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Cover Photograph:
Reader John Collins visited the West Coast Railways Carnforth Depot Open Weekend (July 26th & 27th).
To John’s surprise he found car LYDIA with its exterior paintwork and lining gleaming on display.
Alas car’s BERTHA and ISLE OF THANET were not on exterior display.

Editorial:
Welcome to Coupe News No: 66.
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and images for inclusion within this edition.
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by e‐mail or printing a
copy, to any one you may know who will also be interested in reading about matters Pullman.
Information Required.
I will welcome any information on the Pullman car located on your local preserved railway or in use as a
static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupe News and the Pullman Car Services Archive.
Information is for sharing ‐ not gathering dust…..
If you have any material for inclusion in No.67, please forward by August 26th.
Coupe News No.67 will be published on September 1st.

Editorial Address:
Terry Bye
Pullman Car Services
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
Coupe News editions 1 to 65 and all Special Editions can be sourced at: ‐
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html
Editors note to the readership.
The views and articles within this publication are not necessarily those of the editor.
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list.
Please Email to the editorial address with your request, it’s as simple as that.
Some readers do not receive copies as published for one reason or another.
I do get bounce backs advising that an e‐mail address no longer exists or the mail box full. If by the 5th
of each month your copy fails to arrive, please Email the editorial address and I will forward to you the
missing edition.
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We remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as this edition of Coupe
News.
Pre 1960 Schedule No: 66.
Post 1960 Schedule No: 64.
Name:
MARY SEATON.
Type of Car:
DINING.
Into Service:
July 1914.
Builder:
Cravens Limited, Sheffield.
Tare:
43t.
Covers:
28.

1914:

Enters service on the Caledonian Railway.

1933 December 4th:

Taken over by the LMSR and allocated the identity of 202.

Free Newsletters/Magazines:
MRE Mag.
Daily newsletter (Monday to Friday) from Pat Hammond covering model railway news, views and products.
www.mremag.com

RAILDATE.
The weekly newsletter (Friday) covering general railway subjects with links to sites for further
information, from Hursley Park Model Railway Society. For further information visit: ‐
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter.

RAILWAY HERALD.
Railway Herald is a colour magazine which has recently been updated and covers today scene on the railway.
www.railwayherald.co.uk
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Look Back At Pullman.
1933 – August – 75 Years Ago:

August.

1888 built S/No. 7 ( ‐ 1959) then S/No.6 (1960) PRINCESS
1890 built S/No. 8 DUCHESS OF ALBANY. Both cars reported as being
withdrawn from service.
Both cars were written off by the P.C.Co. on September 30th 1929.
Cars PRINCESS & DUCHESS OF ALBANY from c1930 to c1987 located as a
grounded residential body at Partridge Green, East Sussex.

1968 – August – 40 Years Ago:
August 21st.

Four cars from a Blue Pullman set noted at Swindon Works open day.
The four cars were noted in the new Grey & Blue livery.

August.

The three 5‐Bel Pullman car sets that operate the ‘Brighton Belle’ service have
been given a new lease of life expectancy.
The sets will be refurbished both internally and externally at the Eastliegh C&W
Works. This will give the three sets a life expectancy of a further eight years
(1976). This fell short by four years when all three sets were withdrawn in April
1972.

August.

1960 S/No.321 SWIFT Kitchen First car, becomes the final named East Coast
Pullman car to be repainted from umber & cream into the new Grey & Blue
livery with the only identification marking of E321.

1973 – August – 35 Years Ago:
August.

Ex‐CIWL car No.2757 purchased by Ind Coope breweries and has been
delivered to the ‘Nightingale’ public house at Denham by road. The car is to be
used as a static restaurant.

August.

Brighton Football Club charter Pullman car E315 ex‐HERON.

1988 – August – 20 Years Ago:
August.

Pullman cars SAPPHIRE, PADUA & ROSALIND arrive at Seaburn in County
Durham, for use as static restaurants within the partially constructed
‘Puffin Billy’ motel restaurant.
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The Demise of Stobart Pullman – Doug Lindsay.
It is with some sadness that I have to report that the recently introduced Stobart Pullman luxury dining
train (Coupe News No.61, March 2008) has come to a stand at the buffers.
Following a four day ‘West Highland Waverley’ Tour last weekend (11th‐14th July), the news was broken
that all operations are suspended. The stock, mainly owned and operated by DRS, is currently at
Wembley Depot and is to be de‐branded from the Stobart livery. At present there is no news of
whether it will be re‐introduced by another operator under another title. DRS are said to be ‘looking at
their options’ as regards the actual coaching stock, whilst as far as is known many of the staff have
been handed redundancy notices. Some marketing shortfalls and lack of bookings are said to be some
of the reasons that the operation has been suspended. The website is no longer available and there is
a recorded message from the Derby booking office.
This comes at a time of an economic slowdown in trade and possibly this in itself has a bearing on the
suspension of services. Also this can have an effect in customer confidence for the whole charter
market which as may be seen of late has suffered many cancellations.
It is a pity that this suspension of services concerns a train bearing the name Pullman as, when the
launch took place in February, it was seen as a successful venture and a re‐introduction of another
Pullman service to the rails of the network, however it was to be short lived, sadly.
Whilst it could never have imitated the ‘glory days’ of the real Pullman trains, it was a brave effort to
provide a service with refurbished stock and quality catering utilizing the cascaded comfortable Mark III
stock to enable a train to cover most parts of the country at a speed which enabled it to be pathed
sensibly within the timetabled trains.
Having been Tour Manager on the majority of the trains run this year, and an ardent Pullman
enthusiast at that, I can only mourn its passing!
So, another little piece of our Pullman history is made, and I felt it should be recorded in Coupe News.

