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Cover Photograph:
Photo Andrew P.M.Wright.
Friday May 16th 2008 Pullman Observation Car No.14 at Corfe Castle station awaiting departure behind
BRC&W Bo‐Bo (Class 33) D6515 (33012) for Swanage.
The car arrived earlier in the day by road from Rampart Carriage & Wagon Services Limited workshops
at Derby.
Editorial:
Welcome to Coupe News No: 64.
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and images for inclusion within this edition.
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by e‐mail or printing a
copy, to any one you may know who will also be interested in reading about matters Pullman.
Information Required.
I will welcome any information on the Pullman car located on your local preserved railway or in use as a
static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupe News and the Pullman Car Services Archive.
Information is for sharing ‐ not gathering dust…..
If you have any material for inclusion in No.65, please forward by July 3rd.
Coupe News No.65 will be published on July 5th.

Editorial Address:
Terry Bye
Pullman Car Services
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
Coupe News editions 1 to 63 and all Special Editions can be sourced at: ‐
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html

Editors note to the readership.
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list.
Please Email to the editorial address with your request, it’s as simple as that.
Some readers do not receive copies as published for one reason or another.
I do get bounce backs advising that an e‐mail address no longer exists or the mail box full. If by the 5th
of each month your copy fails to arrive, please Email the editorial address and I will forward to you the
missing edition.
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We remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as this edition of Coupe
News.

Pre 1960 Schedule No: 64.
Post 1960 Schedule No: 57.
Name:
MARY BEATON.
Type of Car:
Kitchen.
Into Service:
July 1914.
Builder:
Cravens Limited, Sheffield.
Tare:
43t.
Covers:
12.

1914 May:

Enters service on the Caledonian Railway.

1933 December 4th:

Taken over by the LMSR and allocated the identity of 201.

Free Newsletters/Magazines:
MRE Mag.
Daily newsletter (Monday to Friday) from Pat Hammond covering model railway news, views and products.
www.mremag.com

RAILDATE.
The weekly newsletter (Friday) covering general railway subjects with links to sites for further
information, from Hursley Park Model Railway Society. For further information visit: ‐
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter.

RAILWAY HERALD.
Railway Herald is a colour magazine which has recently been updated and covers today scene on the railway.
www.railwayherald.co.uk
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Look Back At Pullman.
1928 – May 80 Years Ago:
June 9th.

Sixteen of the new build Pullman cars enter service on the “Queen of Scots” Pullman

Train No.1 Consist.

Train No.2 Consist.

A . CAR No.77
B. CAR No.71
C. CAR No.73
D. THELMA
E. SHELIA
F. CAR No.76
G. CAR No.70
H. CAR No.78

A . CAR No.79
B. CAR No.67
C. CAR No.75
D. PHYLLIS
E. AGATHA
F. CAR No.74
G. CAR No.69
H. CAR No.80

Brake Third.
Kitchen Third.
Parlour Third.
Kitchen First.
Parlour First.
Parlour Third.
Kitchen Third.
Brake Third.

Brake Third.
Kitchen Third.
Parlour Third.
Kitchen First.
Parlour First.
Parlour Third.
Kitchen Third.
Brake Third.

cJohn Midcalf with thanks to Richard Barber.
The Queen of Scots Pullman passing Glebe Road north of Darlington circa 1930’s.

Photograph Request ‐ Pullman car MINERVA in British Railways Service.
Can you help Alan Rushworth.
He is trying to source photographs of car MINERVA in BR service (pre‐preservation).
Alan advises that “Of all my photos etc I don’t have any of MINERVA in BR service” and I am seeking the
help of fellow readers in trying to resolve the matter.
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PULLMAN CAR PEGASUS – DVD Released – Nick Dodson.

