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Cover Photograph.
Brian Kaye has supplied this month’s cover image.
The VSO-E British Pullman car IONE awaits her passengers at Victoria for Christmas
Lunch in December 2006.
Have you a Pullman photograph you would like to place on the cover, if so just e-mail
as an attachment in jpg format to the editorial e-mail address.

Editorial:
Welcome to Coupe News No: 47.
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and photographs which have
been included within this edition.
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by email or printing a copy, to any one you may know who will be interested.

Information Required.
Your editor will welcome information on the Pullman car located on your local
preserved railway or in use as a static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupe
News and the Pullman Car Services Archive.
Whilst you are out either on holiday or a day out news on any car seen will be most
welcome for addition within your newsletter.
Information is for sharing - not gathering dust…..
If you have any material for inclusion in No.48, please forward by
January 28th. Coupe News No.48 will be published on February 1st.
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Editorial Address:
Have you missed a copy of Coupe News, or changing your e-mail address, or wish to
be removed from the mailing list. Please e-mail to the address below with your
request, it’s as simple as that.
Terry Bye
Pullman Car Services
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
We remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as this
edition of Coupe News.
Schedule No:
Name:
Type of Car:
Into Service:
Builder:
Tare:
Covers:

47.
VIVIENNE.
Parlour.
July 1911
Cravens Limited, Sheffield.
41t
28 First Class.

November 7th 1935 Withdrawn.

DORIS – December 2006 – David Jones.

DORIS remains at Platform 1 at Horsted Keynes Station.

P4.
Car of the Month – By David Jones.

cD.Jones2006.

Recently overhauled Pullman Car 64, now known by its ‘Bulmer Cider’ name of
‘Christine’ re-entered service on Saturday December 2nd as a First Class carriage on
the Bluebell Railway’s Santa Specials.
There were two reasons for not introducing it directly into the ‘Golden Arrow’ wine and
dine train; firstly the fact that the Car may not have been finished in time by December
and therefore would have presented problems to those who had booked many months
ago, and secondly to meet the high demand for First Class accommodation on the
Santa Trains which, even after hiring in a Mark 1 carriage from the South Devon
Railway, could still not be satisfied.
As it is virtually in as-new condition a Steward travelled in the Car, not only to make
sure that everyone sat in their allocated seats and treated it with care, but also to
explain all about Pullman Cars and what can be seen as one travels the line. This was
much appreciated, as was the ambience of the Pullman which to most was completely
unexpected as they had just booked ‘First Class’ seats.
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An added bonus was the use of on-loan Bulleid West Country pacific ‘Eddystone’ on
this train so one could have been forgiven for imagining that one was travelling on the
‘Bournemouth Belle’ or a similar Pullman train on the Southern from the past.
Now that the Santa period is over, ‘Christine’ will be prepared for its introduction into
the ‘Golden Arrow’ service on February 4 2007.

cD.Jones2006.
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Look Back At Pullman.

1907 – 100 Years Ago.
Ex-car COLUMBA (Sleeper) of 1880 for operation on the GNR, sold to the
ECJS in 1895 and allocated the number 233.
In 1902 converted to First Class Refreshment Car and allocated the number
NER 2966.
Used as a breakfast car on a morning Scarborough to Leeds service, then as a
tea car on the return journey in the late afternoon
In 1907 down graded to third class saloon and is used to convey Newcastle
United Football Club to away matches until withdrawn on November 3rd 1910.

1947 – January 60 Years Ago.
1st.

Mr Douglas Stewart relinquishes his appointment as Catering Superintendent.
Mr.Julian Morel has temporary assumed these duties.

1957 – 50 Years Ago.
Mr Stanley Adams retires as Chairman of the Pullman Car Company.
Sir John Elliot accepts the role as the final Chairman of the PCCo.
Mr Frank Dryden Harding OBE as the General Manager accepts the role as
Managing Director of the PCCo.
Ex-Devon Belle Observation cars sold to British Railways.
Ex-Car No.14 renumbered to SC281 and allocated to the Glasgow – Oban
services.
Ex-Car No.13 renumbered to M280 and allocated to North Wales Land Cruise
operations.

1967 – January 40 Years Ago.
Noted on January 5th the “Down” Bournemouth Belle noted hauled by D1928.

