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Cover Photograph.
A youthful 17 year old Ron Hurley (front row third left) with his fellow work colleagues
restoring Pullman Armchairs within the Preston Park Workshops at Brighton.
John Cooper was employed by the Pullman Car Company at Preston Park Works
from 1945 until 1954.
Image: Ron Hurley Collection.
Editorial:
Welcome to Coupe News No: 55.
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and images for inclusion within
this edition.
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production, is for you to forward on, either by email or printing a copy, to any one you may know who will also be interested in
reading about matters Pullman.

Information Required.
I will welcome any information on the Pullman car located on your local preserved
railway or in use as a static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupe News and the
Pullman Car Services Archive.
Information is for sharing - not gathering dust…..
If you have any material for inclusion in No.56, please forward by
September 27th.
Coupe News No.56 will be published on October 1st.
Editorial Address:
Terry Bye
Pullman Car Services
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
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Editors note to the readership.

Have you missed a copy of Coupe News, or changing your e-mail address, or wish to
be removed from the mailing list.
Please e-mail to the editorial address with your request, it’s as simple as that.
Some readers do not receive copies as published for one reason or another.
I do get bounce backs advising that an e-mail address no longer exists or the mail box
full. If by the 5th of each month your copy fails to arrive, please e-mail the editorial
address and I will forward to you the missing edition.
We now remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as
this edition of Coupe News.
Schedule No:
Name:
Type of Car:
Into Service:
Builder:
Tare:
Covers:

55.
SEVILLE.
Kitchen.
December 1912.
Cravens Limited at Sheffield.
31t.
19.

1933 MAY.

Rebuilt to Composite at Preston Park Workshops, Brighton.
12 First Class & 14 Third Class covers and tare increased to 33t.

1936 July.

Rebuilt to First Class Kitchen, with tare weight reduced to 31t.

1942.

Became NAAFI No.3.

1943 May 25th.

Damaged by enemy action.

Withdrawn: 1961.
Converted to Pullman Camping Coach BR(S) No.P61 and located Littleham 1962.
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Look Back At Pullman.
1947 – September 60 Years Ago.
September 12th.

Car MYRTLE noted within the Golden Arrow Pullman Train
Formation.

September 22nd.

The “Up” Devon Belle passing the “Down” Atlantic Coast Express
between Honiton and Sidmouth Junction. The Devon belle wing
fitted to the Bulleid Pacific steam locomotive dislodged and
ricocheting between the two train formations. Damaging windows
and body sides of the leading two Pullman cars and seven
coaches of the “ACE”. A total of seven injuries to passengers
were sustained.

1967 – September 40 Years Ago.
September 2nd.

A six car Blue Pullman Diesel multiple Unit was chartered for the
Gillette Cricket Cup Final (Somerset vs Kent). Working empty
coaching stock from Bristol to Taunton to form the 07.45am
Taunton to Paddington.
The route to Paddington was via Castle Cary and the Berkshire
and Hampshire line, this is not a route used by the Blue Pullman
sets in normal service.

September 6th.

Electric Class of locomotive ‘AL5’ No.3092 noted at Platform 9 at
Liverpool Lime Street station with the empty stock of the “Down”
evening Liverpool Pullman service.

September 16th.

The Golden Arrow service noted with Pullman cars CYGNUS,
CARINA, PHOENIX and ORION within the train formation.

September 27th.

Because of the derailment of the 09.45am Paddington (London)
to Weston-Super-Mare express at Didcot. Trains were diverted
via Westbury and Bristol. This lead to a high concentration of
traffic in the Bristol area, and consequently trains were running
very late.
The “Down” 5.40pm South Wales Pullman passed Trowbridge at
7.35pm, followed by the Bristol Pullman five minutes later, at the
time it was due to arrive at its destination.
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1977 – September 30 Years Ago.
September 10th.

On display at Brighton station “Open Day” ex-Brighton Belle cars
No.92 and 93 from Belle unit 3053. Both cars being ex-Motor
Brake Parlours

September 14th.

Pullman car AGATHA is moved by road from the Isle of Wight
Steam Railway via the Fishbourne to Portsmouth car ferry, then
onward to Carnforth.

September 17th.

Brighton Football club charter train to Burnley includes Mk1
Pullman car Kitchen/First Class E314E ex-HAWK.

Preston Park Works Staff c1948.