cN.Dodson/Railfilms Ltd.
Running time approx: 58 minutes.
In addition to PEGASUS Project two bonus Railway films are included, firstly the Southern Railway 1947
film of “The Golden Arrow” and then followed by the construction of a coach at Derby C&W Works.
System: PAL
Price £20‐00 + P & P £1‐50 (UK), £2‐50 (Europe), £4‐00 (Rest of world).
Pay by Master Card, Visa, American Express or by cheques payable to TELERAIL.
Order via www.railfilms.com or www.telerail.co.uk or by phone 01524735774, or FAX 01524736386,
or by post from Telerail, 9a New Street, Carnforth, Lancashire, LA5 9BX.
Note. If ordering from the USA and you require an NTSC version ‐ these are supplied automatically at
no extra cost.
Editors Review.
The release of the long awaited DVD detailing the history and restoration by rebuilding the car body
shell makes for nearly 60 minutes of true Pullman history.
Nick Dodson’s one man dream of not just purchasing a Pullman car, but to have it certified to operate
on the Network Rail infrastructure is uniquely captured and forms 90% of the DVD contents.
In the 19th Century George Mortimer Pullman financed the building of the very first Pullman car
‘PIONEER’, in the late 20th Century, Nick Dodson undertook the same with car ‘PEGASUS’.
The full story of PEGASUS restoration is covered, which includes the actual fire tests undertaken on the
original marquetry.
This DVD is a must for all Pullman enthusiasts giving a unique opportunity to see a UK car restored.

P6.
CAR No.14 ‐ An update from Steve Doughty.
Pullman Observation Car No.14 was delivered by road to Norden on the Swanage Railway on Friday
May 16th 2008. Following unloading the car was hauled by D6515 to Swanage.
One change from the original interior plan relates to the seating layout, immediately prior to fitting the
seats, I went to Derby to inspect them and it was apparent that the original 'angled sofa' arrangement
would prove quite impractical for public service.
The main reason for this is that the clearances available along the 'snake‐like' aisle were very tight.
While this might have been acceptable in 1948 for a gradual turnover of unladen train passengers
moving to and from other seats in the train during the long journey to the West Country. Operation on
the Swanage Railway is likely to involve all passengers (with bags, children etc) seeking to enter and exit
at the same time at Norden and Swanage.
Bearing in mind that passengers have expanded somewhat in the last 60 years, the fact that the car has
but one door on each side and our relatively short station times, then the need for a rethink became
obvious. While this is disappointing for those of us who have been keen to capture the spirit of the
original as much as possible, the better news is that the revised layout is highly practical and
attractive, being both accessible and comfortable.
Some small tables have been fitted under the windows in front of each seat bay.
I am pleased to announce that the formal launch of Car No.14 has now been set for Sunday June 22nd.
The inaugural service at 11.10am Swanage to Norden and return will be for invited guests.
The first public service will depart Swanage at 12.30pm.
All the following photographs are copyright Andrew P.M. Wright unless otherwise acknowledged.

Pullman Observation Car No.14 following unloading at Norden.
(For those of you who like myself who visited San Francisco, this is the side of the car that was seen).
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Pullman Observation Car No.14 following unloading at Norden.
(This was the side of the car that was attached to the building at San Francisco).

Editors Comment.
My thanks firstly to Steve and Andrew P.M. Wright with out who help in text and photographs these
updates would be much the poorer.
Congratulations to the Swanage Railway and to those who have so generously contributed to the costs
of repatriation and restoration of the car. But not forgetting the unseen team who have been involved
from the commencement of the project in getting the car back to the UK and restored.
For all involved Friday June 16th has been a long time coming, but what a sight to behold and some 40
years since the car last ran within the UK.
Not forgetting the staff at Rampart C&W Services Ltd in Derby, who have restored the car both
internally and externally to true ‘Pullman Standard’.
Sunday June 22nd will see the car enter service on the Swanage Railway, if you live in the South of
England or on holiday in the area, why not take time out to see and travel within the car and savior the
Pullman experience by doing so you will contribute financially to the running of the Swanage Railway.
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Interior view from the Bar down the saloon to the Observation end.

