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History ofHornby.

Hornby is a household name and is famous as the UK brand leader in the model railway hobby.
The founder of the current Hornby Hobbies Company (when Rovex) was Venetian.

The Beginning of Hornby.

Frank Hormby (1863mMm o c 0 ¢ K2 | LILJX ASR F2NJ I LI GSyd Ay wmonm G2 LINRPGSOG I drenAy @Sy
YR , 2dzy3 tS2L) SQd b2o2Re& (KSy O2dzZ R KI @S A Yl IyhthasSwe knkvetddayli KA & LINE R dzO
CNIyl | 2Nyoe ¢Fa INIYGSR KA& LI GSYyd yR az22y Lldzi GKS iloyhd&thlish@deit Ay (2
of Meccano Ltd i1907. Such was the success of the company; Frank Hornby had t@arggubve his factory to new and larger premises.

Meccano was to become one of the classic toys of all time.

Meccano Production.

Meccano production continued during the First World War and Hornby took the opportunity to introduce toy trains in 1920.
MECCANO Hornby Trains were powered by a higality clockwork motor, made of metal pressings held together by Meccano nuts and
o2fGaz IyR WnQ 3l dz38 Ay &aAl So | 2N}Yyo& ¢NIAya ¢gSNB |y Ayad
accessoriedn 1925the first Hornby electric train was produced, operating from a mains supply 62200/0lts.
By 1929 Hornby had evolved a much safer system and electric models worked from@tdDC source.
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Hornby Dublo and Trang Hornby.

HORNBY IN193& |1 2Ny o6& 5dzof2 oWwnnQO ¢ta fl dzyOKSR® ¢KA& gta&a | LIINBEAY!
B el locomotives had cast metal bodies, not pressed metal, and the buildings were made of wood. Both clockwork and electric sets
> g, were available befe the Second World War, although these were limited to Sir Nigel Gresley, an LNER A4 Class Pacific, and an
[bO9w /fl&aa bu Gly]l t202Y20A0S Ay GUKS ftAOBSNASa 2F (KS WoAS3

Production stopped during the Secomdorld War (939- 1945 but Hornby Dublo soon reappeared once the war was over,
although without a clockwork range. By the 1di@50s it was clear that Hornby Dublo was losing ground to its competitors and
changed from a threeail system to the establed two-rail track system 1959

Hornby came under increasing pressure from rival company Rovex with its branehofTRailways, who had developed

plastic bodied trains and carried out its manufacturing at a purgogé factory in Margate, Kent.

Hornby Dublo and T#ang Railways rivalled each other during the early 1960s and following the acquisiti®®4af Meccano
Ltd by Lines Bros (the parent company ofaimy Railways), the Hornby name was transferred (along with its copyright) to
Rovex sdhat Trirang Railways could be renamed-ding Hornby.

Production of Hornby Dublo ceasedlii64and some of the tooling was purchased by G&R Wrenn Ltd (another division of
Lines Bros.) to launch Jang Wrenn irll967.

The Triang Hornby period is besemembered by many for the change to British Rail blue liveries on diesel locomotives, the
introduction of preNationalisation liveries for steam locomotives and the launch of Battle Space and Battle Zone. Some of the
locomotives produced during this timedluded the E3000, Hymek, Class 37, M7, Hall Class, Coronation

Class, Flying Scotsman and Evening Star.

When in 1971 the Lines Group was brokgnthe model railway system which had frdrfB65been known as THang Hornby
was renamed Hornby Railways in dary 1972. Even though the name changed, production continued at the Margate factory.
The specification of a large part of the range was also upgraded in the late 1970s in response to the competition pra\idiedabg Mainline and
really began to takeffect in 1979 onwards to make it more attractive to adult enthusiasts and improvements were carried out to provide fimer sca
wheels, wire handrails on locomotives, better paint finish on plastic bodies and high definition printing of logos.
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From Hornly Railways to Hornby Group Plc.