1982 – January 25 Years Ago.
1st, Travellers Fare separated from BT Hotels, and now under direct control of
BRB.
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Website News.
Model Railway Express.
Britain's leading FREE online magazine for railway modellers with DAILY news,
readers' discussion, model and book reviews, classified ads, etc.
Around 2000 readers per day.
http://www.mremag.demon.co.uk/

Blue Pullman Group.
A group for anyone interested in the British Rail Blue Pullman sets which operated
between London and Manchester / Birmingham / South Wales.
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/

British Pullman Group
An opportunity to discuss all aspects of Pullman vehicles and their workings in Britain.
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/

Pullman Company Researchers
A friendly discussion group for anyone with a genealogical or historical interest in the
Pullman Company and their ancestors who were associated with it. Includes Pullman
Company, Pullman Car Works, Pullman Palace Car Company, Pullman porters etc.
and the town of Pullman near Chicago built for Pullman employees.
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/

Railfilms Website.
Railfilms new website www.railfilms.com
On the “Pegasus” page there is the opportunity to see a 360degree view of the
Trianon Bar. Also, for your delectation, a 15 minute video programme that can be
viewed.
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Attendants Memo:
Memo 1.
Dear Doug,
As usual, I opened Terry's latest edition with great enthusiasm and how 'Coupe News'
has moved from strength to strength over the 18 months or so, since I discovered it!
Thanks Terry and be assured that (what I am sure) is the considerable effort that goes
into producing it, is very much appreciated.
How delighted I was to find a photograph (at long last) of 'Grace' and many thanks for
sharing it with other readers. My father (sadly no longer with us) was Chief Steward of
Grace from the post war years until it was taken out of service in 1966. He worked out
of Brighton, on the 'triangle' between Littlehampton in the West, Hastings in the East
and Victoria/London Bridge in the North.
He adored Grace and his interest in his working life (and sadly to a degree, life in
general) disappeared as he lost his 'silver service' skills to the awful paper plates and
cups of the buffer cars on the 4-BIG units that worked the Southern Region after the
demise of the Pullman Car. He hated the stark coldness of the buffet cars, where you
lost the intimacy with your customer and 'meal' went no further than a slice of toast.
I've searched long and hard since to find a good photograph of Grace and my only
success to date is a blurred passing on an unknown embankment and likely taken with
a Kodak Instamatic, as the quality is so poor.
Regards and best wishes,
Dave Richards
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Suicide on the Brighton Belle

cBrian Scales2006.

Brian Kaye - December 2006.
The following is a summary of articles taken from the Brighton Evening Argus, the
Brighton Herald, and the Brighton Gazette from October 1960.
Any inaccuracies in the text, are the newspapers, not mine.
At about 5PM on Friday 14th October 1960, the blood – soaked body of attractive 22
year old medical student, Phillipa Jacques Parker, was found locked in the toilet of Car
86, of the Brighton Belle, in a siding in Brighton station. She was wearing a blood
stained, blue tweed coat and underneath the body was found a medical dissecting
razor. In her handbag, was found a personal diary, which later revealed her state of
mind. She had a 3” slit in her throat.
At 3PM on the 14th October, the Brighton Belle left Victoria station on its normal
afternoon run to Brighton, arriving at 4PM. After the passengers left the train, it was
shunted into a siding for cleaning whilst the attendants ate a late lunch in one of the
First class dining cars. When the train was shunted back into platform five at about
5PM, ready for departure to London at 5.25, Pullman car attendant, Stanley Arthur
Newland, age 26, of Church Road, Hove, found one of the toilets in car 86 to be
locked. At first believing it to be one of the cleaners, he eventually opened the door
with a master key, to find the body of Miss Parker. “I opened the door to find blood
everywhere” he said.
British Railways policeman, Frederick George Smith was called and discovered the
razor and the handbag.
The rear set of five coaches, were taken out of service for the Belle’s return to London,
at 5.25PM.
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Phillipa’s father, Philip Joseph Parker of Ashstead, Surrey a wealthy antiques dealer in
Chelsea, was called to identify the body on the 15th.
At the inquest in Brighton, on the 21st October, the story unfolded in front of the
Coroner, Mr Ronald Webb.
Phillipa had been a State Registered Nurse until the beginning of Summer 1960, when
she gave up her post, ready to take up medical studies at Guy’s hospital, London. The
family had taken a 3 week holiday in Brittany, and upon return Phillipa took up a job
nursing a psychiatric patient to fill in till she started at Guy’s.
“This nursing depressed her very much” said her Father,” I discussed the possibility of
giving it up, but her sense of duty compelled her to continue”. Despite giving up this
psychiatric nursing upon starting her medical training, her anxiety continued, and she
became extremely worried about “making the grade”.
On the morning of her death, Mr Parker said “She did not seem any different”. She
had only been studying for nine days.
Shortly before 3PM on the 14th October, Phillipa bought a single, two shilling Pullman
ticket, number 9004, to Brighton. Mr Parker knew of no reason why his daughter
should have travelled to Brighton.
Mr Parker also identified an entry in Phillipa’s diary, as being in her handwriting. This
note “indicated an intention to take her life”, reported the Coroner.
A verdict of “Suicide while the balance of the mind was disturbed” was recorded.
A moment of drama came later when a distraught Mr Parker asked the court for any
information about Phillipa’s last few hours at Guy’s hospital, but the Coroner curtly
replied that it did not concern that court, and was a matter for hospital authorities.
Phillipa was buried at St Nicholas’ Church. Itchingfield, Horsham, near the former
family home, on the 20th October 1960.
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SHEFFIELD RAILWAYANA AUCTIONS LIMITED
December 9th Auction Realisations.
LOTS 41-47: PULLMAN CAR ITEMS