Interior view from the Observation end of the saloon to the Bar.
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The Bar and view to Vestibule
It’s not too late to contribute by the way of donations to the Pullman restoration project.
These can be made to the Swanage Railway Trust (Devon Belle Fund), Station House, Swanage, Dorset
BH19 1HB or on‐line by debit or credit card via the Trust’s website at www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk
The Swanage Railway Trust website now has an Appeals section with the ability to make online
donations to the Devon Belle Fund, the Churchill Project, and the Heritage Coach Fund and to the
General Fund.
Donations are processed via PayPal and the payment process includes an electronic Gift Aid form that
conforms to HMR&C requirements. Donors do not need a PayPal account.
Visit the Swanage Railway Trust Appeals section at
http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm
Contact details:
Steve Doughty
Deputy Chairman
Swanage Railway Trust
Station House
Swanage
DORSET
BH19 1HB
Tel: 07860‐108754
Email: stephen.doughty1@btopenworld.com
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BLV S2464S ‐ Churchill Van – An update from Steve Doughty.
No further news with regard the restoration or the HLF bid submission.

Ex‐ Brighton Belle Third Class Parlour CAR No.85 – E Bay Disposal.

CAR No.85 ‐ VSO‐E Stewarts Lane Depot ‐ March 2008. cT.Robbins
Tim Robbins advises that the EBay auction has been slightly delayed due to pressure of work, but
should be up and running in early June.
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Pantry Talk.

Question ‘Font’ Size.
Tod Sloan asks the following: ‐
Is there a reason why you have used a much smaller font than normal? These tired old eyes struggle as
it is, but I really had to sit close to the screen to see the script.
I changed the font from ‘Arial 12’ to ‘Calibri 10’ in an attempt to bring the page number down for those
who print each edition to read or pass on.
I have taken on board the Tod’s concern and amended to Font size 11 from this edition.
Coupe News – Special Edition No.6.
From Dave Richards,
Many thanks for yet another interesting 'special edition', supplementing your usual excellent monthly
publications. As you know, my principal Pullman interest is in the Southern Region composite cars, as
my father spent many years as a leading attendant on the south coast 6‐PUL units (his principal car was
'Grace', as I've mentioned before) in addition to working the fabulous Brighton Belle from time to time.
It has often intrigued me, as to why model producers have completely ignored the Composite cars that
ran within the 6‐PUL units, as their make‐up (i.e. 1st, 3rd class, Coupe, kitchen and lavatory) made them
quite unique, in addition to being a considerable feat of engineering in such a confined space.
I've always wanted a model of 'Grace' (in memory of my late father) for static display purpose but have
never been able to find a true Composite model. Even Quentin Poore's excellent models at
goldenagemodels.net do not contain a composite, although he hopes one day that he may add this to
his collection if there's enough interest.
However, by chance (following another random Google Pullman related search), I came across
www.tmsmodels.biz/gauge0.htm who are taking commissioning orders for 'O' gauge 6‐PUL units (in
addition to a range of other superb models) and were prepared to take an order for production of a
single 'O' gauge Composite Car. My search for a quality display model of 'Grace' without the cost of an
individual commission from scratch, has now come to an end!
I thought that other readers of 'Coupe News' who may also consider that Composites were the
'forgotten ladies' of the Pullman era, may find this interesting too.
Regards and many thanks for your continued effort in relation to 'Coupe News' ‐ it really is appreciated.

From Brian Scales,
Dear Terry,
I enjoyed your latest "News" describing the history of the Hornby Pullman Cars over the years.
I have 6 of the 223 and 2 of the 233 type of car. I have improved these cars in a number of respects. I
have installed LNER bogies, which may not be strictly accurate, but at least the wheel size is now
correct. I have also added KD buckeye couplers at the correct height, which greatly improves their
appearance and gives relatively close coupling. I have used additional screws to secure the bodies to
the underframes, thereby making a much stiffer body‐to‐underframe connection.
The application of appropriate names or numbers completes my improvements, which I believe
transforms "toys" to something more like "scale models".
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I have 7 of the smooth sided and 8 of the matchboard sided new type cars. These cars are beautiful
models, unfortunately ruined by their dreadful "toy train" couplings. I have improved these cars by
retracting the buffers and installing KD couplers, cranked to locate the coupler heads at the correct
scale height. With these two improvements, the cars can be close coupled with only a minute and
unnoticeable gap between the corridor connections. The effect is absolutely fabulous and has to be
seen to be appreciated!
I also have 4 of the Bachmann Mark I cars, which have been converted to KD couplers in order to give
realistic close coupling. This conversion was easy because these cars have standard pockets, which
make the conversion a matter of seconds per car, compared with the hours spent improving each of
the cars described above. The result justifies the effort in every case. The KD couplers used for all the
conversions are close to scale size, so all the improved car ends look just like the real thing. One
advantage of installing KD couplers on everything is that any vehicle can be coupled with any other
vehicle, which is not always the case with "toy train" couplings.

