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Cover Photograph:
March 2nd 1964 – Paddington Station – The Blue Pullman awaits departure with believed leading
power car W60097.
cJohn Boyes – J.W. Armstrong Trust Collection – C.Barber 2009.
Editorial:
Welcome to Coupe News No: 73.
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and images for inclusion within this edition.
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by e‐mail or
printing a copy, to any one you may know who will also be interested in reading about matters
Pullman.
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list, then Email to the editorial
address with your request, it’s as simple as that.
Also some readers do not receive copies as published for one reason or another, I do get bounce
backs advising that an e‐mail address no longer exists or the mail box full. If by the 5th of each month
your copy fails to arrive, please Email the editorial address and I will forward to you the missing
edition.
The views and articles within this publication are not necessarily those of the editor.
Information Required:
I will welcome any information on the Pullman car located on your local preserved railway or in use
as a static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupe News and the Pullman Car Services Archive.
Information is for sharing ‐ not gathering dust…..
If you have any material for inclusion in No.74, please forward by March 26th 2009.
Coupe News No.74 will be published on April 1st 2009.
Editorial Address:
Terry Bye
Pullman Car Services
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
Coupe News editions 1 to 72 and all Special Editions can be sourced at: ‐
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html
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We remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as this edition of
Coupe News.
Type of Car:
First Class Car.
Into Service:
1897 for South Eastern Railway.
Original Builder:
Metropolitan Railway Carriage & Wagon Company, Birmingham.
Pre 1960 Schedule No: 73.
Post 1960 Schedule No: 80.
Name:
DOROTHY.
Rebuilt:
Pullman Car Company at Preston Park Works.
Type of Car:
Parlour.
Into Service:
March 1919.
Tare:
30t.
Covers:
24.
Formerly South Eastern Railway “No.205” of 1897.
Stopped: June 1ST 1930.
Written Off by the P.C.Co., September 30th 1930.

Free Newsletters and Magazines:
MRE Mag.
Model Railway Express ‐ Britain's leading FREE online magazine for railway modellers with thrice
weekly news and readers' discussion. Also, model and book reviews, classified ads., etc. Over 1,000
readers and published every Monday, Wednesday & Friday by Pat Hammond.
Visit www.mremag.com for further detail and information.
RAILDATE.
The weekly newsletter produced and also published by Howard Sprenger of the Hursley Park Model
Railway Society every Friday covering general railway subjects with links to sites for further
information visit: ‐
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter.
RAILWAY HERALD.
Railway Herald is a colour magazine that covers today’s railway scene in the UK.
Please note this magazine has been updated into a new format, I recommend if you have yet to view this
magazine you do so now.
Visit www.railwayherald.co.uk for further detail and information.
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Coupe News ‐ Passengers Reservations List.
212 x Regular First Class Passengers.
3 x Web Sites ‐ Passenger Numbers Unknown.
Welcome aboard to the following joining passengers: –
Denis Dunstone, Jon Jolliffe & Ron Hann.

Look Back At Pullman:
1959 – March – 50 Years Ago:
March 15th.

Noted hauling the ‘Down’ Golden Arrow service.
Merchant Navy Pacific 4‐6‐2 No.35015

March 21st.

Grand National Day.
A thirteen coach charter train from Cleethorpes with Pullman cars
CAR No.303 and ex Devon Belle observation car M280M within its
formation.

1969 – March – 40 Years Ago:
March 21st.

Noted at Birds Scrap Yard at Long Marston CAR No.106.

March 29th.

A 12 x Blue Pullman car formation noted at Sheffield with Football Excursion
for the Leicester City & West Bromwich FA Cup Semi‐Final.

March 31st.

Noted at Birds Scrap Yard at Long Marston CAR No.303.

1979 – March – 30 Years Ago:
March 20th.

Brighton Football Club Charter “Seagulls Special” to Bristol includes
E315 ex First Class Kitchen HERON.

March 24th.