41 PULLMAN high-backed PARLOUR CAR CHAIR covered in an original design cloth
moquette with a later “VSOE” antimacassar added. The pattern used is a feature of
the VSOE car “Phoenix.” Nicely padded, 48” high x 24” deep x 26” wide and in
excellent condition. £580

42 PULLMAN CAR BRASS TABLE LAMP in the hexagonal-curved style base and plain
six-sided stem. The base is stamped “PERSEUS” which was constructed in
Birmingham in 1951 for use on the “Golden Arrow” to promote the “Festival of Britain.
It was used on many royal and state specials, including Sir Winston Churchill’s funeral
train in 1965. It was occasionally used in the “Bournemouth Belle.” It retired from
service in 1972 and was subsequently preserved by VSOE. 22” high with 6¼”
diameter base. Fitted with a Perspex shade which is slightly cracked and worn, but
nevertheless original. £2,400
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43 PULLMAN CAR WOODEN PLAQUE: “CAR ADRIAN.” A 9” diameter mahogany
wood plaque with gold-leaf transfer showing the Pullman coat-of-arms and the car
name. From the first class kitchen car “Adrian” built by Birmingham C&W in October
1925. Initially sold to Wagons Lits and used on the Milan – Cannes service with sister
cars “Lydia” and “Ibis.” Returned to the UK in 1928 and used on many SR and LNER
services including the “Golden Arrow”, “Bournemouth Belle” and “Yorkshire Pullman”
services. Withdrawn in August 1966 and sold to scrap merchants at Long Marston in
January 1967. The plaque was installed in the 1950s when the bulkhead clock it
replaced was removed. VGC. £500

44 PULLMAN CAR silverplated TEA SET manufactured by Walker & Hall comprising tea
pot, sugar bowl and milk jug all inscribed with the “Pullman” coat of arms. All are oval
in design, the tea pot 2¾” x 3¾” plus handle and 3¼” high, the sugar bowl 2⅝” x 3⅝”
plus handles and the milk jug 2⅝” x 3⅝” plus handle. They appear to have been
made in the early 1960s for the new “Blue Pullman” services. All shown signs of use,
but good generally. £40

45 PULLMAN CAR original COAT OF ARMS. One of three different sizes produced for
application to the “Blue Pullman” diesel trains, this is the smallest. Mounted on a faded
blue board 24” x 18” board in good condition. NO SALE
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46 PULLMAN CAR WOODEN PLAQUE: “CAR NO. 65.” A 9” diameter mahogany
wood plaque with gold-leaf transfer showing the Pullman coat-of-arms and number
from 2nd Class brake parlour car which was built by Midland Carriage & Wagon. It
worked principally on the LNER services including the “Queen of Scots” and
“Yorkshire Pullman.” Post-war transferred to the “Bournemouth Belle.” Withdrawn
in July 1966 and sold to Birds Limited, Long Marston for scrap. The plaque was
installed in the 1950s when the bulkhead clock it replaced was removed. Good, ex-car
condition. £250

