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The tables as detailed being up-to-date (May 2018) and were originally planned to be part of the ά2018 RamsayΩs British Model Trains Catalogue - 
10th Editionέ, which will not be published. 
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History of Hornby. 
 
Hornby is a household name and is famous as the UK brand leader in the model railway hobby. 
The founder of the current Hornby Hobbies Company (when Rovex) was Venetian. 
 
 
The Beginning of Hornby. 
 
Frank Hornby (1863 - мфосύ ǿƘƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǘŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфлм ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨLƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻȅ ƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /Ƙƛƭdren 
ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ bƻōƻŘȅ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ Ƙƻōōy that we know today.  
CǊŀƴƪ IƻǊƴōȅ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨaŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ aŀŘŜ 9ŀǎȅΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŘ to the establishment 
of Meccano Ltd in 1907. Such was the success of the company; Frank Hornby had to regularly move his factory to new and larger premises.  
Meccano was to become one of the classic toys of all time. 
 
 
Meccano Production. 

 
Meccano production continued during the First World War and Hornby took the opportunity to introduce toy trains in 1920. 
Hornby Trains were powered by a high-quality clockwork motor, made of metal pressings held together by Meccano nuts and 
ōƻƭǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ΨлΩ ƎŀǳƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜΦ  IƻǊƴōȅ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
accessories. In 1925 the first Hornby electric train was produced, operating from a mains supply of 100-250 volts.  
By 1929, Hornby had evolved a much safer system and electric models worked from a six-volt DC source. 
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Hornby Dublo and Tri-ang Hornby. 
 

In 1938Σ IƻǊƴōȅ 5ǳōƭƻ όΨллΩύ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨлΩ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
locomotives had cast metal bodies, not pressed metal, and the buildings were made of wood. Both clockwork and electric sets 
were available before the Second World War, although these were limited to Sir Nigel Gresley, an LNER A4 Class Pacific, and an 
[b9w /ƭŀǎǎ bн ǘŀƴƪ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōƛƎ ŦƻǳǊΩ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ όD²wΣ [a{Σ [b9w ŀƴŘ {wύΦ 
 
Production stopped during the Second World War (1939 - 1945) but Hornby Dublo soon reappeared once the war was over, 
although without a clockwork range. By the late 1950s, it was clear that Hornby Dublo was losing ground to its competitors and 
changed from a three-rail system to the established two-rail track system in 1959. 
Hornby came under increasing pressure from rival company Rovex with its brand of Tri-ang Railways, who had developed 
plastic bodied trains and carried out its manufacturing at a purpose-built factory in Margate, Kent.  
 
Hornby Dublo and Tri-ang Railways rivalled each other during the early 1960s and following the acquisition in 1964 of Meccano 
Ltd by Lines Bros (the parent company of Tri-ang Railways), the Hornby name was transferred (along with its copyright) to 
Rovex so that Tri-ang Railways could be renamed Tri-ang Hornby.  
Production of Hornby Dublo ceased in 1964 and some of the tooling was purchased by G&R Wrenn Ltd (another division of 
Lines Bros.) to launch Tri-ang Wrenn in 1967. 
 
The Tri-ang Hornby period is best remembered by many for the change to British Rail blue liveries on diesel locomotives, the 
introduction of pre-Nationalisation liveries for steam locomotives and the launch of Battle Space and Battle Zone. Some of the 
locomotives produced during this time included the E3000, Hymek, Class 37, M7, Hall Class, Coronation 
Class, Flying Scotsman and Evening Star. 
 
When in 1971 the Lines Group was broken-up the model railway system which had from 1965 been known as Tri-ang Hornby 

was renamed Hornby Railways in January 1972. Even though the name changed, production continued at the Margate factory. 
The specification of a large part of the range was also upgraded in the late 1970s in response to the competition provided by Airfix and Mainline and 
really began to take effect in 1979 onwards to make it more attractive to adult enthusiasts and improvements were carried out to provide finer scale 
wheels, wire handrails on locomotives, better paint finish on plastic bodies and high definition printing of logos. 
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From Hornby Railways to Hornby Group Plc. 