Four very youthful employees (far left Ron Hurley) of the post war era of the
Pullman Car Company at the Preston Park Workshops at Brighton.
Stand beside one the 5 Bel “Brighton Belle” Motor Brake Parlour cars.
Image: Ron Hurley Collection.
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My thanks to David Richards for the following e-mail and images of Ron Hurley as
displayed on the cover and page 5 of this edition.
Hi Terry,
Coupe News continues to impress and I'm sure I join the rest of the readership in
thanking you for your continued efforts in not only producing a superb monthly
publication but we're now also being spoilt by additional 'specials'; thank you.
You will recall my Uncle (John Cooper) who featured on the cover of the 50th edition
and of course I sent him a copy (as I now do every month). He was chuffed to bits and
on a recent visit to his sisters he took the copy along to show her. What he had
forgotten (and I never knew) was that his brother-in-law (and my uncle) Ron Hurley,
served his apprenticeship at the Pullman Car Works at Preston Park in Brighton.
I've attached a couple of photographs that I'm sure you and the News's readers will
enjoy.
Now being aware of my passion for Pullman cars, my uncle has since sent me a
superb book that you may, or may not be aware of. It's entitled 'Pullman Craftsman'
and it records the reminiscences of three craftsmen employed at the Preston Park
works between 1948 and 1963. It's a living account giving the flavour of what it was
like working in a heavy engineering workshop in the 50's and 60's, as well as being a
testimony to a kind of craftsmanship that is no longer with us.
It's an absolutely fascinating read and contains some superb photographs. It was
published in 1992 by Queenspark books, a small publishing firm that specialises in
Brighton history/events etc. I looked on their web site (www.queensparkbooks.org.uk)
and the book is still available and only £4.95, the same price it was when first
published. Looking at their site I found another potential fascinating booked entitled
'Pullman Attendant'.
The book resume states "In 1935, fifteen year old Bert Hollick signed on at Brighton
Station for his first shift on a Pullman Train. Working on the midnight shift from Victoria
to Brighton, he learnt to ladle soup from a tureen at seventy-five miles per hour and
serve a three-course lunch in a speedy fifty-eight minutes. A man of few words, Bert’s
life story is told in a succinct and concise style that nonetheless manages to convey
wonderfully the atmosphere of the Pullman Cars, as well as providing interesting
factual details of railway life. He worked at a time when a twelve to fourteen hour day
was commonplace, and wages were a meagre two pounds a week, despite providing
a luxury service to everyday travellers. This book is a must for all train and railway
enthusiasts."
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Sadly the book is currently out of print but if you go onto their website, there is a 'vote'
button by any out of print books and if enough people vote, they will run another print
run. I'm sure that with your support if interested and that of your readers 'Coupe
News' may be able to hasten the generation of another print run!
The hyperlink to both books is
http://www.queensparkbooks.org.uk/books/catalogue_search_result.html?search=pull
man, well worth a visit.
I hope this input helps and during a conversation with my uncle (John) last week, he
was telling me about the Pullman specials that he used to work during the war This
involved taking evacuees from London to the countryside and how they fed and
entertained the poor mites, just separated from their parents, before taking empty
stock back to London, to pick-up the next batch. I asked him that if he had time, to jot
his memories down and if he does; I'll pass these onto you, as I'm sure it would make
for an interesting read.
Regards and best wishes,
Dave Richards

Colne Valley Request.
I enjoyed the latest special edition especially as our “Royal Pullman Car” Aquila was
given such prominence.
However my real request is for information - our C&W team is going to start work on
restoring the doors and ends of Aquila this winter however we have very a very limited
amount of drawings or other information on the ends.
Consequently if any reader has constructional drawings, layouts or other mechanical
detail/drawings of the vestibule layout and construction we would very much like to
have access to them.
We would be happy to pay for postage, to have the drawings copied and returned to
the owners – any help would be much appreciated.
Many thanks Roger Mannion
Event Management & Business Development
Colne Valley Railway
Trading as CVR 2006 Ltd
Castle Hedingham, Essex , CO9 3DZ
Tel: 01787 461174
Email: roger.mannion@colnevalleyrailway.co.uk
www.colnevalleyrailway.co.uk
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DORIS - David Jones.

August 2007.
Not much to report on DORIS except that following the successful opening to the
public over the Collectors Fair weekend, a similar event is planned over the
'Giants of Steam' weekend of October 20/21 when again, members of the Pullman
Society will be on hand to answer questions and display various artifacts.
It is expected that the service Pullmans will be marshalled into the trains over this
weekend to provide accommodation for First Class passengers, as it is not
possible to run the Golden Arrow with such an intensive passenger service.
Large crowds are expected as there will be four Bulleid pacifics running, with
'92 Squadron' and 'Wadebridge' joining the residents 'Blackmoor Vale' and
'Eddystone'.
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Car No.14 - Steve Doughty – August 6th 2007.
Steve, Ivan Godfrey and Andy Vincent visited Rampart Carriage & Wagon at Derby on
August 6th to inspect progress and to complete discussions on the seat layout and
supply. Work has come on a long way since the last visit.

CAR No.14 – This is the side of the car was attached to the building at San Francisco.
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With all bogie work now complete, including the replacement of the missing pivot pin
which had been cut off at some point during its stay in the USA. Buffers and gangways
are now in place and work to the steps has revealed the original 'Clayton' works
plates.

CAR No.14 – The external view of pantry and bar side.

The door handles (image page 11), copies of which are sought for the replacement
door, have both been found to be stamped '14'. We are also in need of two grab
handles to replace those lost when the door was removed, plus a seven inch (six inch
face) SR vacuum gauge for the brake vestibule, so if anyone can help us with these,
we would be most grateful.
The refurbishment has also uncovered the two lozenge windows behind the bar. We
continue to look for a photo of this side iof the car in the US to understand whether
these were covered over when the interior was remodelled at Twickenham prior to
shipping to the USA or, as we suspect, while it was in California. It was a pleasure to
find these intact beneath later panels as they do improve the appearance of the car.
The door cut midway along the side of the car has now been sealed up, the sides
painted and the side panels for the 'Pullman Observation Car' legends added over the
matchboard panelling. Roof repairs are complete and cantrails are in place.
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CAR No.14 - The Original Vestibule Door Handles a Further Pair Require Sourcing.