From Chris Hankin,
Thank you for that "Special Edition" ‐ I found it very interesting, and it kicked me into action to dig out
my own Pullman models. My theme in collecting model railways has always been Hornby‐Dublo, and
latterly Wrenn products. If you are interested in extending your research into models of manufacturers
other than Triang/Hornby, then I can take some pictures of my models ‐ if you'd like them. At present
the Pullman‐related fleet is;
Wrenn W3006/7
Wrenn W6000
Wrenn W6000
Wrenn W6001
Wrenn W6002
Wrenn W6002V
Wrenn W6002H
Wrenn W6006
Wrenn W6008
Wrenn W6009
Wrenn W6010
H‐D 4035
H‐D 4036
H‐D 4037
Grafar ??
Grafar ??
Lima
??

Brighton Belle ‐ Car No 90, Car No 91.
Car No 79
Car No 77
Car no 73
Aries
Vera
Hazel
1708 Southern Green
1245 Southern Green
LMS Maroon
LMS Maroon
Aries
Car No 74
Car No 79
Br/2nd
1st
Cl 73 Electro Diesel "Royal Alex"
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Extract from Model Railway Express – Monday May 19th.
Pullman ‐ Coupe News
If someone else does not mention it, I am sure you will not mind my bringing this to the attention of
your readers. If anyone is interested in the history of the Hornby Pullman Cars take a look at Terry Bye's
online publication of Coupe News Special Edition No. 6, 50 years of Tri‐ang ‐ Hornby Pullmans 1958 to
2008.
It is an excellent timeline showing all the Pullman cars, both individually and in sets, including
photographs and details of differences between production series. This publication has been made
possible with the assistance of Simon Kohler and our editor, Pat Hammond.
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html
Norman Allum ‐ Atlanta, Georgia, USA
I confirm that Terry Bye's long running online Pullman magazine, Coupe News, is an excellent way of
keeping in touch with the Pullman preservation movement and in learning the history of various British
based Pullman services and the cars they used. It is not only interesting but attractively designed and
well illustrated – Pat Hammond.
www.mremag.com

Celebration Pullman Encounter – Tod Sloan.
My wife and I, celebrating our 35th wedding anniversary, visited the Petworth site to view the Pullman
cars in early May.
The manageress very kindly showed us around two of the cars once I had mentioned being a member
Of the Pullman Society.
We were impressed with the quality of the conversions into Hotel accommodation. Externally, much
has to be done yet, especially below the under frames.
Considerable corrosion is evident on the bogies, though never expected to move again, cosmetic
treatment is surely needed.
I just wish I had the time to spare to offer my free services, as it would be a satisfying task to undertake
and even more so to complete.
To complete my day, after a visit to Petworth House as members of National Trust, my wife bought me
a pair of Pullman cufflinks, (gold coat‐of‐arms on a black backround), from the Station tea room, which
we also sampled.
It wasn’t all one sided, she did get some flowers the day before! So in all, despite the inclement
weather, it was a very pleasant and memorable day.
A special thanks to Louise for the unscheduled and unexpected guided tour of Montana and Flora.
I also thank the owners in their absence for the opportunity for us to take the advantage during our
visit.
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Terry,
Just another Pullman Photo that has come my way, in a selection of shots my colleague Ian Lord
produced for the Aberdeen Transport Society, 50th Anniversary being celebrated.
(The society was founded by a group of students after the parade for the last tram in Aberdeen on 3rd
May 1958 and is still going strong, if you are ever anywhere near Aberdeen on a Tuesday night, get in
touch and come and talk to us about Pullmans!!) As far as I can remember it was taken in June last
year.
Anyway, the shot is of The Brighton Belle cars at Dufftown. (I need to get up there again myself and
take my tea in the Pullman)
Regards
John Daniels

c Ian Lord.
CAR No.91 – Motor Brake Parlour
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Pullman Car Services – Information Stand – Middlesbrough Model Railway Exhibition.