Brighton Football Club Charter “Seagulls Special” to Cambridge includes
E315 ex First Class Kitchen HERON
Note, The 1978/79 Football Season was to be the last season in which
Pullman cars were to be used in First Class Charter Formations.
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Society for the Prevention of Calling Sleeping Car Porters "George".
(Source: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

A Pullman sleeping car Porter.

The Society for the Prevention of Calling Sleeping Car Porters "George" (SPCSCPG) was an
association composed largely of railway sleeping car porters in the United States of America to promote
the elimination of the degrading and racist practice of referring to all porters by the name “George”
regardless of their actual name.
The name refers to George Pullman of the Pullman Company which at one time manufactured and
operated a large proportion of all the sleeping cars in North America.
Porters were overwhelmingly African American and the practice presumably derived from the old
custom of naming slaves after their masters, in this case porters being regarded as servants of
George Pullman.
The society was initiated by white railway employees actually named George, who were either
annoyed by the practice, or thought that founding the society would be an amusing joke.
At its peak, the society had 31,000 members, including King George V of the United Kingdom,
American baseball player George Herman”Babe” Ruth, and French Politician Georges Clemenceau.
Refer also to: -

Tye, Larry. Rising from the Rails: Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class. Henry
Holt: 2004 ISBN 0‐8050‐7075‐3.
Tye, Larry. "Choosing Servility To Staff America's Trains", AFP Reporter (volume 21, number 1), 2003.
Retrieved June 21, 2007.
"Names make news." December 7, 1936, Time Magazine. Retrieved June 21, 2007.
Editors Note. My thanks to reader Clive Warneford for advising of the above item, visit Wikipedia site
at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pullman_Car_Company
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The J.W Armstrong Trust ‐ Richard Barber.
The trust was founded in 1987 by Messers P.J Robinson, D.Tyremen, J.R Midcalf, A.R Thompson,
E.Maxwell and the late Ken Groundwater.
The original aim was to preserve the collection of the late John (Jack) W Armstrong following his
death in 1986. His collection at around 10,000 images held on glass plate & film was quite significant
as it preserved the images of the railway in the North East dating back to the early 1920’s.
Mainly steam with only a few electric and hand full of diesel shots the collection, once saved needed
to be identified, not an easy task without a note book.

cJohn Boyes – J.W.Armstrong Trust – R.Barber2009.
November 25th 1963 Darlington Top Bank Platform 1.
John Boyes had travelled on the ‘Up’ Queen of Scots Pullman service from Edinburgh to Darlington
within Mk1 Kitchen Second CAR No.338 (Above).
John Midcalf developed a method for taking slides of the negative images so we could present slide
shows which in turn could be seen by fellow enthusiasts.
It was from these early slide shows that locations were seen and identified and stories told of
different railway events.
The slide shows also spread the name of the J.W Armstrong trust and encouraged other railway
photographers to pass on to us or leave in their wills the photographic collections held by the trust
today.
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cIan Coulson – J.W.Amstrong Trust – R.Barber2009.
Ian photographed D1580 at Newcastle Station with the ’Up’ Queen of Scots Pullman, no actual has
been identified. But, we can date this prior to the Queen of Scots Pullman service withdrawal on
June 12th 1964.
More recently the trust who’s aim now is to preserve the photographic image taken by railway
enthusiasts, of an age when you would not take a shot because it was just another WD, 8F, Spamcan
or dare I say it a Castle has changed our name to the “Armstrong Railway Photographic Trust” this
was to reflect that we are no longer just looking after John Armstrong’s collection but now quite a
number of collections in our care and with some 200,000 images to identify and catalogue.
While it has been educational for me looking at all these pictures we are aware that we need to pass
on these images to future generations and the trust is developing our own web site.
Looking to the future and hopefully capturing young likeminded individuals who could be of
assistance to us. I’m using my own website to show some of the images that I have come across
while cataloguing the collections of such people as Ken Cockerill, John M Boyes, Ian Coulson, Frank
Bell and Norman Skinner.
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cJohn Boyes – J.W.Armstrong Trust – R.Barber2009.
Coxhoe Junction May 23dr 1964 on the East Coast Main Line.
John Boyes records Deltic D9017 “DURHAM LIGHT INFRANTRY” heading the ‘Up’ Queen of Scots
Pullman, this service had only a matter of weeks before withdrawal on June 12th.
Passing overhead on the flyover is the Stephenson Locomotive Trust brake van rail tour hauled by
Ivatt Mogul 2‐6‐0 No. 43129.