Inside, a template session to confirm the seat layout revealed a problem - the
'Twickenham' Fireman's Rest interior had significantly reduced the interior width of the
car, to the extent that we could not fit the original layout in. However, investigation of
the 'new' interior fortunately revealed that the original remained intact behind the
'english pub' panels, so the decision was taken to remove these to restore the
available width and, of course, a further original feature. As for the layout itself, it
quickly became apparent that the plan to tighten up the pitch a bit to get another seat
row in was not feasible as this would have resulted in an unacceptably restricted aisle.
Faced with the choice between the authentic layout with angled sofas and the higher
capacity back to back layout now featured in Car 13, the team have put authenticity
ahead of the siren call of maximising revenue. If this proves to be the wrong decision,
it will be a simple matter to add seats at a later date. We have yet to finalise choice of
moquette, with Andy Vincent investigating the possibility of a special run of material to
the original design.
Work still to do includes sourcing a new water tank, electrics, modifying the
replacement door, interior works as above and application of exterior topcoat and
lettering.
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CAR No.14 - Ivan Godfrey views one of the original works plate.

Inevitably perhaps, the overhaul is likely to cost more than first expected, although
Rampart propreitor Paul Ramsden does not believe that there are any more secrets to
be uncovered. With the new seats likely to take three months to manufacture,
completion is now expected towards the end of the year. Fund raising for Car 14
continues and I am grateful to those who have sponsored the seats and otherwise
contributed to the costs of the overhaul. We do still need to raise more to finish the
job, so please consider sending a cheque to the
Swanage Railway Trust (Devon Belle),
Station House,
Swanage,
DORSET BH19 1HB
Or via our website at
http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm
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Pullman Car CARINA passing through Clapham Junction enroute empty stock to
Waterloo within the formation of the late Statesman Sir Winston Churchill’s funeral train
on January 31st 1965 – Image by permission of Roger Merry-Price.

Peter Elson Press & Publicity Officer for the Pullman Car Carina Preservation Trust
advises on the Restoration of the ex-Golden Arrow car CARINA.
Churchill's Pullman - "This is the start of the beginning"
New Carina Preservation Trust Launched

ONE of the most glamorous and historic British railway coaches – with links
to British wartime premier Winston Churchill – will be restored by a new group.
The first class Pullman car CARINA, which carried principal guests in Churchill’s 1965
funeral train, will be rebuilt to its former glory and running order in a £200,000 project.
The Pullman Car Carina Preservation Trust charity will take over the vehicle.
A support association, Friends of Pullman Car CARINA, is also being launched.
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CARINA has not run in service since September 30, 1972, when it was one the last
four traditional Pullman cars on the final run of the de luxe Golden Arrow crosschannel boat train.
Built as a kitchen car seating a mere 22 First class covers, CARINA’s construction
began in 1938 at Birmingham Carriage & Wagon Co as one of seven cars for a
planned Pullman Car Company upgrade of the East Coast Mainline between King
Cross and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The new Pullman service would then compete with
the Coronation streamlined train introduced on the ECML in 1937. This in its first year
of operation had been identified by the Pullman Car Company for a loss of passengers
on its Yorkshire and North East services.
The project was shelved with the declaration of the Second World War in early
September 1939.
Completion of the building of the Pullman cars was completed in the Spring of 1951
and the new cars were allocated to the Southern Region of British railways premier
Pullman service the Golden Arrow (London – Dover/Folkestone) boat train service on
June 11th 1951, to coincide with the Festival of Britain.

The interior of car CARINA as new in 1951 clearly showing the standard First Class
seating of 1 x 1 and the two saloons - Image Pullman Car Services Archive.
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After serving as a static hotel restaurant in Lyons, France, from 1973 to 1980,
CARINA was purchased by Venice Simplon Orient-Express for restoration and use
within the planned British Pullman train.
Looming restrictions on the mainline use of wooden-framed/bodied vehicles instead
caused VSO-E, after starting restoration, to store CARINA for 22 years. Sold to the
late Beryl Gallacher, in 2002, CARINA is part of her estate.

Pullman car CARINA May 2006 at Pickering Siding North Yorkshire Moors Railway

With her son Jim Kay deeply involved in other railway projects, he decided that the
quickest way to restore CARINA would be to transfer ownership to charitable trust
which can also access grants for restoration.
Restoration will involve repainting CARINA’s exterior in traditional United Kingdom
livery of umber and cream with full lining. The exterior is untouched since repainting
into the corporate livery of British Rail of blue and grey in 1969.
The car, which had its ceiling removed by VSO-E, has also since suffered extensive
damage to interior panelling from water ingress and will not survive another winter in
the open air.
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The restored interior will conform to its postwar art deco style and Jim Kay has
collected many fixtures and fittings. It will be reconfigured to the original 18 covers
within the two saloons of individual capacious armchairs, paired in two single rows,
plus a glass-sided coupe seating four covers.
The kitchen will be entirely rebuilt to meet modern hygiene, health and safety
standards, allowing CARINA once more to re-enter the public service as originally
intended.
Currently stored at the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, CARINA’s refurbishment will
be undertaken at its Pickering Carriage Workshops.
The NYMR has expressed interest in using CARINA for its highly successful
Pullman dining car trains and this car would be especially appropriate for special
gourmet events.
It is also hoped that CARINA will available to other private railways, ensuring as many
people as possible can see and travel in this wonderfully stylish example of British
design, craftsmanship and engineering.