Photograph – D.Jones – CAR No.351 on the Mid Hants Railway July 20th
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Attendant’s Requests.
R01/08.
Last month Mike Morant requested help in identification of what was thought to be a Pullman car, as
per the photograph below: ‐

The following response was received from Chris Hankin within 24 hours of Coupe News being published.
Terry,
The picture taken at Uxbridge looks very like an early District Line car ‐ I'm not enough of an expert to
identify the stock, but it does have "the look" about it.
I attach two photographs of similar vehicles from the District Line.
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Regards, Chris.

The following response was received from Brian Scales.
I believe that the unknown car at Uxbridge in 1951, as shown in the July Coupe News, is a very old
London Underground car generally similar to the one shown in the photograph below.
The car appears to have the same dimensions as the 1920 F Stock former District Line cars next to it.
It has been said that the F Stock trains were the best trains that London Underground ever had.
In terms of moving large quantities of people and the capability of rapid loading and unloading, the F
Stock has never been equaled.
Regards, Brian
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R02/08.
Mark Arscott requests help with regard to ex‐Pullman cars in Departmental Use.
I wonder if any fellow reader of Coupe News might be able to shed any light on the following Pullman
cars that following withdrawal from service were sold for Departmental use.
The Departmental Engineers Numbers allocated as follows: ‐
e 970200; e 970201; DE 970202; DE 960820 (think it might be Cambria) and NE 960822 ‐ 'Dist Engineer
Cambridge'
Has anyone compiled a list of the original Pullman car identity prior to Departmental use of these cars
and any known location whilst in Departmental use.
Regards, Mark.

03/08.
Keith Neat responds with regard to the latest “Coupe News Special Edition”.
I loved the Coupe News Special Edition on Tri‐ang Hornby Pullmans. There was just one omission that
of the Tri‐ang TT Pullmans made from 1963 to 1967.
They were modelled on the then new East Coast Mark I Pullmans and for their
time were very good models.
Regards, Keith.
Links:‐
http://www.tri‐ang.co.uk/TT/pullman.htm
http://www.tri‐ang.co.uk/TT/pullmanA.htm

04/08.
David Cooke in Tasmania requests the help of any reader relating to the Brighton Belle.
It is always a delight to get your news letter.
I was wondering if I may make a request for some information on the Brighton Bell sets.
I am making an O gauge model based on the Leeds model company Paper sides/kits, and I am seeking
information on the under floor detail and the roof ventilators. I have lots of photos from many sources but
no plans. Someone from this site kindly sent me some plans but they were only of the internal layout.
The Leeds models only had basic battery boxes which are not correct, I have made up the sides roof
and some running gear which when finished I would be happy to send photos.
If I can get more information for the under floor details and ventilators (Plans) I would be very grateful.
Many thanks, David Cooke, Tasmania, Australia.
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05/08.
Alan Macdonald requests the help of any reader relating to car destination roof boards.
I have read recently the articles with ‘Model Rail No.116’ covering Pullmans.
I am currently building Pullman cars for the ‘Queen of Scots’ and ‘Brighton Belle’ and wish to include
the “Destination/Name Boards” on the roofs of the cars and under floor equipment, I would be obliged
if any fellow Coupe News reader can advise me on the following: ‐
1. Sizes of the boards and what was printed on them.
2. Details on the sizes of the fixings to which the boards slide into on the roof.
3. The under floor fittings to both the QoS and Belle cars.
I note within the edition of ‘Model Rail’ the following observations in relation to roof board fixings: ‐
Page 41, the Brighton Belle has either 2 of 4 roof fixings.
Page 46 & 47, the Golden Age Brake has 4 fixings.
Page 49, the Pullman car has 4 fixings.
Page 51, the model has 3 fixings.
P9.
Also was provision made on the Devon Belle Observation car roof’s for destination/name boards.
06/08
Editors request.
I am seeking any photographs of Pullman Car RAINBOW (II) can you help me?
The Pullman Car Company allocated the name RAINBOW to two Pullman cars in the 1920’s and again in
1948.
RAINBOW (I) was built in 1924 by BRC&W Co. In 1925 the car in the company of nine others were
exported to Italy for service by CIWL.
In 1927 the name RAINBOW was allocated to a new car built by MC&W Co, so the car became
RAINBOW (II).
RAINBOW (i) was for allocated the CIWL Number 58 and remained in service to around 1928, when
eight of the original ten cars returned to the UK.
CIWL 58 was one the two cars that did not return to the UK, both reported as being transferred to
Egypt and CIWL No.58 was then allocated the number 2998 and the name CLEOPATRA.
Mean while back in the UK, RAINBOW (II) whilst burnt‐out in a fire whilst working a boat train from
Southampton to Waterloo in 1936. Although the wooden body was burnt‐out, the chassis was retained
and in 1952 at the PCCo workshops at Brighton a new body was constructed on the chassis and the
name PHOENIX allocated to the car.
The name RAINBOW was later allocated in May 1948 to car COSMO BONSOR which dates from being
built in 1912 by Cravens, so becoming RAINBOW (III).
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Vestibule Sales.