Readers may wish to visit Richard’s site at http://51a.fotopic.net

Editors Note.
My thanks to Richard for his continuing support in allowing photographs from the collection to be
included in past and hopefully future editions of Coupe News.
As fellow readers have seen from the photographs Richard has forwarded for use in the past there
are gems in every collection and hopefully some more from collections Richard has yet to receive!
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THE PULLMAN SOCIETY
The Society is dedicated to the study of all aspects of Pullman operations in the British isles
and Continental Europe – and in the United States, where the first cars were built and
services began.
The society journal “The Golden Way” is published three times a year
For further details including Membership please contact
Alan Wood ‐ Email awood17166@aol.com

Pullman Car QUEEN MARGARET ‐ Geoff Coy.
I am currently researching the Pullman Car Queen Margaret without great success and would be
grateful for any information that any reader can provide me with regard to drawing and
photographs
Geoff Cox Responds.
In response to ‘Coupe News 72’– a request for photos and drawings of ‘Queen Margaret’.
Copies of the original drawings – side, plan and end elevation, can be seen at
Birmingham Central Library/ Local Studies Archive/ Metro‐Cammel file/ micro‐fiche roll No146/42.
The National Railway Museum has a rather oblique 3/4 side view photo of the corridor side of the
car. It’s still in umber but with the gold PULLMAN transfer letters painted over, although their
outline is still visible underneath, plus the LMS number 219 has been added ‐ to the right of the car’s
name.
There is also a very nice 3/4 side view colour photo of the Kitchen side of the car, from the toilet end,
as BR SC219M ‐ in Carmine & Cream ‐ in Back Track Vol 9 No5 May 95 p275.

Passenger Comments & Views.
Pat O’Connor writes,
Thank you once again. Some very fine shots of the Bulmer’s Pullman train (and at least the MK 1s
were out of sight at the back)! And great news if a re‐vamped Brighton Belle gets off the ground.

Clive Morris writes,
Many thanks for your note and the copy of Coupe News, we will certainly keep you informed of
progress with the Brighton Belle.
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2009 Hornby DEVON BELLE ‐ Glen Woods.
Within Coupe News No.72 February 2009 details are supplied with regard to the 2009 Hornby
DEVON BELLE train pack and additional car pack.
R2817 Devon Belle Train Pack:
34007 Wadebridge (high tender ‐ early BR emblem)
Pullman Car ‐ GERALDINE ‐ Kitchen First
Pullman Car ‐ No. 27 ‐ Parlour Brake Third
Pullman Car ‐ No. 13 ‐ Observation Car
R4380 – Additional Devon Belle Car Pack:
Pullman Car – ARGUS ‐ Kitchen First
Pullman Car ‐ No. 208 ‐ Parlour Third
Pullman Car ‐ No. 64 ‐ Parlour Brake Third
I find that the choice of car GERALDINE to be rather curious because this car was converted during
1948 to Third Class Car No. 166 and transferred, on loan, to the Eastern Region. Geraldine (as Car
No. 166) did operate in the Devon Belle (Exeter Portion) from 1953.
From May to September 1948 the following Cars from the above train packs were shown as
operating in the Devon Belle:‐
Car No. 208
‐ Coach "N" in the Plymouth portion of train No. 2 (ex‐Leona converted to
Guard Parlour in 1947)#
Car No. 27
‐ Coach "A" in the Ilfracombe portion of train No. 1
Car No. 13
‐ Unlettered coach in the Ilfracombe portion of train No. 1
ARGUS
‐ Coach "G" in the Ilfracombe portion of train No. 1
# worked as coach "A" the Ilfracombe portion of train No. 1 in later years
I can find no record of Car No. 64 in SR lists during the period of operation of the Devon Belle.
Editoral Response ‐ “GERALDINE & CAR No.64 ‐ Hornby Devon Belle Set Allocation.
In respect of car GERALDINE, I refer you to Coupe News Special Edition No.2 The Devon Belle.
On pages 8 and 9 within the text of Pullman Car Company Special Notice dated June 4th 1947, the
car is detailed in the formation.
The inaugural service commenced on June 20th 1947, a year in advance of the cars conversion to
CAR No.166.
In respect of CAR No.64 use within the Devon Belle, I believe this to be an error and believe it should
have been CAR No.54.
Simon Kohler of Hornby Response.
With regard to car GERALDINE, the car is listed as being in the Devon Belle within the book titled
‘Southern Titled Trains’.
Reference to CAR No.64, this is a catalogue typo error; I can confirm that it will be CAR No.54 within
the pack.
Glen Woods further Response.
My main point regarding GERALDINE being included in the set was that the locomotive provided is
34007 in Brunswick green with the early emblem on the tender and that by the time the locomotive
was in this condition Geraldine would have been CAR No. 166 and was working on the Eastern
Region.
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THE PULLMAN SOCIETY – 2009 AGM.
The Society AGM is to be held at Tenterden on Saturday May 9th.
For further information please contact
Antony Ford ‐ Pullman Society Curator and Archivist.
Tel: 01793 704428