* Friends of Pullman Car CARINA annual subscription is £10; please make
cheques payable to Carina Preservation Trust and send to:
Kevin Collins, Secretary, Carina Preservation Trust, Belford, 11 Park Avenue,
Driffield, East Yorkshire, YO25 5EW.
Email: kevcoll@hotmail.co.uk

* The trust will give Friends regular bulletins on restoration progress and organise
works visits to view CARINA’s refurbishment. It is hoped that concessions for travel
aboard CARINA once restored can be offered to Friends.

Pullman car CARINA fact file:
* Details of building: Ordered from Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Co,
Smethwick, in 1938, completed 1951; Pullman schedule number 307; First class
with 22 covers and kitchen; 63’10”x 8’5”; tare weight 40 tons; all steel-panelled and
timber-framed; LNER Gresley-type steel underframe and Gresley double-bolster
bogies.
* Within formation of relaunched Golden Arrow all-Pullman boat train (to connect via
Channel ferry with equivalent Flech D’Ore express to Paris) to coincide with Festival
of Britain from June 11, 1951, with seven other new ‘1938’ cars and also three other
cars refurbished for the new service.
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* Repainted in British Rail Blue & Grey livery and name replaced by legend “Golden
Arrow”, and becoming S307S at Eastleigh C&W Works in 1969. The number of
Covers being increased by reconfiguring to 1x1 and 2x2, but remaining first class.
* Included in final run of Golden Arrow on September 30, 1972 with three other
remaining ‘1938’ cars.
* Sold with Pullman car Pheonix for use at Hotel Mercure, Dardillly, Lyons, France,
1973-80.
* Purchased by Venice Simplon Orient-Express for use in British Pullman train.
Partially restored during storage 1980-2002.
* Declared surplus by VSO-E and sold to Beryl Gallacher; relocated from Stewarts
Lane depot, London, to Pickering, North Yorkshire Moors Railway, from 2002 to
present.
CARINA - additional information:
* Most famous duty: on January 30, 1965, carried family and principal guests aboard
Sir Winston Churchill’s funeral train from London Waterloo to Handborough for his
burial at Bladon cemetery, near Blenheim Palace; and return working to London
Paddington (Carina was coupled next to baggage car carrying Churchill's coffin).
* In Pullman train carrying Soviet Premier Kruschev and Marshal Bulganin from
Portsmouth to London Victoria on April 18, 1956.
* Used in final Pullman VIP special on British Rail, carrying Soviet President Kosygin
from Gatwick to London Victoria (and return) on February 6 and 13, 1967.
Nicknamed “the Kosygin Specials”.
* CARINA is named after a southern constellation of stars representing the outline of
Jason’s legendary ship Argo (CARINA is Latin for keel).

For press/publicity information please contact
Peter Elson, (work) Tel: 0151 472 2502; email: peter.elson&dailypost.co.uk
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Sheffield Railwayana Auctions Limited.

Saturday September 15th 2007

SPECIAL NOTICE:
Our auctions are no longer held at Myers Grove School, Sheffield.
the venue will be:
The Gateway Centre
Derbyshire County Cricket Club
Off Nottingham Road
DERBY DE21 6AF

VIEWING AND AUCTION TIMES:
All items are available for viewing on the date of sale only from 7:30 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. The auction will commence at 11:00 a.m. promptly and finish at 4:00 p.m.
approximately.
There will be a short break at Lot 300 when a further chance is offered for viewing
of the remaining items.
AUCTION ENQUIRIES AND ABSENTEE BIDDERS:
Enquiries about estimates and other matters can only be made up to 6:00 p.m. on
Thursday 13th September 2007.
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LOTS 41-44: PULLMAN CAR ITEMS
41. PULLMAN CAR BRASS TABLE LAMP in brass with a modern curved plain base
and tubular stem attached to which are wire holders for the lamp shade.
The base is clearly stamped “PHOENIX” at the electrical input. This lamp was of an
experimental design; exclusive to Phoenix, a “Golden Arrow” car, clearly
reflecting the austerity of the post-war era. Built in 1952 withdrawn from the “Golden
Arrow” in September 1972, now preserved on VSOE. The car was used
by French President, Charles de Gaulle and Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother,
among many other dignitaries. Approx. 19” high with 6¼” diameter base.
Fitted with an original pink Perspex shade. Rewired and a 3-pin plug fitted (not tested).
Lamp and shade all in VGC.