In this lavishly illustrated book, No.1 in a series, here for the first time is the full record of the luxury
British 12 wheel Pullman cars (built between 1908 ‐ 1923) which graced such celebrated pre‐war trains
as the ‘Southern Belle’, ‘Harrogate Pullman’ and ‘Eastern Belle’, and post‐war the ‘Bournemouth
Belle’ and Ocean Liner expresses.
“PULLMAN PROFILE No 1 The 12‐WHEEL CARS” presents a fascinating, comprehensive and nostalgic
record to the reader and captures an era when the familiar umber and cream Pullman cars flourished at
a time when quality really did matter.
Nowadays, the Pullman Car Co is an enterprise that continues to attract a widespread following, not
only from railway enthusiasts but also from those with a more general interest in by‐gone luxury travel.
This is scarcely surprising as Pullman was synonymous for superior accommodation and a high level of
service.
The book highlights the innovative approach promoted by the company, both in its operations and in
the design and engineering of its vehicles. The Author has drawn on primary source material including
official construction and technical drawings, together with a fabulous array of quality exterior and
interior views of most of the cars ‐ many of which have never been reproduced before ‐‐ including
original photographs commissioned by the builders.
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Pullman recognised and appreciated the value of publicity – the inauguration of new services or even
new vehicles provided them with opportunities to impress the media of the day. In these and other
respects Pullman was unrivalled, yet in other ways it was conservative and restrained.
Antony M Ford has presented a wide range of material and ephemera, painstakingly collected over
many years. In so doing he describes the development of the cars in detail and their breathtaking
artistic craftsmanship and style. Included are full listings of all the 12‐wheel cars, their dimensions, train
formation and disposal data.
Published by Kevin Robertson under the imprint
Kevin Robertson Books
PO Box 279
Corhampton
SOUTHAMPTON
SO32 3ZX
Tel / Fax 01489 877880
www.kevinrobertsonbooks.co.uk
Available: Spring 2008
Price: TBC
ISBN: 978‐1‐90641900‐4
Hardback Landscape format 210mm x 297mm
Approx 100 pages, including 16 in colour. Copious illustrations, tables and plans.
Available from your usual source, or direct from the publisher.

The Blue Pullman Golf Umbrella ‐ THE MUST HAVE FOR 2009.
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How about this then….Unrepeatable offer to Pullman enthusiasts…The Blue Pullman Golf umbrella!!!
These were made for the re‐launch of the pseudo Blue Pullman in 2006 which sadly didn’t last long
either!!
This is a 30” Golf Umbrella, made in Nanking Blue and White, full colour Pullman Crest on each white
panel, the title Pullman in the blue panels, matching blue shaft and frame. Matching nanking blue
sleeve lettered Pullman again. Canopy is polyester and has a 3cm Velcro tie‐wrap.
UK Addresses only at £10.00 each with £5 post and packing, If you would like two then its only £25
For European addresses £10‐15 post and packing. Make your cheques payable to D.S.Lindsay.
Please allow 28 days for delivery.
Stock is very limited so it will be ‘first come first served’ as they say. If purchasers include their e‐mail
address I will acknowledge orders and e‐mail them when the orders are on their way!
Doug Lindsay, 36 Leslie Crescent, St Michaels, TENTERDEN, Kent. TN30 6BX.
Landline 01580‐765356. Mobile 07774‐720861. E‐mail doug.lindsay2@btinternet.com
DLE BOOKS
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Alan White Modelling Correspondent ‐ The Pullman Society.
As a Pullman enthusiast most interested in the cars themselves and the modelling thereof, I found the
July edition of Coupe News most interesting and thought I would respond to some of the comments.
Firstly, Dave Richards and the 6‐PUL composite cars.
The very fact these cars ran as part of a six car unit means the major model manufacturers are unlikely
to introduce one, they would have to consider three further models as well, besides which they have
never appeared to be that keen on producing Southern electric units. There is a ‘00’ etched kit available
from Phoenix (Southern Railways Group) although I understand at present they are only supplying kits
to members. I have one under construction together with the Westdale ‘0’ kit, which I purchased from
Alan Rushworth. In fact my house at present is a Southern electric Pullman area as I am also building a
Marc Models ‘00’ 5‐BEL and refurbishing a Westdale ‘0’ 5‐BEL purchased second‐hand last year.
Regarding Brian Scales and his Hornby models.
Unless representing the three 1928 cars in the VSOE, the LNER bogies are unfortunately incorrect.
These cars were mounted on the standard 10ft Pullman bogie, for which an excellent, simple, cheap
plastic kit is available from Keen systems. This includes all the parts for fitting the bogies to the under‐
frame and if you want to be super accurate, correct Pullman 4 hole disc wheels are available from Alan
Gibson. An alternative is an etched brass/whitemetal kit from MJT but for the extra cost and building
complexity involved I would stick(!) with the plastic version. I can assure you they are simple to build,
forty of them so far testify to it!
‘Beautiful’ Hornby Pullmans? It is not exactly an accolade I would give, there are too many faults with
them. Considering the assistance given by The Pullman Society to Hornby at the design stage I think
there was much disappointment when they appeared due to the liberties Hornby subsequently took.
The minor ones are; Gangways are too wide, the kitchen windows are not frosted or whitened.
Nitpicking you might say and you can remove the body and do it yourself. But why should you? If
Bachmann can do it in their Mk1’s costing approx £25 surely Hornby should be expected to do it in
models now costing between £30‐35.
One under‐frame fits all resulting in gas cylinders being fitted to brake and parlour cars. Easily
re‐moved but again Bachmann lead the way by providing correct under‐frames on the MK1’s showing
the different pressure ventilation trunking runs which varied between the different types of car.
I have also been asked at exhibitions about the colours of these models, especially when compared
with the Bachmann models, which have also come in for criticism. However, as I always say, does
anyone really know the correct colours given newly painted, dirty, weathered, faded, etc. All I will say
is, I have one Hornby flush panelled model, which is umber and green!
It is however the bodysides which are the worst offenders. Since when did you see a matchboard car
with totally flush panelling between the windows? I have over 150 photos of matchboard cars and not
one shows this feature.
Hornby totally screwed up on this as they also did by totally omitting on both the matchboard and
flush‐panelled versions that most distinctive of Pullman features, the raised oval frame to the toilet and
pantry windows. In my view what could have been a ‘superlative’ model when introduced was reduced
to only a ‘fairly good’ model given what was available before although the two previous models were in
fact accurate ignoring the awful bogies.
The models I would give the ‘superlative’ tag to are the Bachmann/Graham Farish ‘N’ Mk1’s. They are
superb and the five I have in my display at exhibitions have brought much incredulous comment.
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Pullman Car on EBAY July 2008.
For those readers who may not have visited the ebay site during the auction period, I copy below
the text of auction data.