THE BRIGHTON BELLE PROJECT.

cT.Robbins
I have not been advised on progress in the last four weeks with regard to the project.
CAR No.88 has been relocated from London to Rampart C&W Company Workshops at Derby.
Car No.85 is to be stored at Southall.
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PRE‐PRODUCTION PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE NEW HORNBY PULLMAN CARS.

12 wheel Pullman cars.
Please be aware that these are early pre‐production prototypes, and may feature incorrect detail or
missing parts.
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Pullman DEVON BELLE Observation Car.

Please be aware that these are early pre‐production prototypes, and may feature incorrect detail or
missing parts.

My thanks to Simon Kohler of Hornby for allowing the reproduction of the above images.
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The Churchill Van – an update and an appeal for funds – Stephen Doughty – Swanage Railway.

1965 Photo copyright Roger Merry‐Price

2007 Photo is copyright Andrew P M Wright

Further to last month’s update, Steve Doughty advises of the following on February 8th.
The Swanage Railway's plan to restore the Churchill car has received a boost with the offer by a
supporter to match fund, pound for pound, what the railway can raise towards the project by 30th
April up to a maximum of £5,000.
The Swanage Railway plans to use the inside of the 1932 built rail car to house a small museum
dedicated to telling the story of the logistics contribution of the British railways and the men and
women who operated them to the winning of the Second World War.
The offer follows a decision by the UK Heritage Lottery Fund not to support the project, despite
endorsement by the International Churchill Society, the UK's Imperial War Museum, His Grace the
Duke of Marlborough and others.
The car was successfully returned to the UK last year from California.
Full details of the project can be found by following the attached link
http://www.swanagerailway.co.uk/news475.htm. Alternatively, please contact me at
stephen.doughty1@btopenworld.com or by phone on 44‐7860‐108754.
If you would like to support this project, please complete the form below and return this with your
donation. UK taxpayers can increase the value of their donation at no extra cost by completing a gift
aid form, which enables the Trust to reclaim tax paid. A gift aid form is provided overleaf and if
appropriate we would ask you to please consider completing this if you have not already done so.

If you would like to support this project, please complete the form below and return this with your
donation. UK taxpayers can increase the value of their donation at no extra cost by completing a gift
aid form (as detailed on the next page, a photocopy is acceptable, or contact Coupe News at
Pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk and a blank copy will be Emailed to you in ‘Word’ format)
which enables the Trust to reclaim tax paid.
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1965 Photo copyright Roger Merry‐Price