42. PULLMAN CAR silverplate SAUCE BOAT manufactured by Martin Hall & Co Ltd
Sheffield “Shrewsbury Plate.” The round crest Pullman coat of arms with
the name “Pullman Car Company Limited” within two line border around it is incised in
the side. Oval shaped, 6•” x 4” at the top, 4” to top of handle. VGC.
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43. PULLMAN CAR enamel and gilt UNIFORM CAP BADGE: “SOUTHERN –
GOLDEN ARROW” in green enamel at top and bottom of badge, the Pullman
coat of arms in red yellow, blue and white enamels at the centre with “Pullman” in
scroll below it in red enamel. These are set against two three-flight arrows
set diagonally behind. This was a post-war badge (c.1946) manufactured by L.
Simpson (London) Ltd which is incised on the back together with the number
“17.” 2¼” x 2” in good original condition, a little loss of green enamel in the word
“Southern” only.

44. WAGONS-LITS PULLMAN “ORIENT EXPRESS”
Pair of BRASS TAPS both with ceramic labels bearing the title “Orient Express” one
“Chaud” the other “Froid” complete with brass spout and aluminium connections.
Approx 24” long. An unusual item in ex-vehicle condition.
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Ex-Southern Region Bogie Luggage Van No. S2464S - Returns to the UK.
Although S2464S is not a true Pullman vehicle, I have always classed the vehicle as
an “Honorary Pullman” due to its unique link with the all Pullman train for the late
Statesman Sir Winston Churchill funeral train of January 31st 1965.
During a visit to the West Coast of America in 2002, I was lucky enough to find and
photograph both S2464S and CAR No.14.

S2464S – June 2002 – St Andrews Station California – Image T.Bye
Churchill Funeral Car Returning to England.
Extract from – Trains magazine's News Wire August 10th 2007.
INDUSTRY, Calif. - After nearly 30 years at the Industry Hills Golf Club, the railroad
car that carried the body of late British Prime Minister Winston Churchill will return
home, the Whittier Daily News reported. Former Industry Councilman Darius Johnson
purchased the coach in 1965 for $980 while he and Majestic Realty CEO Edward
Roski Jr. were in England.

P22.

S2464S – June 2002 – St Andrews Station California – Image T.Bye
"The car was going to be auctioned off basically for scrap, so we ended up purchasing
it," Roski told the News. It was shipped to Long Beach, Calif., and remained in storage
until 1979, where it went on display at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Course at the
Industry Hills Golf Club. The golf club was a partnership between the city of Industry
and Majestic Realty.
Now, as part of a restoration effort led by a British nonprofit organization, the Swanage
Railway Trust, the funeral car will return to its homeland. The coach, which carried
Churchill's body on Jan. 30, 1965, will be moved Aug. 14 to the Port of Long Beach,
and then will depart Aug. 21 for England.
Representatives from the Swanage Railway Trust originally said they would pay to
ship the car. But their fundraising efforts failed, and instead the city of Industry decided
to take care of the cost:
$67,000, including $17,000 to rig it and $50,000 to ship it.
The Swanage Railway Trust will restore the car to running condition for use on the
Swanage Railway, a six-mile-long heritage railway in Dorset, England.
My thanks to S.Brandt of Chicago for forwarding this information.
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S2464S – June 2002 – St Andrews Station California – Image T.Bye

S2464S – June 2002 – Note all fittings remain in situ – Image T.Bye
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S2464S – June 2002 – SR Works Plate – Image T.Bye

My personal thanks to Steve Doughty for allowing me to copy his article and reports
as detailed in the following pages relating to Bogie luggage Van S2464S.
Steve Doughty writes:
Sir Winston Churchill's funeral train catafalque - Southern Railway van S2464S started its long journey back to the UK from the USA on Monday 13th August, thanks
to the generosity of California's City of Industry mayor David Perez and an appeal by
Swanage Railway volunteers.
Sir Winston Churchill's funeral train catafalque starts its long journey back to the UK
from the USA on Monday 13th August, when preparations begin at the Industry Hills
golf resort near Los Angeles for its move to the port of Long Beach.
The Swanage Railway's US team for the Churchill move were Randy Hees, Cris Hart
and Sam Sause, the same team who managed the move of Car 14 from San
Francisco, together with a new face, Woody Ballard, a friend of Randy. Randy, Cris
and Woody are kindred spirits to the SR volunteers, giving freely of their time to help
the Brits out, despite having their own railroad projects to look after. Sam is a
professional logistics contractor, with a wealth of experience moving anything
anywhere to or from the West Coast and whom we employed to find and manage the
road transport, deal with freight forwarders, the ports and, as you will see later, the
possibility of hitch-hiking spiders. To them all, the Swanage Railway owes a debt of
gratitude.
Cris, Randy and Sam have written reports on the move, starting with Cris, dated 30th
July. Cris went down to the site last week to prepare the car for the lift and ensure that
the company that were going to move it had an advance brief. It's a technical report,
but is an interesting summary of the work involved. Randy's comes next and covers
the move itself on Monday 13th August and last but not least is Sam's contribution,
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which also covers aspects of the move on Monday, but adds detail of the arrival at
Long Beach.