Here is a rare opportunity to own an original Car from the world‐famous “Brighton Belle” all‐Pullman
luxury train. Car No 85 is a third class Parlour Car built in 1932 by the Metropolitan‐Cammell Carriage &
Wagon Company for the Southern Railway of Great Britain. It entered service on 1st January 1933 and
for the next forty years conveyed City workers and holidaymakers alike between London and the
coastal resort of Brighton. Withdrawn from railway service in 1972, it found a new lease of life as a
restaurant attached to the “Nag’s Head” public house, at Mickleover in Derbyshire. In 1993 it moved to
the heritage Severn Valley Railway in Shropshire, from whence it was purchased by Venice Simplon
Orient Express. Since 1998 it has been stored under cover, awaiting full restoration.
Further details of this vehicle are given below.
Car No 85. This Car has a body of all‐steel construction, mounted on two four‐wheel bogies. Internally,
there is an entrance vestibule at each end, followed by an area formerly occupied by a toilet. At one
end of the Car this area has been converted into a cloakroom, and at the other into a servery. The
main body of the Car is divided into two saloons, one seating 32 passengers, and the other seating 24,
all at tables for four persons. The saloons are panelled in original Empire hardwoods, with Art‐Deco
marquetry panels arranged to give a sun‐burst effect and, with the exception of the table lamps, the
original fixtures and fittings remain intact. Overall, the Car is in above‐average condition for its age and
type, but some of the marquetry panels have suffered water damage. These panels have been
examined by experts from the company that has restored all the marquetry in the UK Orient Express
cars, and they have confirmed that they are fully restorable. There is also some minor damage to the
wall veneer in the servery, and to the entrance door at the same end.
The Car is approximately 21 metres long, 3 metres wide, 3.9 metres high, and weighs 39 tons.
DELIVERY. Removal from its current location (in London) will be by road at bidders expense, and must
be undertaken within 28 days of the sale completion. Details of specialist contractors who can
undertake this work will be supplied to the successful bidder.
MONDAY JULY 28th AUCTION END – RESERVE NOT MET.
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Wednesday July 16th CAR No.14 Re‐enters Service on the Swanage Railway.
Text by Stephen Doughty & Photographs by Andrew PM Wright.
An historic Pullman observation car rescued from the West Coast of the United States of America, and
once hauled by the world famous A3 Class Pacific Class Locomotive No.4472 ‘Flying Scotsman’ has
made its first public run on the Swanage Railway, thanks to an ambitious £100,000 project by the
Purbeck Line volunteers.
The newly restored luxurious Pullman car reconstructed at the Pullman Car Company Workshops at
Preston Park in Brighton in 1947 for use on the all new and prestigious ‘Devon Belle’ all Pullman car
service linking London to destinations in North Devon.

