL in Denmark.  
 
At the same time grow the wish to show the other side of the CIWL activities in Denmark, the use of the 
sleeping cars local in Denmark and in the international traffic.  Denmark had in fact had CIWL sleeping cars  
and later dining cars running from 1904 to 1971. So the “blue cars” were as common as the DSB owned 
maroon colored cars at the railways lines.  
 
From around 2005 the museum investigated “the market” for suitable sleeping cars. One of the problems 
was to find a typical “Danish” type sleeping car which excluded many of the possible sleeping cars for sale 
in Europe, type Lx and Mu´s. The aim was to find a type Y, YT or YU car because this type was the most 
common in use from just before the Second World War and to the end in 1971. Furthermore were the type 
Y, YT and YU cars normally running together with the same type of dining car bought in 1997, the 42xx 
series.   
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Some cars were found in Greece and others in Belgium and France, but the most suitable in our opinion, 
were the number 3916 at the Nene Valley Railway in the UK. But the club decided to restore the car 
themselves. Then what? To our surprise “surfaced” just south of the Danish/German border in the vicinity 
of Kiel, 3 VLs, numbers 3893, 3929 and 3893. They belonged to the “Verein Verkehrsamnateure und 
Museumsbahn e.V.”. Here they were used as accommodation for the members operating the club. To end 
the story, number 3929 was bought for 50,000 € and transported to Denmark by road with the help from 
the DSB emergency service. The costs for buying the car was paid by the MAERSK line foundation. Why the 
number 3929? Because the number 3929 was a typical “Danish” VL and we had photo confirmation of this 
car in use in Denmark from 1949 and onwards.  
 

 
©S.Dresler. 
 

July 2011, with side plates removed and new boxes for the windows. 
 
The car arrived at the DSB Central workshops in Copenhagen in November 2010, the museum had a local 
workshop for passenger cars and DMUs. The car was completely dismantled because we found it full of 
asbestos and more rust that expected. The removal of the asbestos being removed professionally, but the 
rest of the restoration with a few DSB workshop employees (the bogies, brakes and wheels) and the rest of 
98 percent by the many and skilled volunteers. 
 
The compartments needed a complete cleaning and some wood plating had to be renewed. The electrical 
system also had to be refurbished and many cables replaced to the new standard to meet the 21st century 
compliance. Both car ends had to be replaced with new steel plating and new doors (with new glass).  
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©S.Dresler. 
 

March 2013, the car body with all the new plates visible. 
 
The steel plating at both the sides and over the windows and some “roundings” at the upper windows 
frames the same. An inner frame was nearly missing due to rust and had to be replaced, this because water 
was running down and out of rust holes in the “windows boxes” placed inside the outer steel plating. 
The technical equipment was OK, and only required to be sand blasted and painted.  
The wooden floor in some compartments and in the aisle had to be replaced and painted. Over the wood 
floor new linoleum was laid.  
 
The original boiler did not exist, It had been removed some years ago and a “new” one was bought from 
our friends at the AJECTA near Paris.  In addition we were able to purchase from AJECTA original beddings, 
pots (for gentlemen use), carpets and a lot of other spare parts.  
Light bulbs, glass for the “Bricards” and technical and other difficult spare parts to get being purchased 
from the “CIWL super market” near Ostende. A former employee at the then CIWL repair works bought the 
left overs when the repair works closed. We just mailed a list of what wanted, drove down to Ostende and  
following payment we returned in the van loaded with one dismantled VL in very small parts. 
 The only problem encountered on the way back was explaining to the German border police and Danish 
Customs what it was. But explaining it was parts of a “Märklin model” in original size, everybody smiled and 
understood!  
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©S.Dresler. 
 

August 2012, the car body with complete new vestibule entrance. 
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In the summer of 2013 the “hard core” restoration ended and the car was sent to the Bombardier works 
(former Scandia Wagon factory) on its own wheels and painted. It returned in November the same year but 
now to the museum in Odense.   
 

 
©P.Thestrup. 
 

The newly painted VL outside the new home at the Danisk Railway Museum.  
 
The correct lettering was made from original CIWL drawings collected in Paris (Patrimoine CIWL). 
There was a small hold in the spring of 2014 due to administrative changes at the museum staff but from 
the autumn that year the Odense team took over and finished the job mostly the outfitting of the 
compartments. In June this year (2015) I could finish the job by making the compartment beds ready for 
exhibition. Some in the night and others in the day position.   
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           ©S.Dresler. 
 

1st class compartment, single bed, night position. 
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           ©S.Dresler. 
 

2nd class double bed compartment in night position. 
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             ©S.Dresler. 
 

The sleeping car conductor’s office in the boiler end. 
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                       ©S.Dresler. 
 

The wash basin within both the single or double sleeping compartment, 
with the lid opened and above the wood cabinet with two water glasses. 

 
Lastly, my thanks to everybody for the help and support, The AJECTA and the Patrimoine CIWL in France, 
IRPS at the Nene Valley Railway and The Pullman Society in the UK, De Zuid-Limburgse Stoomtrein 
Maatschappij in Simpelveld and Het Spoorwegmuseum in UTRICHT both in the Nederlands, Freunde der 
Compagnie des Wagons-Lits in Germany and as mentioned before, all the private collectors and CIWL 
interested in the UK, France, Netherlands, Belgium and Germany.  



Pullman & La Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits et des Grand Express Européens News  
Edition No.26 - September & October 2015 - Page 74 of 74 

 

Tail Lamp. 
 
I hope and trust that the contents of this bumper edition of your newsletter has proved of interest to you. 
As ever without the help of the contributors, this edition would not have been published, my thanks to all 
the contributors whose continued support has made this edition possible. 
 
It is now time to commence the preparation of the next edition, so in the event you have any news, 
photographs or even an article you would like to share with you fellow readers, please feel free to forward 
to the editorial address for inclusion. 
 
I am currently working on the next ‘Special Edition’, this will cover the 1966 Mk2 Pullman Cars from 
introduction to the present day. If you have any photographs of individual cars including both exterior and 
interior, also cars within train formations and finally cars withdrawn including those at Vic Berry’s scrap 
yard. I would very much appreciate any such photographs being forwarded in ‘jpg’ format to the editorial 
address.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Information is for sharing and not for gathering dust; it costs nothing to share knowledge”. 
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 T.Bye - ©PCS-A - September & October 2015.  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  