August 13th 2007 - S2464S Lifted of its bogies – Image R.Hees.
The BLV is booked to sail for Southampton on the Wallenius Wilhelmsen lines
'Tamerlane' on 21st August and is scheduled to arrive September 19th.
The return of the BLV to the UK has been made possible by the generosity of the
current owners, the City of Industry. Mayor David Perez has donated it to the
Swanage Railway Trust as a 'gift to the British people'.
With the success of the repatriation project now assured, The Swanage Railway Trust
now has the task of raising additional funds to ensure its long term preservation and
display. What form these take will very much depend on how much can be raised. Full
details of the repatriation project, including how to donate to the next phase, can be
found on our news page at http://www.swanagerailway.co.uk/news319.htm or the
Trust's website via this link or by contacting the Trust's Deputy Chairman Steve
Doughty at stephen.doughty1@btopenworld.com.
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Fund raising continues and I am grateful to those who have already contributed to the
costs of returning BLV S2464S to the UK. However, we do still need to raise much
more to finish the job so even if you have already contributed please consider sending
a cheque to the Swanage Railway Trust (Churchill Project), Station House, Swanage,
DORSET BH19 1HB
Steve Doughty
6th August 2007
Donations to the Churchill project can be made to the Swanage Railway Trust
(Churchill Fund), Station House, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1HB or on-line by debit or
credit card via the Trust’s website at ‘www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk’ by following
this link.
Please click here to visit the Swanage Railway Trust Appeals section at
http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm#Churchill

August 13th 2007 – S2464S being lowered onto the road trailer – Image R.Hees.
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Cris Hart's report
Railcar Status Report
Car 2464 at Pacific Palms Resort
Cris Hart, 30th July 2007
On 7/30 I inspected the BLV and did some preparation for removal. (Lubricate 3
journals and remove 2 brake connecting rods which I put inside the vehicle). For
reference I labeled the car ends ‘east’ & ‘west’ and the sides north and south. The
‘west’ end is closest to the restaurant, the ‘south’ side is by the driveway.
General:
The BLV is filled with racks and restaurant supplies. The roof is sealed, I saw no
leaks. The fire alarm system is still hooked up. Hotel Engineering will likely salvage the
fixtures. A piece of flex conduit exits thru the roof over the west end. The west end is
tight against the platform and the roof of the station second floor is just overhead.
The BLV body may need to shift slightly east when lifting although it may be OK going
straight up.
BLV end diaphragms around gangway:
The bellow-like diaphragms on each end should be pulled back into the car to prevent
damage during shipment. If you push the in there a locking lever, however I’d
recommend two ratchet straps are tightly pulled rope be applied to secure them from
shaking free. There are places to tie to either side of the diaphragm to grab handles
on the coach.
Diamond plate between station platforms and coach:
Whoever put the plate in-between the platform and BLV first welded angle irons at 90
degree angle to the BLV and the diamond plate to that. In addition it is welded in a few
places to the steel uprights that provide the side structure of the BLV. The plating goes
around about 2/3 of each side of the BLV, I counted 28 places where the angle iron or
diamond plate needs to be cut. The diamond plate is about ½ from the BLV frame,
cutting the angle irons about 1 or 1 1/2” from the BLV frame will allow the restoration
folks to make the final close up cuts and grind. The diamond plate that is attached to
the frame should be cut the same distance from the BLV to preserve the BLV frame. I
made pointers to all the welds with white paint marker on the diamond plate.
The torchman should have a firewatch person & spray the car sides & bottom with
water before cutting. (I didn’t see a hose bib but engineering said they could bring a
hose if needed. There running water in the restaurant by the BLV). There’s some
wooden footplate under the doors that needs to be left intact.
Bogies:
The main pins that connect the bogies to the BLV body are in place but loose, there
are no keepers through the slots in the bottom of the pins. (Possibly the BLV was put
into place with the bogies first then lowering the body on). I was able to reach into the
center of the bogie and push each pin up by hand. Neither bogie appears to be
welded to rails but could be rusted to it. There are sections of ½” plate welded to the
rails to block the eastern bogie from moving. I was able to access three of the journal
boxes lubricate.
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The woolen pads in the bottom where shot but I added Texaco HD57 “Journaltex” as
much as possible. Referencing the diagram below that’s be journals 6 7 and 8.
West End
12
34
56
78
East End
All other journal boxes were in accessible. Journal number 6 felt perfect when I ran my
hand under it
Buffers:
The east coupling hook between the buffers has an extension pole welded to it. A
combination of plate, tube and square stock it, Steve Doughty wants that off because
it extends beyond the buffers, I indicated places to cut it off, cutting through the ~ 4”
round tube should be fine, leaving the part around the hook for the Brits to finish.
Brake line:
This runs along the exterior of the BLV, the place where it was exposed to the
elements (northeast end) it is gone beyond repair and Steve says cut it off. The
brackets that held that pip up have rusted away. However, leave in place the part
under the east end where it connects to the brake line valve and flexible hose. This
may cut easily with a Sawsall. *Be careful of any particulate matter in the insulation
although it is wrapped already*.
Condition of wooden sides and doors:
The wooden doors are sagging and not perfectly fitting but seem tied on. There are
makeshift locking bars applied to the insides of the doors. The middle door on the
North side has more rot than most, and also there are two foot long sections to the
right of that door that are not a structural problem but would benefit from cover if the
car encounters rain being moved in England. When the car is cleared out it should be
more evident if some reinforcement is needed to secure them for transit. An
alternative is to ratchet strap them tightly together so prevent vibration.
BLV underframe:
I removed the two connecting rods between the bogies and the brake fulcrums,
labeled them and put them in the BLV. Each is about 9’ long. I separated the leather
drive belt between the generator and the axle but the belt needs to be tied up to the
bogie or removed and put in the BLV.
The batteries are in place. Steve says to leave them here rather than pay the shipping.
I couldn’t see what that would entail to remove them but the probably slide out. One
battery compartment door is under the BLV, please put it in the BLV before closing it
for shipment.
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Lifting points:
It’s a wooden sided vehicle and needs to be lifted from the bottom frame only. There
are two main beams running the length of the BLV –the outside sills. Looking at the
east bogie I noted the wheels are 8’ apart, each 4’ from the center of the
bolster(bolster is the pivot point). Besides the center bolster, the next crossways beam
towards the center of the car is 88” from the bolster, however towards the car end it’s
72”. With the components under the vehicle attached: brake cylinder and pivot beam,
battery box, the trucker should be prepared with cribbing to support the BLV on the
bogie under each bolster and have enough cribbing to keep those item clear—approx
24-30”.
Summary:
Torch cut: The extension on the east bogie hook, vacuum brake line, the angle iron
and diamond plate
Lube: Journals 1-5
Tie down: Diaphragms, doors
R.I.P. Sir Winston Churchill