The car was officially unveiled by Alan Moore CBE, former deputy chairman of Lloyd’s TSB, at Swanage
station on Wednesday, 16 July 2008.
A special unveiling ceremony to mark the occasion took place at Swanage at 10.30am with the
observation car was attached to the stock of the 11.10am Swanage to Norden services train.
On board were some 20 special guests ‐ including the observation car project’s benefactors.
Also riding on CAR No. 14’s first trip were the Mayor and Mayoress of Swanage and the chairman of
Purbeck District Council. They were joined by three early stalwart Swanage Railway campaigners from
the late 1960s and 1970’s Moyra Cross, Pete Ashton and Bob Noble.
After significant project benefactor Alan Moore officially cut a ceremonial ribbon across CAR No.14's
corridor connection to officially welcome the carriage on to the Purbeck Line, Swanage Railway deputy
chairman Steve Doughty presented Alan with a large framed montage of CAR No.14 photographs.
(A copy of the framed picture has also been proudly mounted on the interior of CAR No.14 opposite the
bar area).
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Resplendent in its post‐war ‘Devon Belle’ Pullman livery, CAR No.14 the prestigious craftsman‐built
wooden observation car with its large picture windows was transported the 500 miles from San
Francisco in California to Long Beach, near Los Angeles, in January, 2007.
Then CAR No. 14 was loaded on to the 66,532 tonne roll‐on, roll‐off ship ‘MV Taiko’ of Wallenius
Wilhelmsen Logistics and departed from the port of Long Beach in late January, 2007, for its month‐
long 8,000 nautical mile journey to the UK via the Panama Canal. It arrived at Southampton Docks in
late February, 2007.
Swanage Railway deputy chairman, Steve Doughty, said: “It was a great day ‐ a culmination of two
years work by a team of people from both sides of the Atlantic. I am grateful to those people who
supported the project financially and practically plus those who have worked on the restoration ‐
Ramparts and the Swanage Railway’s carriage & wagon team.
“Everybody was thrilled by the panoramic views from the observation car. It rides very well despite not
having carried passengers since 1972 ‐ some 36 years ago. It’s a wonderful new way to see the stunning
Purbeck countryside.
“It’s great to see CAR No.14 full of passengers again and doing the job for which it was designed after
36 years as conference room and static store in San Francisco. It’s a magnificent restoration and looks
absolutely superb,” explained Mr Doughty.
First conceived eight years ago, the £100,000 project has been achieved thanks to Alan Moore and to
members of the Swanage Railway Trust, with some £35,000 being spent on the return from the USA
and the balance on restoration. Some £38,000 is still needed to repay costs underwritten by the Trust's
general fund. After a year‐long restoration at Ramparts in Derby, the observation car arrived on the
award‐winning Swanage Railway for an active working life.
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Before being repatriated back to the UK, CAR No.14 fronted an office building in San Francisco,
California, after being left on the quayside at the end of the ill‐fated ‘Flying Scotsman’ tour of the USA
and Canada back in 1971.
CAR No. 14 is one of two vehicles converted by the Pullman Company at its Preston Park works in
Brighton during 1947 with seating for 27 passengers and a bar for a drinks service. Rebuilt from earlier
Pullman cars constructed on ex‐London and North Western Railway underframes, they were converted
for the ‘Devon Belle’ service from Waterloo to Ilfracombe.
After the 'Devon Belle' service ended in 1954, the observation cars were used on charter services,
ending up on the Scottish Region in 1961 on the lines between Inverness and the Kyle of Lochalsh and
from Glasgow to Oban.
After withdrawal in 1967, CAR No. 14 went to North America as part of the 'Flying Scotsman’ tour train
of 1969. Traveling extensively around the USA and Canada, the car was exhibited with the train at the
1970 Toronto exhibition before ending up in San Francisco during 1972.

It's appropriate to record thanks to various people without whom it would not be at Swanage, firstly, to
Ivan Godfrey, for bringing the possible availability to my notice.
I first enquired about Car 14 in 2000 via a letter in the San Francisco Herald while pursuing the return of
'Lydia' and 'Isle of Thanet', but that came to nothing ‐ probably just as well as we had no funds at that
time! I'm thus grateful to Ivan for starting the ball rolling and for access to his wide knowledge of these
cars throughout the project.
Naturally, we owe a huge debt to Alan Moore, for providing a substantial part of the money required to
make it possible. Other members of the Swanage Railway Trust sponsored the seats and an even larger
number supported the appeal and the 2007 prize draw. All in all, the project has cost around £100k.
I'm grateful to the Ron Kaufman Companies of San Francisco for the donation of the car to the Trust
and specifically to Ron Kaufman, Brian Perlman and Vicki Carlin for their help in pulling it together. Had
they not secured her after being left on the dockside, she would surely be history by now.
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However, the job itself could not have been done without two volunteers from the San Francisco
railway (railroad) enthusiast fraternity, Cris Hart and Randy Hees. It says something very special to me
about what we all do that these two guys answered a call for help via the jungle drums and gave freely
of their time and resources to help free the car from the building of which she was part and
prepare her for the journey home. Believe it or not, moving a railway vehicle by road in the US is much
more complex than here in the UK and without their help I don't think we could have done it. Working
with our logistics expert Sam Sause, they really were the A team.
Back in the UK, my thanks go to Paul Ramsden and his team at Ramparts in Derby for the excellent
restoration and to James Cox, Ollie Furnell and Graham Froud at Swanage for their help with unloading
at Southampton and final entry to service preparation.
Donations to the Pullman restoration project can be made to the Swanage Railway Trust (Devon Belle
Fund), Station House, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1HB or on‐line by debit or credit card via the Trust’s
website at www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk
The Swanage Railway Trust website now has an Appeals section with the ability to make online
donations to the Devon Belle Fund.
Donations are processed via PayPal and the payment process includes an electronic Gift Aid form that
conforms to HMR&C requirements. Donors do not need a PayPal account.
Please visit the Swanage Railway Trust Appeals section at
http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm
CHURCHILL VAN S2464S – Stephen Doughty.
With regard to S2464S, the lottery bid application has now been made and we hope to hear something
within three months.
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Photograph ‐ R.Taylor