47 PULLMAN CAR BRASS TABLE LAMP in the classical Arcadian style of swags and
rams heads. The base is stamped “ISLE OF THANET” and is from 1st Class Guard
Parlour which was originally built by Midland C&W but latterly remodelled
(becoming “ISLE OF THANET” in 1950). This car was used on many Southern
Region services including the “Golden Arrow” before being withdrawn in August
1967. Initially preserved at the National Railroad Museum, USA it has since
returned to the UK for preservation. 21” high standing on a 4¼” square base. Fitted
with a pink Perspex shade in VGC. This lamp from 1950 is quite unique and is
arguably one of the more sought after standard lamps, given its fascinating
history. £5,300
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SHEFFIELD RAILWAYANA AUCTIONS LIMITED
December 18th Postal Auction Realisations.

LOTS 501 -1400
873

PULLMAN CAR COMPANY published booklet “The Golden Way.” Coloured
pictorial paperback covers advertising “Abdulla” cigarettes. 88pp April 1931. Some
creasing to bottom of covers. £260

874

PULLMAN CAR COMPANY publication "London Weekly Diary of Social Events".
Card covers, 36pp covering the events of 5th - 11th January 1947. £130

875

TWO DIFFERENT BR(S) glossy coloured pictorial leaflets advertising GOLDEN
ARROW PULLMAN services between London and Paris. Dated October 1954 and
May 1959. (2) £130
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Model Railway Exhibitions - Advance Notice.
The Stafford Railway Circle – 50th Year Exhibition.
Saturday February 3rd 10.00am to 6.00pm.
Sunday February 4th 10.00am to 5.00pm.
The Prestwood and Argyle Suites at the Stafford County Showground.
22+ quality layouts and trade stands.
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Middlesbrough Model Railway Clubs Exhibition 2007.
Saturday May 19th 10.00am to 5.00pm.
Sunday May 20th 10.00am to 4.00pm.
The Settlement Centre, St.Pauls Road, Middlesbrough.
At the kind invitation of the Club I will be manning the Pullman Stand on both days, so
why not come along and enjoy a Pullman chat and of course the layouts and trade
stands. Make a note of the date now.

BACHMANN Mk1 Pullman Cars Blue/Grey Livery
The first three cars in the above livery have been released by Bachmann in mid
December. For the ECML Operations on your layout get your Blue Deltics and Duffs
fired up at Finsbury Park Depot.

39-301 Mk1 SK Pullman Kitchen Second Blue/Grey (with Lighting)

39-311 Mk1 SP Pullman Parlour Second Blue/Grey (with Lighting)
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39-321 Mk1 BSP Pullman Bar Second Blue/Grey (with Lighting)

The following two cars have yet to be released: -

39-281 Mk1 Pullman Kitchen First Blue/Grey (with Lighting)

39-291 Mk1 Pullman Parlour First Blue/Grey (with Lighting)
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R1093 The Blue Pullman

The Blue Pullman special tour trains commenced operation in January 2006 and
fondly recall the Blue Pullman trains of the 1960s.This evolution of the Blue
Pullmans,which are successfully operated by Hertfordshire Rail Tours and FM
Rail now offer a variety of excursions to cities,towns and visitor locations around the
British Isles,with the passengers enjoying their trip in superb comfort.The Hornby Blue
Pullman captures the luxurious style and charm of the full size train. The specially
liveried Class 47 locomotive pulls a selection of the Blue Pullman’s coaches around an
oval of track with siding which fits neatly onto the Hornby TrakMat included with the
set. With the addition of Hornby Track and Accessory Packs the 6’ x 4’ TrakMat can
soon become a model railway befitting such an elegant set.
No release date or retail price available at this time.
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Pullman Pride – EJ(Ted) Morris £17.95 – ISBN 978-0-9554110-1-4.