Randy Hees' report, 13th August 2007
I left home in San Mateo (near San Francisco Airport) at 1:30 am on Monday... picked
up a friend and fellow member of our group, Woody Ballard, at 2:00, then south
towards Los Angeles. We stopped for breakfast at the half way point about 4:30, saw
sunrise as we hit the Tehachapi’s, and reached the City of Industry, and the BLV
about 8:00 am. The forklifts had arrived but not yet been unloaded. Sam was already
on site.
Initially things moved slowly, as the crew from Hulbert Bros brought in their job box,
blocking, and trenching plates.
The crew distributed the plates, supported by crib work over the curbs and
landscaping. There were many discussions… We determined where to place the
straps to lift the vehicle. Steel plates, added after the vehicle was placed on site were
cut to give access for the straps. More equipment was brought in (Hubert Bros. yard
was located nearby, and many trips were made for additional material)
Hotel management, City officials and at least one City Council member dropped by. A
photographer from Worldnews.com arrived and spent the day taking pictures. The
local rail fan community was aware of the move, and showed up in force to watch.
The heavy forklifts were rigged with booms and stretcher bars. The transport truck
was backed down the narrow lane. They needed to lift the read of the truck with the
forklift using chains to align it with the BLV. More trench plate and blocking was setup.
Straps were dropped under the BLV. Two of us climbed underneath and set the
straps… We paused for a lunch break. Fortified we rejoined the effort, only to find the
initial straps were too long. Straps were changes. Under the BLV we went again. All
was ready.
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We walked around the BLV for a final time. The hotel approved and the railing at the
BLV end was cut off.
The lift was quick and simple, without drama (the best kind of lift)
The forklifts backed up on the trench plate, allowing the truck to be backed down
under the BLV. The forklifts were shifted, and blocking was placed on the deck of the
truck. The car was lowered. It was determined that the end steps and vacuum hose
bracket needed to be removed to allow the BLV to be set down. We burned off the bolt
heads, preserving the original parts. They were stowed in the BLV body along with a
battery box door and two body steps found under the BLV.
As the crew tied the BLV down we took a look at the bogies, which rolled easily (at
least when a pry bar was applied.)
With the BLV ties down, Woody and I left for points north at about 4:30. Sam,
concerned about his flight and needing to visit a local client left. (he would later
change his flight to a closer airport and get a chance to drop by to see the car after it
was moved to the top of the hill) We stopped for a bite to eat at Philippe’s, across from
the old Terminal Annex post office, then headed out. I dropped Woody off at his house
about 11:00, and reached home about 11:30 (817 miles later). Sam, flying north had
beaten us by about 2 hours.
12 hours later the car, on Tuesday morning, accompanied by a police escort and the
Mayor of the City of Industry left for the Port of Long Beach and its appointment with a
Southampton bound ship. It was a media event, covered on the local news.

Report from Sam Sause, 13th August
PS to Randy’s report - Good report Randy only editing I would make would be to
emphasis more that the drama in moving this car was really lacking compared to the
Pullman Observation CAR No.14, but the weather was better. The operation on this
one was almost struck like watching paint dry. After visiting my client for about 40
minutes I did go back to the hotel and managed to get a couple of good pics of both
the bogies and the BLV after they had been relocated from the jobsite.. The hotel
management peeps were in the process of getting a “shot” of the BLV sitting on the
edge of the Eisenhower golf link to emphasize the Churchill and Ike relationship and
will create a caption for the picture to point out the last “encounter” of Ike and Winnie.
Delivery to the pier was all but routine. Tues morning the mayor with an entourage of
press, hotel management peeps and city officials left with the Halbert Bros trucks
carrying the bogies and the BLV. They were scheduled to leave at 10am for a 1PM
delivery appointment at the pier. Somehow they all did not manage to show up at the
pier until 2:30 and the pier was ill prepared to provide the wood blocking to set the
BLV on. In spite of all my talking to them several times last week and as late as
Monday afternoon advising them they needed to supply blocking to set the BLV on
they did not manage to make any advance preparations. They advised me not to
worry as they had plenty of wood around the dock to set the BLV on.
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So I did not worry until this afternoon about 3pm when the pier advised me that they
would be unable to off-load today. I got on the horn then to every one I had been
talking to at the pier including my pier lift people and the pier super. I was really frantic
there for an hour our so, but the wood was finally found and the BLV was placed on
blocks. My lift company saved the day by scouting the pier for some wood big enough
to handle the support. This wood is technically suppose to be furnished by the pier.
The Terminal manager, Chris Harding, was extremely helpful through all the turmoil
however and also thanks to him the bogies were not turned away at the gate.
The next surprise was that pier super almost refused to accept the load because their
were cobwebs and spiders on the undercarriage. Again Chris came to our rescue to
help work things out. The mayor’s presence may have influenced his actions a bit, but
at any rate he Victoria (my contact at the lift company) were the heroes of this saga
and definitely saved the day. Chris did however but insists that the undercarriage be
cleaned prior to loading to vessel as he is concerned that the UK dept of health would
seriously object to the spiders and dirt on the undercarriage. He contacted a company
he has worked with in the past that does this type of clean up and I will be talking to
them tomorrow. The worse case scenario is that he could have rejected the load and
require it be cleaned prior to delivery.