Just How Did the Swanage Railway Get CAR No.14 ?' ‐ Ivan K. Godfrey. QBE.
A long story. The repatriating of CARNo.14, (left behind after the financial failure of the 'Flying
Scotsman' Trade Tour of 1969) goes back to 1982. This was whilst I was working on CAR NO.13 on the
Paignton & Dartmouth Steam Railway in Paignton, Devon.
I first mooted the idea of returning CAR No.14 to its native soil in 1982, I was able to give CAR No.13 a
makeover & marketing together with a select band of volunteers, however I was not permitted to
restore CAR No.13 to its original livery.
At that time the location of CAR No.14 was known as 140,Chestnut Street, San Francisco, CA,USA.
And being used as a restaurant with a section of the body side adjacent to the building interior cut to
allow the fitting of a side door.
After I left Paignton the idea was put on the 'back burner' for a number of years. Until one day I saw an
article in the Pullman Society journal about 2002. At that time I was living in the West Indies on the
island of Grenada. This fired the idea up again.
Over the course of the next two or three years, I wrote to & contact several people who I believed may
have been interested in and had the means to repatriate the car and restore it to use.
Several people had negative information on the condition of CAR No.14.
Correspondence from Sir William McAlpine, who repatriated 'Flying Scotsman', was told at that time
that CAR No.14 was 'a basket case and not worth bothering about'!.
This was contrary to what I believed and subsequently has proved to be the case, that CAR No.14 was
in fact in remarkably good condition. Author Chris Awdry had heard the Car was near the 'Queen Mary'
in deplorable condition!. Amazing how misinformation gets about.
At one time the Venice Simplon Orient‐Express was interested in using CAR No.14 'on less intensive rail
systems' to quote CEO August,2004. Alas his personal assistant scuppered that idea whilst he was
away.
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Photograph ‐ R.Taylor.
A dialogue then developed with the Bluebell Railway in Sussex, but nothing came of it at the time.
They were however very interested. A very good photo appeared in 'Coupe News' in August,2005.
Again I contacted the Bluebell Railway and was informed they had someone 'negotiating for it in the
USA'. It later turned out it seems this was not the case.
In 2006 whilst living in Mexico I decided as no progress had been made I'd 'have a go' myself.
On Terry Bye's 'existing Pullman list', for CAR No.14 a typo had been made and listed the car as being
at 150, Chestnut Street, San Francisco. I'd always believed it to be at 140. So, as I knew 140 was
unoccupied I tracked down the firm at 150 & called them. CAR No.14 was indeed outside 140 next
door. As luck would have it they had the same owners as 140.They gave me the name & telephone
number of the owning company.
Having prepared my presentation I called the owners and was received in a very positive manner.
A telephone conference took place with two of the firm’s partners.
One being the senior partner who rescued the vehicle off of the Streets of San Francisco.
Had it been left to him, he would have given me the vehicle there and then. However the Junior partner
wished to hang on a while to see 'IF' a prospective client wanted the vehicle in the lease. From the tone
of the conversation it looked highly likely the 'IF' factor would fall in my favour.
The following day Emails were exchanged. My proposal stating the CAR should go to the Bluebell
Railway. The owners setting out 'Terms & Conditions' which I agreed to. (These did not change.) The
CAR itself coming 'Gratis' however the receiving party was to pay for the removal and reparation of the
building front after CAR No.14's removal.
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The Bluebell Railway were now informed of the situation of CAR No.14's availability. However at this
point they started to get 'cold feet'. Due to the fact of lack of available funding and they had spent too
much money on Pullmans over recent times. Pullmans being rather expensive to restore correctly!.
So, the exciting search was on to find an organisation to receive CAR No.14.
An approach was made to the National Railway Museum at York. The less said about the crass response
from there the better.
An initial list of Heritage Railways was drawn up to fit certain criteria, these being: ‐
A. They had the means, ability to repatriate and restore as near as practical it to original running
condition.
B. They had a line worthy of such a vehicle. this cut down the list considerably. The following
organisations received an Email with the subject. 'Carriage Available'. They were: ‐
The West Somerset Railway, Severn Valley Railway, South Devon Railway, Gloucester and Warwickshire
Railway, North Yorkshire Moors Railway and the Didcot Railway Centre.
Only the North Yorkshire Moors Railway responded and quickly, however they failed to negotiate in the
correct manner. So I kept them on a string while I searched for someone else.
The Keighley & Worth Valley & Llangollen Railway were also sent Emails but I had no response.
A few days later I looked again and came up with the Swanage Railway and the Bodmin & Wenford
Railway, the later solely as I knew they had access to funding. The Swanage Railway as they had a line
that ran through an area of outstanding natural beauty. Plus it was a SOUTHERN line.
Only the Swanage responded.