There was a steady flow of new locomotives during the late 1970s and early 1980s including the A4, Footballer, King, Patriot
and Duchess Classes. New diesels included the$fighd Train (HST) which became a popular modg&intly. At the same
time a new range of regional and BR Mk3 coaches were introduced, which would serve the system for many years.

Other products included a!3¢3 | dzZ3S aGSIY LR SNBR Y2RSt 2F {GSLKSyazyQa w?
model of the iltfated tilting Advanced Passenger Train (APT).

In 1980the company, now known as Hornby Hobbies Ltd, became an independent company and on 29 (8%6kbexs

floated on the Unlisted Securities Market, becoming a public company.

Changes takim place on British Railways and privatisation of the railways at this time brought several neateyeg liveries

that were eagerly modelled by Hornby. The demand for these liveries and higher standards of modelling led to a number of
models being retoled. New products also included a Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends range, based on the television
series.

The Thomas series was launched @85at the same time as other new models were added to the Hornby range, including

. wQa St SO0 NXGonofivesarid MigintelCifyRoadhss.

Today, more privatised companies using the railway system have brought a further choice of new and diverse liveries to model.
All Hornby manufacturing moved to Chinali®5and the first model to be produced in Chiwas the Class 92. The first high

guality model was the Rebuilt Merchant Navy Class locomotive, which was to become a benchmark of quality for future
locomotives and rolling stock.

A | 2Ny oeée fFdzyOKSR (GKS FANERG O2 YYSNavelniSépembeRods Rairtogie wayfon Q 3 | dz=
(M. | v2 KSNJ LINERAZOG fAYS G2 GKS O2YLIyeaQa FtNBFRe SELIYRAYI N

Now simply called "Hornby", the company justifiably retains the name, although the Company is difféletite position held now for more than 50
@€SIFENER Fa . NAROGFAYQa fSIFIRAY3I Y2RSt NIAf gl & YI ydzFl OG dzZNB NI
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TableKey.

Text Colour: Description:
RED Table entries denote either a new or revised model.
BLUE Table entries (if any) denote models that never reaatiproduction.
RED SHADED | Table entries denote as being released in either train sets, train packs or coach packs.

Please noteregardingthe photographs within thipublication many ofthe models being from my own collection and have been enhanced imternally and
externally, and in the case of the Blue Pullman, repainted and applied correct transfers for both the MR & WR operatioral ser

Every home should have one.

 (Hornby Railways)-

BN -2 AL AT
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FirstSeries Cars

9" Parlour First(1958)

HIQ

R228- ParlourFirsta a ! w, € presl860 Rullman cat of arms.
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The 9" Pullman cars sometimes had plain brass lampshades and sometimes they were painted pink.

At one stage lampshades were reduced to a narrow spike.

A rarer version has a roof made in a cream coloured plastic (bewenée plasticalso turns a cream colour on the surface after long exposure to
sunlight) and late models had white rim wheels.

Cat No: Model:
R228 | 0Anneé, Wané, dRuthé or dMaryé = f arkBRW®RE Q®am- Availability19581973
R228 | Any with deep cream plastior the roof (Be aware of fakes) Availability Date Unknown

R228 | Any with blue lamp shades (Be aware of fakes) Availability Date Unknown
R228 | Anywith 'Golden Arrow" stickers Availability19621963
R228 | Any with white wheel rims Availability 1970

Bogie Types FittefR228 & R328

X29 andX329 ftted to models R228 & R3Z8m 1958 to 1962 X531 itted to modelsR228, R328 & R62fHm 1963 to 193.
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Roof Types FittedR228 & R328

Type 1- Asfitted from 1958 to 1962.

Type 2- As fitted from 1962 to 1973.

(Note the slots in the roof at cant rail levebr the installation of i K S & { 2 dzii K  2thaif rBai boaragyf Y I y €
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