 
There was a steady flow of new locomotives during the late 1970s and early 1980s including the A4, Footballer, King, Patriot 
and Duchess Classes. New diesels included the High-Speed Train (HST) which became a popular model instantly. At the same 
time a new range of regional and BR Mk3 coaches were introduced, which would serve the system for many years. 
 
Other products included a 31/2έ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ wƻŎƪŜǘΣ ½ŜǊƻ м όǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊ ǘƻ 5//ύ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
model of the ill-fated tilting Advanced Passenger Train (APT). 
 
In 1980 the company, now known as Hornby Hobbies Ltd, became an independent company and on 29 October 1986 was 
floated on the Unlisted Securities Market, becoming a public company. 
Changes taking place on British Railways and privatisation of the railways at this time brought several new eye-catching liveries 
that were eagerly modelled by Hornby. The demand for these liveries and higher standards of modelling led to a number of 
models being retooled. New products also included a Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends range, based on the television 
series. 
 
The Thomas series was launched in 1985 at the same time as other new models were added to the Hornby range, including 
.wΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ /ƭŀǎǎ фл ŀƴŘ фм locomotives and Mk4 InterCity coaches. 
Today, more privatised companies using the railway system have brought a further choice of new and diverse liveries to model. 
All Hornby manufacturing moved to China in 1995 and the first model to be produced in China was the Class 92. The first high 
quality model was the Rebuilt Merchant Navy Class locomotive, which was to become a benchmark of quality for future 
locomotives and rolling stock. 
IƻǊƴōȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ΨллΩ ƎŀǳƎŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ƭƻŎƻmotive in September 2003, paving the way for 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ срл ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ 
 

Now simply called "Hornby", the company justifiably retains the name, although the Company is different with the position held now for more than 50 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜƭ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΦ 
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Table Key. 
 

Text Colour: Description: 

RED Table entries denote either a new or revised model. 

BLUE Table entries (if any) denote models that never reached production.   

RED SHADED Table entries denote as being released in either train sets, train packs or coach packs. 
 
Please note, regarding the photographs within this publication, many of the models being from my own collection and have been enhanced both internally and 
externally, and in the case of the Blue Pullman, repainted and applied correct transfers for both the MR & WR operational services. 
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First Series Cars. 
 
9" Parlour First (1958). 
 

 
 

R228 - Parlour First άa!w¸έ ǿƛǘƘ pre-1960 Pullman coat of arms. 
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The 9" Pullman cars sometimes had plain brass lampshades and sometimes they were painted pink.   
At one stage lampshades were reduced to a narrow spike.   
A rarer version has a roof made in a cream coloured plastic (beware - white plastic also turns a cream colour on the surface after long exposure to 
sunlight) and late models had white rim wheels.   
 
 
Cat No: Model: 
R228 άAnneέ, άJaneέ, άRuthέ or άMaryέΣ ƭƛǾŜǊȅ 5ark Brown & Cream - Availability 1958-1973 
R228 Any with deep cream plastic for the roof (Be aware of fakes) -    Availability Date Unknown 
R228 Any with blue lamp shades (Be aware of fakes) -                             Availability Date Unknown 
R228. Any with 'Golden Arrow' stickers -                                                      Availability 1962-1963 
R228 Any with white wheel rims -                                                                 Availability 1970 

 
 
Bogie Types Fitted R228 & R328.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X29 and X329 fitted to models R228 & R328 from 1958 to 1962. 
 

 

X531 fitted to models R228, R328 & R625 from 1963 to 1973. 
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Roof Types Fitted R228 & R328.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Type 1 - As fitted from 1958 to 1962. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Type 2 - As fitted from 1962 to 1973. 
 

(Note the slots in the roof at cant rail level for the installation of ǘƘŜ ά{ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎ tǳƭƭƳŀƴέ train roof boards). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