Photograph – R.Taylor.
There followed further dialogue with the owners. On July 6th 2006 I introduced Swanage Railways
Deputy Chairman Steve Doughty to the owners. As there was third party interest still in the vehicle with
the possibility they would visit San Francisco to check out CAR No.14 if they tracked it they located it.
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Another organisation was very upset when the news broke that the rebuilt Swanage Railway was the
line to receive this landmark vehicle.
A 25 year old ambition has come to fruition & running as envisaged in authentic 'DEVON BELLE' Express
livery on a very worthy SOUTHERN line.
Just to conclude. The removal of CAR14 from the location & transport to Long Beach for shipment was
carried out by a very interesting gentleman, located by me, by the name of Sam Sause. Sam made the
job possible for half the cost of other quotes. With help from a couple of volunteers from the local
railroad museum.
Check out his website www.grandtransport.us here you will see a photo of CAR No.14 on a truck.

The Bluebell Railway Pullmans – David Jones.
Pullman Car DORIS.
Pullman Car 'Doris' was used on Thursday 24th July as a reception area for a wedding at Horsted
Keynes.
It is quite often used for this purpose as it is next to the waiting room where the weddings take place.
The wedding party then boarded the Golden Arrow in Platform 2 for their meal.
Honary Pullman Vehicle BGZ
Noted on Saturday July 26th within the paintshop at Horsted Keynes. The newly repainted BGZ which
will eventually take the place of BR Mk1 Pullman car 'EAGLE’ on loan from the NRM at York.
There is still some work to do such as replacing the door furniture and finishing off the washing‐up
facility inside the vehicle.
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The Bluebell Railway – South of England Show at Ardingly – Volunteer Pullman Crew – Car LILIAN.

My thanks to Colin Tyson editor of Bluebell News for permission to copy the above photograph.

THE BLUEBELL RAILWAY
The Bluebell Railway has grown from its start in 1960 through the strength of its members. As the railway
expands so it needs even more members and volunteers to help it achieve its aims and objectives.
The railway operates on about 3/4 of the days of the year, including every Saturday and Sunday throughout the
year, and daily from April to October.
We need YOU to help us. By joining the Society, your subscription helps the railway financially.
You also have the opportunity to be a volunteer working member in any of the many departments.
Full details will be sent to you when you join. As we reach East Grinstead even more volunteers will be needed.
How to join:
Send a SAE to the Membership Secretary, Sheffield Park Station, Nr. Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3QL.
Alternatively hand it to the Booking Clerk at any of the three stations.
Instant membership is available in this way, so you can benefit from discounts on the day of your visit.
Membership is valid for at least one year from the date of joining, with renewals subsequently due on 1st
January, April, July or October as appropriate.
For more information about membership, visit the Bluebell web site.

www.bluebell‐railway.co.uk
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BRING BACK THE BRIGHTON BELLE – Denis Dunstone on behalf of the Transport Trust.