Ex Brighton Belle Motor Brake Parlour SR Unit 3052
Schedule Number 291 - CAR No.91.

P32.
On a recent visit to the Keith & Dufftown Railway in Scotland David Duffill recorded the
two Cars No.97 & 91, that are at present on loan to the railway from the North Norfolk
Railway.
The original loan period recorded in 2002 advised of a five year loan which of course
is due to terminate during 2007.
At this moment in time no news of an end to or extension of the loan has been
advised.

Ex Brighton Belle Parlour - Schedule Number 287 - CAR No.87.
SR Unit 3052.
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MONTANA at The Old Railway Station at Petworth Station – D.Jones.
David Jones visited The Old Railway Station at Petworth Station on August 25th and
advises the following with images.
I visited Gudmund Olafsson today at Petworth to see how he was getting on with
'Montana' and took the attached photos.
He is expecting all the work to be completed within the next three weeks when a
further two bedrooms will then be available for his guests.
Currently both baths are in the en-suites but the beds and other furniture will not be
installed until the last minute.

P34.

The Pullman Collection at The Old Railway Station at Petworth Station
D.Jones.

Pullman Profile No 1 The 12-Wheel Cars – A.Ford.
Antony Ford advises that he is at present working on a new book that is scheduled to
appear Spring 2008.
There will be approx 100 pages, including 16 in colour.
Copious illustrations, tables and plans most of which is drawn from my own collection.
Further details will be advised to Coupe news in the near future.
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Image Fran Phillips.

1923 Pullman restaurant – Sleeping Car “DOVER HARBOR”
This past Sunday (26th), Fran Phillips photographed 1923 Pullman restaurant-sleeper
"Dover Harbor" leaving Pennsylvania Station, New York on a charter, attached to the
rear of a regular Amtrak express.
The on board crew consisted of chef and two waiters.
And of course, these days a mechanic riding on board.
Destination was Washington, D.C. 222 miles. Top speed 110 miles an hour.
Terence Mulligan
My thanks to Terence and Fran in New York for forwarding the image and details.
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E-Bay PULLMAN Auctions in August 2007.
To everyone’s surprise was the appearance of three Pullman cars on the site.
Cars SAPPHIRE, ROSALIND & PADUA.
With a reserve of £50,000 at the end of the auction this was not met with the highest
of the fifty bids made being £41,100.
With the normal images of the items on auction, a video link offered internal views of
each car.
The auction also created interest on North East Television, and mention was made to
the Pullman Society.

CAR SAPPHIRE
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Car PADUA

CAR ROSALIND

It has been reported that the cars disposal will be undertaken by a Specialist Agent.
Any reader wanting an early Christmas Present should contact The Pullman Lodge
Hotel, Seaburn, County Durham.
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In addition to the three cars a further auction of marquetry panels was more
successful in disposal.

Internal Door – Auction Bid of £216.11 following 10 bids

Internal Mirror Panel – Auction Bid of £161.55 following 6 Bids.
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Tail Lamp.
A bumper edition this month, with a varied content that should be of interest to one
and all.
The disposal of the Seaburn cars has been bubbling along for some months with
reports that it was on then off, and of late nothing was heard on the matter.
But in mid August a number of Web Sites advised that the cars could be found on
E-Bay. A further search found the marquetry panels, these being the second set I
have noted this year on the auction site. Only time will now tell with regard to the
future of the three Seaburn cars.
The return to the United Kingdom of the Southern Railway Bogie Luggage Van
S2464S from Los Angeles to the Swanage Railway is again due to a lot of the behind
the scenes work by Steve Doughty. The talk in the pantry is of Steve’s next project to
bring back stone by stone London Bridge.
Finally be prepared towards the end of September for the next Special Edition, which I
feel sure will be worth the wait.
My sincere thanks to those readers who have contributed articles and images to make
this edition an enjoyable read to one and all around the World.

The porter’s whistles are now calling to attention along the platform, as your attendant
closes the vestibule door on this edition, we will now get underway to publication.

Remember - “Information is for Sharing – Not gathering Dust”.
T.Bye September 1st 2007.