Over the weekend of May 17th & 18th at the invitation of Middlesbrough Model Railway Club The
Pullman Car Services information stand (as seen above) was in attendance.
The stands theme being linked to the publication of Coupe News Special Edition No.6
“50 years of Tri‐ang ‐ Hornby Pullmans 1958 to 2008”.
With the use of some of my Pullman car models, I was able to display the variations of the Pullman cars
produced from 1958 to 2008.
As the stand is ‘Information’ only i.e. I am not displaying to sell, allocated space within the exhibition is
given to me free of any charge. (note, the table cloth is in fact a Pullman (USA) bed sheet).
Information is for sharing not gathering dust, attending such exhibitions gives me a sense of
achievement to be able to help model railway fraternity in responding to questions asked.
In addition copies of the ‘May’ edition of Coupe News and ‘Special Edition No.6’ were handed out free
of charge. (continued on page 16).
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The information boards (above) consist of four double panels, of which only three are actually seen
above the fourth being located behind the last panel on the right. Alas the Hornby signs I have exceed
the length of each panel and can only be used when all four panels are used.
The display above from left to right consists as follows: p
Panel 1.
The Tees Tyne Pullman vestibule window sticker (modern).
Two B&W photographs of the service steam hauled pre‐1960.
Two plans of the Hadrian Bar.
Precision Labels packs for the Tees Tyne Pullman.
Panel 2.
Hornby Railways superb photograph of the new (in 2003) Pullman car models.
Two photographs, the first being of a Pullman outside the Pullman Car Company’s Preston Park works,
the second is of the Yorkshire Pullman at Doncaster.
Plan of a Pullman car.
Panel 3.
Photographs of Pullman cars, trains and Pullman Car Company notice with regard to ‘Care of Hands’.
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The model display as shown within the following three photographs consisted of one of each model
produced in the period 1958 to 2008. Above we have the Tri‐ang cars as produced from 1958 until
1974, with exception of the Wagon Lits car which was only produced between 1963 and 1965.

The Tri‐ang Blue Pullman set at the top of the above photograph, with the first five new (2003) Hornby
Railways Pullman cars.
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Above the variations in livery of the 1974 – 2008 Hornby Railway Pullman cars based on the 1928/9
Met Cam cars.
My thanks to the Committee and members of the MMRC for allowing me share the weekend with
them.