I wish to support the Swanage Railway Trust’s restoration of the Churchill van.
Please find enclosed a cheque for £……………......... Cheques should be made payable to the
Swanage Railway Trust (Churchill Project) and sent to the Swanage Railway Trust,
Station House, Swanage, DORSET, BH19 1HB.
Donations can also be made on‐line using a credit or debit card at the Swanage Railway Trust’s
website at http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm#Churchill
Gift Aid Declaration
Please reclaim tax on all donations made by me since 6th April 2002, and all donations I make in
future to the Swanage Railway Trust (Registered Charity No. 1087318). All donations made by me
will be treated as Gift Aid Donations. I understand I must pay an annual amount of Income Tax or
Capital Gains Tax in the relevant tax year equal to any tax reclaimed by the Trust in that year, and I
will advise you if this is not the case. I also understand that I may withdraw at any time by notifying
you in writing.
Full Name

_____________

SRT Membership Number

Address

_______________
_____________________________________

Postcode
Signature

______________
Date

Use of Funds Statement: It is intended that the funds raised through this appeal will be used to
further the restoration of the Swanage Railway Trust’s heritage coaches. Should circumstances
dictate that the Swanage Railway Trust is unable to pursue this project then the funds raised will be
used to further the general aims of the Swanage Railway Trust and will be allocated at the discretion
of the Council of Management. The Swanage Railway Trust is a Registered Charity No. 1087318.
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American Transportation Online – Leo King.
For the last couple of months I have been working toward establishing a web site intended to bring
news of various transportation modes online.
I unveil the site for you with a lengthy feature about Amtrak's future.
If you point your browser to http://www.americantransportationonline.com/, you'll find the story
under "Features." It's the top story there.
If you go into the archives pages, you'll find other stories starting on January 5 dealing with trucking,
shipping and flight.
All the best,
Leo King
Editor
American Transportation Online

EAGLE ON THE MOVE – Glen Woods.

cPCS
On Wednesday February 25th Glen went to Weir Wood Reservoir to undertake some bird watching
and was quite surprised to see an Eagle!
This one was of course the BR Mk1 Met‐Cam Pullman Car ‘EAGLE’ on a low loader heading westward
on the A264.
It is believed that the car was enroute from the Bluebell Railway to the Mid Hants Railway.
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Tail Lamp.
My thanks to the following readers who have taken time to contribute to this edition of Coupe News
in the form of Email, news, articles and photograph’s.
Simon Kohler, Glen Woods, Chris Barber, Steve Doughty, Geoff Cox, without your contributions this
edition would have been much the poorer.
Having placed my order for one of each of the 2009 Hornby’s Pullman car and sets, I am impressed
with the images of pre‐production prototype models that Simon Kohler has allowed me to include
within this edition. The “Down turn & Recession” will not affect my capital investment in new rolling
stock for passenger services on my railway this year.
Commencing next month and for potentially the next three to four editions I intend advise readers
of Pullman services available within the United Kingdom. This will include static and mobile
operations on the main line and preserved railways. If you have anything you wish to contribute with
regard to past service provision, please feel free to forward images and text.
We start within the April edition with the Bluebell Railways “Golden Arrow” service.
This month’s cover image as recorded by the late John Boyes of a Blue Pullman service at
Paddington in March 1964. Will the image stir within some readers the hope that one day one of the
UK model railway manufactures will ‘grasp the nettle’ and take up the challenge, as it won’t go away
the matter constantly appears in magazines on the inter‐net.
Over the years of operation the sets have been noted on the MR, WR, SR & ER.
The SR & ER were charter workings that have been recorded, at times not all Pullman workings were
recorded to be published in journals etc.
As a starter let’s take the 6 x car Midland Pullman formation, either as a full train pack of the six cars,
or as in the past a 3 x car set with the opportunity to expand the formation with a 3 x car pack.
This to be followed with a product update to the 8 x car Western Pullman set, with the same
options.
So how about it Messrs Hornby, Bachmann or Dapol.
My thanks to Peter Hall for his assistance in the production of the 20th Edition of the Pullman Car
Preserved 1874 – 1966.
Edition 20 was published in late February, and my personal thanks to those readers who Emailed by
return there thanks, I am glad the document is of assistance to so many of you.

Remember ‐ “Information is for Sharing – Not gathering Dust”.
T.Bye ‐ PCS – March 1st 2009.
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