Photograph – Ian Lord.
Railway preservation covers an enormously wide field ‐ besides locomotives, there are carriages and
wagons, books, photos, sounds, ephemera, buildings; even whole railways.
Likewise, the motivation of railway preservationists varies ‐ some like the power of steam, some find
track networks fascinating, others like to explore the rich history. For some, it is out and out nostalgia;
but for most, it is the indulgence of a passion for the railway in all its variety.
If you were in any doubt that railway preservation requires romance and passion, a look around your
own railway on one of its beautifully polished running days ought to convince you!
Yet among the tremendous achievements since the preservation of the Tallyllyn, there is one area of
railway operation which has received a relatively small amount of attention. That is the electric train.
There are a few examples in safe custody with the NRM but the others, both locomotives and multiple
units, are at risk to weather and vandals, largely standing out in the open (for example at Coventry
Airport or on the East Kent Railway).
Ultimately neither the state nor the private sector will preserve items where the underlying attraction
appears limited or where insufficient effort has been made to excite the public’s imagination.
It is true that electric trains do already have a devoted following, but they are currently a long way from
being the most popular part of railway heritage.
As a result, many of the survivors currently lack sufficient care and attention, with the heavy burden of
preservation falling on a very small band of enthusiastic and willing shoulders.
However there are simply not enough of these dedicated individuals. We owe them a huge debt for
attempting to preserve important elements of our railway history, but the battle can only get harder if
priorities do not change, and we risk losing forever parts of our heritage.
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The NRM, the Railway Heritage Committee and the HRA are all aware of the problem but lack a
solution. Over the past year, the background issues have also been explored extensively within the
Transport Trust ‐ as an independent body, operating at the hub of the preservation movement, one of
the Trust’s roles is to take a broad and dispassionate look at the bigger picture of preservation.
Their conclusion is that all is not lost if a much wider audience can be convinced of the merits of electric
train preservation. What is needed is a focal point to win hearts and minds.
It happens that a suitable means of achieving this lies scattered across Britain, from Scotland to south
east England. Thirteen of the fifteen carriages which formed the three five car sets of the ‘Brighton
Belle’ survive. The fact that they do, and that they were all repainted in their original cream and brown
Pullman livery, bares testimony to the affection in which they were held, across the country.
The ‘Belle’ had style and romance and brought the world of gaiety and glamour associated with the
thirties into the gloom of the fifties and the dreary sixties.
Its withdrawal in 1972 was seen by many as a tragedy. That magnificent collection of machinery,
making funny little whirring and humming noises, crafted together with large armchairs, thick carpets,
fine marquetry, shiny wood, polished brass, and colourful little table lights, deserves better.
No attempt has previously been made to reunite a set, though the largest concentration of
motor/thirds and trailers has been achieved by VSOE in London.
The idea of reuniting a set of five has long remained in the ‘too difficult’ category. But what an
inspiration for the cause of the electric train it would be if the difficulties could be overcome!
To set the ball rolling, the Trust has focused on bringing together a small set which could be propelled
in the first instance by a diesel engine on a preserved railway.
Very quickly it has been possible to identify two motor/thirds and a third class trailer, whose owners
are willing to release them on free loan.
Ultimately there is a vision of bringing the ‘Belle’ back to Brighton ‐ and under electric power.
But experience in railway preservation suggests that, while the vision is clearly important to both the
programme and to the public, in practice the goal can only be reached in clearly mapped out,
manageable, steps.
So the first step has been achieved. The next stage involves refurbishment and the fitting of suitable
control equipment in the two motor/thirds.
Discussions are already underway with a professional firm which has expertise in this area. The cars will
then have to be kept under cover. Funding is now actively being sought by the Trust, which will act as
‘The Friends of the Brighton Belle’.
We are also engaged in discussions with potential operating partners, with the objective of raising
further funds from the running of the ‘Belle’, perhaps as a special feature on one or more preserved
railways.
Already there is an unfulfilled demand for Pullman Cars, so the ‘Belle’ will have a double appeal. The
operator could be a railway, or a group similar to the group who run the Hastings DEMU set. We
believe that once this small start is made, interest will escalate ‐ not just in the ‘Belle’ itself, but in the
electric train.
The Transport Trust ‐ Denis Dunstone.
The Transport Trust, it was founded in 1965 to campaign for the preservation of all types of transport
including smaller ships and boats. E.g.it was responsible for rescuing the Canterbury and Whitstable
locomotive Invicta. Later as the need changed it became more involved in restoration, setting up
Heritage Skills Centres, making grants, publicising, making awards such as Preservationist of the Year,
(last one was the Chairman of the Severn Valley Railway for managing their remarkable recovery from
flood). Latest activities are the Belle campaign and the Red wheel project, aiming to erect plaques on
important sites in transport history. A pilot is being run in Derbyshire with the first plaque being
unveiled in August at Barrow Hill shed. We need helpers all over the country, people interested in
transport history, in researching and managing the process.
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Carnforth Depot Open Day ‐ 26th & 27th July 2008 – John Collins Report & Photographs.

I visited Carnforth on Sunday July 27th and found on “display” several Pullman cars which I detail below
with a selection of photographs.

BR MK1 Pullman Bar Car THE HADRIAN BAR.

Amongst the cars identified but not photographed was Kitchen car SWIFT.
I did not see either cars BERTHA or ISLE OF THANET.
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PULLMAN Kitchen car LYDIA.
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BR Mk1 Parlour car EMERALD (II).

BR Mk1 Kitchen car CAR No.337 and CCE NW DIV Glasgow N DB 975608 (ex Kitchen car MAGPIE).
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Tail Lamp.
My thanks to all who have contributed to this edition with articles and/or photographs, without your
contributions this edition would be much the poorer.
So an eventful month now closes, looking back at July we had a Pullman on EBay, but alas yet again the
reserve was not met. Car LYDIA appeared in public for the first time, the demise of the all new Stobbart
Pullman train, but the credit of the month must go to the Swanage Railway with CAR No.14’s return to
passenger carrying duties. Well done to all involved in this cars return to the UK and restoration.
Well another bumper edition is now complete, and it’s time to start work on September’s edition.
Each edition starts with a blank page on the first of each month, and during the month contributions
and photographs arrive from your fellow readers who wish to share information, and that’s what keeps
my enthusiasm to meet the editorial date each month.
I missed the Carnforth open weekend event and the first chance of seeing car LYDIA and the ghost fleet
of Mk1 cars that have been collecting at Carnforth over the last few years.
But that loss was made up by attending the Hartlepool Model Railway Exhibition at which I met a
number of Coupe News readers.
Also at this event I had the pleasure to speak briefly to both Simon Kohler of Hornby and Chris Leigh of
Model Rail Magazine. Make a note now of next year’s exhibition weekend July 11th & 12th 2009.

What will August bring in the way of Pullman news and interest.

Remember ‐ “Information is for Sharing – Not gathering Dust”.

T.Bye August 1st 2008.