Hartlepool Model Rail Exhibition – July 26th & 27th 2008.
Wynyard Rooms, Samsung Wynyard Park, Nr Hartlepool, Cleveland TS22 5TB
Opening times: SAT 10am‐5pm SUN 10am‐4pm. Admission: Adults £4.00 Concessions £2.50
Children £2.50 Family £11.00.
Hartlepool Model Rail Exhibition has moved to the Conference Centre at Wynyard Park, an ideal
location. Situated adjacent to the A19/A689 interchange, with FREE parking for up to 300 vehicles,
easy access making it ideal for the disabled. Catering facilities are good.
Hartlepool Model Rail Group are using their hobby to raise funds for charity, 2008 after costs all
proceeds are shared with the RNLI and GNAAS Air
Layouts Include: Magram ‐ N Gauge, Calder Road Junction ‐ OO Gauge, Egnima Yard ‐ HO and DCC,
Bear Creek Junction ‐ HO/HOn3 dual gauge and DCC, Blagdon ‐ OO Gauge, Doniford ‐ OO Gauge,
Die Alte Muhle ‐ N Gauge, Clogwyn ‐ N Gauge, Kingston Regis ‐ OO9, Farkham ‐ OO Gauge,
Three Rivers ‐ HO and DCC, Marske ‐ O Gauge, Shildon ‐ OO Gauge, Eden Park ‐ O Gauge,
Daleside ‐ N Gauge, Lleryb ‐ Z Gauge, Holden Junction ‐ OO Gauge, Bash Street ‐ OO Gauge,
Sealane ‐ O Gauge, Kilcullen ‐ OO Gauge and DCC, Cardhu ‐ N Gauge, Loosely Warren ‐ Z Gauge,
Skaledale ‐ OO Gauge and DCC, Foss Landing ‐ HO Gauge, Guisborough ‐ OO Gauge
Chaudes‐Aigues ‐ N Gauge and DCC, Horton – HO, Spital – 00, Grathwaite – 00, Farkham – 00,
Black Dog Halt.
Demo: DEMU in EM/OO/HO in DCC
Also a large number of Traders will be attending.
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Bluebell Pullman News – David Jones.
The latest Pullman news from the Bluebell is that the LMS BGZ van normally attached to the end of the
'Golden Arrow' Pullman rake is in the C & W Works for modifications including the installation of
storage and washing facilities.
A gas fired boiler has been the most recent fitment, which will be powered from a Calor Gas cylinder
and will provide hot water.
When completed this vehicle will be located in the centre of the train where BR Mk1 Pullman car 'Eagle'
is at present located and will be in Umber and Cream to complement the Pullmans.
A recent 'Sussex Belle' afternoon tea Pullman train had unusual motive power in the form of the latest
arrival on hire from the Llangollen Railway, GWR Prarie tank No. 5199 as shown in the photo below, of
the locomotive waiting departure from Sheffield Park Station with the Pullman cars behind.

cD.Jones
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CLASSIC TRAINS – SUMMER 2008 EDITION.
For those readers who like myself have an interest in Pullman cars and operations outside the UK, the
current ‘Summer edition of ‘Classic Trains Magazine’, gives the reader an insight of the types of cars
and services offered within the United States of America.
Availability in the UK ‐ At larger branches of W.H.Smith’s, or via SPV at www.spv.co.uk
Availability outside the UK – I suggest contacting www.classictrainsmag.com
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Tail Lamp.
My thanks to all who have contributed to this edition with articles and/or photographs, without your
contributions this edition would be much the poorer.
Firstly, if you have not received your copy of Special Edition No.6, then please advise me by Email and a
copy will be forwarded.
May I take this opportunity to thank those readers who attended the Middlesbrough Model Railway
Exhibition and made themselves known to me at the PCS Information Stand.
Your words of encouragement and praise make the time I spend in production each month well
worthwhile.
I wish Steve Doughty and all those involved in CAR No.14 well for the inauguration of the car at
Swanage on June 22nd. I have already mentioned that any reader who happens to be in the Swanage
area
should show their support to the sterling work undertaken in getting the car back to the UK, and its
restoration by at least paying a visit to the Railway and investing some cash in a ride within CAR No.14
or purchasing items from within the Swanage Railway shop on the platform at Swanage Station.
A special thank you must go to Nick Dodson, who has given the UK Pullman fraternity its very first
Pullman DVD; it’s been a long time coming as far as I am concerned. Up to now for me it’s been a case
of purchasing video/DVD’s which have the odd snippet of film of a Pullman train passing.
Some years ago I did liaise with a leading producer of then video and now DVD’s on the matter to which
he replied, “I have material of Southern England services, but nothing relating to Pullmans out of
Paddington, Euston and Kings Cross. So a true Pullman program could not be produced to tell the story
of Pullman in the UK”. I agreed with his answer on the point of a historical record of Pullman in the UK,
but suggested a start of a “History of Southern Region Pullman Services” would be a start with a plea
for further material to cover future editions covering “Western, Midland & North Eastern” services.
Alas nothing to date has been released.
May be Nick might pick‐up the mantle with regard to a Pullman History in the UK DVD, as Nick
produced a superb Video on the restored “Venice Simplon Orient‐Express” some years ago.
And finally, the publication date for your July edition has been put back to Saturday July 5th.

Remember ‐ “Information is for Sharing – Not gathering Dust”.
T.Bye June 1st 2008.