The subject of Pullman travel within the UK is ever popular to the Railway enthusiast.
Currently there is little on the market to satisfy the curiosity on the ‘umber and cream’
liveried vehicles that once exemplified the last word in luxury travel. This new book fills
a desperate need.
Compiled from the personal archive of the last Company Secretary of the Pullman Car
Company, here is unique collection, comprising nearly all unpublished material and
showing
Pullman Cars, both exterior and interior, in what can only be described as the golden
age of railway travel.
As well as the cars themselves, the trains are shown, and the VIPs who travelled on
them, Royalty, Politicians and Celebrities - as to exactly who - wait and see! Some
wonderful anecdotes from ‘somebody in the know’ are also
included. Beautifully produced on quality art paper this new volume will be one to
treasure for a very long
Published by Kevin Robertson under the imprint NOODLE BOOKS
Kevin Robertson Books
PO Box 279
SOUTHAMPTON
SO32 3ZX
Tel / Fax 01489 877880
www.kevinrobertsonbooks.co.uk

P20.
CAR No.14 Update.

cAndy Sturt2006. SC281 in the company of 5 other vehicles at Twickenham.

Ivan Godfrey advises: Contracts have been signed for Car 14. It looks like Car 14 will be moved from its
current location on Saturday January 13th with the ETD from Long Beach on January
20th ETA Southampton February 19th.

Last month I posed the question “What happened to the 5 other vehicles noted within
the image on page 16, when the tour ended, have the vehicles survived”.
Robin Drake responds: I notice in the latest copy that you wanted to know what happened to the other
vehicles of the Flying Scotsman tour.
While I cannot state that what I read (or remember!) is 100% accurate, I did read on a
California Railroad chat page that someone saw them in a California scrap yard in the
early 70's being cut up.

P21.
Brian Kaye advises on car ZENA, following last months images of the vestibule
restoration.
I went to Victoria yesterday (December 12th) and saw Zena was back within the
Pullman car formation of the VSO-E. It was her first run but without passengers,
having only been certificated at 10.00AM that morning (Dec 12th) and left with the
VSOE lunch train at 11.55am.

cBrian Kaye2006.
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Bluebell Railway Pullman Car CHRISTINE (CAR No.64).
Glen Woods shares with us a selection of images of the CHRISTINE as seen on
December 28th 2006 at Horsted Keynes C&W Department.

Vestibule end and body side.

P23.

Vestibule end and gangway.
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Vestibule and gangway cover, note L to R vacuum hose, coupling hook with the
buck-eye coupling in the dropt position, and the steam heat hose.
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Vestibule end.

Pullman Bogie.
My thanks to Glen for sharing these images with us.
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Update on ARIES & MAID OF KENT/FORMOSA
My thanks to Patrick O'Connor for the following two images of his cars.

'Aries' in store at Kineton.
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'Maid of Kent/Formosa' after arrival at Portsmouth Arms.

My thanks to Patrick for sharing these two images and wish him well with his project in
Devon in 2007.
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Tail Lamp.
As this edition went to press Car MONTANA remains at Barnwell Jctn, due to the
early December weather conditions affecting the receipt of the car at its new Petworth
site.
January may see the movement of MONTANA and CAR No.14 from there respective
sites to which they have been allocated since the late 1960’s.
I make no apologies for the number of images within this edition of car CHRISTINE.
The standard of cars restoration is a credit to all involved at the Bluebell Railway.
Following the cars running in during early to late December the car returned to the
C&W Dept for tweaking prior to the formal re-entry into operational service in early
January.
We enter the fourth year of publication which is also the Fortieth anniversary of the
end of steam on the former Southern Region of British Rail and the demise of the
“Bournemouth Belle” that also finished operations on the same day in July 1967.
With your help, I hope to mark the anniversary of the end of the “Bournemouth Belle”
with your reminisces and images of the train within the July edition of Coupe News.
To make this happen I do need your help, so it’s over to you.
May I take this opportunity to wish all readers a Happy and Prosperous New
Year.
The porter’s whistles are now calling to attention along the platform, as your attendant
closes the vestibule door on this edition, we will now get underway to publication

Remember - “Information is for Sharing – Not gathering Dust”.
T.Bye January 1st 2007.

